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Live theater

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Filming the ABC-TV series “Soap”
takes six or seven months of the year.
The rest of the time Diana Canova, who
portrays Corinne, can do what she
wants — live theater,

And that's exactly what will be hap-
pening when Ms. Canova and Steve
Landesberg open today (Monday) at the
Birmingham Theatre in Jules Feiffet's
revue “Hold Me!"

The Birmingham Theatre, now pro-
ducing its own shows, will present
“Hold Me!" as the first offering of its
second season. Aubrey Berg is direct-
ing the show, originally presented off-
Broadway.

“THIS WILL BE quite 2 different
production than the original one,” Ms.
Canova said. The show features a cast
of five, all heavily involved m lhe
sketches.

“It's a very dlmcull show,” she said.

“It's high energy.”

Ms. Canova has been rehearsing all
day and evening for the last two weeks.
Steve Landesberg, her co-star (Dietrich
on TV's “Barney Miller”), arrived last
week to join rehearsals.

On a recent morning, just before
rehearsal, Ms. Canova talked about
herself and the show. She donned a pair
of shaded specs and, with a smile,
asked the photographer to take her
from the left side “this morning.”

Ms. Canova said she studied stage for
five years. “Any type of theater you

Diana Canova wants to do “qual-
ity things.”

have to be trained for. It's a lot harder
than TV,” she said.

Asked about her recent role'on TV's
“Fantasy Island,” where she played
one of two girlfrierids on a shopping
spree, Ms, Canova just shrugged.

This was her third appearance in a

- “Fantasy Island” episode. In one she

was carried off by Sonny Bono, who
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She takes her work ‘very
seriously. It's the most im-
portant thing to me. I want
to do good products. 'm
shooting for feature films
and the theater.’

— Actress Diana Canova

played a pirate. She does these shows,
she said, ‘mostly to get to know the
other performers. .

SHE IS INTERESTED in doing
“quality things,” and has a higher opin-
ion of the part she does on “Soap.” Isn't
“Soap” just a nighttime soap opera, she
was asked.

“It's a spoof of soap operas,” she
said. The character of. Corinne “started
out as a nymphomaniac, chasing a
priest in love with me.”

Ms. Canova is the daughter of a fa-
mous funnywoman, Judy Canova.
“We're so different. I didn’t see a lot of
her work until her films,” she recalled.

The young actress was raised in
Hollywood, with a strict Catholic
father. “I grew up like any other kid,”
she said. “I'm very grateful for it.”

She takes her work “very seriously . *

It's the most important thing to me. I
just want to do good products. Pm
shooting for feature films and the
theater.”

Ms. Canova and comedian Landes-
berg are appearing together for the

is what Diana Canova loves best

TV persorality Diana Canova of “Soap” talks about her Blrmmgham Theatre dressmg room. (Smli photos
her co-starring role jn “Hold Me!” during interview in by Dick Kelley)

first time on stage in “Hold Me!” A
twosome who first met on “Hollywood
Squares,” they have been together for
eight months. .

She said Landesberg was one of her
favorite stand-up comics, even befére
she met him.

Doing “Hold Me!" she wondered how™

it would be performing together. “He’s
just another actor in the show,” she

said. “We have some scenes together
that maybe are better because we're
involved."

DESCRIBING LANDESBERG Ms.
Canova said, “He's always very quitely
funny. He's a joy to be around.” |

Three or four years ago she got into
Scientology. She was looking for some-

thing and found Scientology was the ap-
proach to life she needed, she said.
“Everyone asks, 'Are you clear? "
(the ultimate god in Scientology). Is
she? “Not yet," she responded serenely.

Describing the teachings, Ms. Cano-
va said, “Just that it's possible to ex-
pand as an individual and take respon-
sibility for any action you take.”
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BIRMINGHAM ESTATE Palaﬂal 1974
Tudor on 2.8 groomed acres. Long
circle drive, hotel-size foyer, grand
formal dining room, Central Air, all
the comforts. 626-9100. $250,000.

- S S
ENTERTAINER'S delight! Beautiful
Franklin Hills home has 4

LAKE FRONT Contemporary, just
under On wooded, 2

4 baths, family room with bar, game
room with bar, library. Treed yard
with' stream. 557-6700. $279,000.

acre lot with 142’ of sandy beach.
Spectacular 3-level interior, door-
walls and decks. 646-6000. $289,000.

a
GORGEOUS center-entrance home in
Beverly Hills. Lovely living and din-
ing rooms, a Chef's gourmet kitchen,
4 big bedrooms, finished basement,
more. 557-6700. $142,800.

RANCH RETREAT in North Wonds of
F Hills. O f- d 4
bedroom, 3% bath home wnh walk-
out rec room, family room, 2 fire-
places, Central Air, 4 car garage
626-9100. $179,900.

MAJESTIC hilitop Colonial, prize
West Bloomfield area, Bloomfield
Hills schools. Spacious, like-new,
doorwalils, redwood deck, Central
Air, comfort extras. 851-8100.
$159,900.

SMASHING Bi-level in top Lake
Charnwood area, Troy. 5 plus bed-
rooms, 2 fireplaces, family room,
hostess dining room, etc. 557-6700.
$105,000.

SPACIOUS, exquisite 4 bedroom
home. Library, fireplaced family
room, Central Air and Vacuum, etc. A
sleeper in Farmington Hills. 626-
9100. $145,000.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS; builder's own
custom Ranch. 3 bedrooms, 2%
baths, family and rec rooms, 2 fire-
places. On large, private setting.
647-5100. $118,500.

VALUE in Farmington Hills. 4 bed-
room, 2% bath home with fireplaced
family room, fine rec room. Prize lot
backs up to Commons. New neutral
carpeting throughoul. 626-9100.
$103,500.

OWNERS’ PRIDE shows in this

-stately 4 bedroom, 2% bath home.

Enjoy 2 fireplaces, family room, Cen-
tral Air and so much more. 557-6700.
$98,500.

TROY LUXURY. Heated pool,.Central |
Air, 2 fireplaces and 3 bedroom, 2%
bath home. Fireplaced family room,
new carpeting. VALUE! 689-8900.
$93,900.

PRIME KINGSCOVE Condo in Roch-
ester on top, private location backing
to blutf. 2 bedrooms, 2% baths, fire-

place. New in 1976. 651-8850.

MINI-FARM on 2 acres near Tel-12,
Southfield. 4 bedroom, 2 full bath
Ranch. Central Air, 32'x16’ horse
bsm; up-dated. 626-9100. $68,900.

NEW Rochester Colonial, nicely dec-
orated. 3 bedrooms, 1% baths, fire-
placed family room, Aluminum sid-
ing, 2 car garage. Value! 651-8850.
$81,900.

$81,900.
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