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By IRIS SANDERSON JONES

MARQUETTE, Mich. — When
James Flaa was a boy, at the turn of
the century, skiers jumped off
stowy rooftops onto waiting snow
banks. .

There are lighted cross country

snowmobile trails these days, but
the spirit of sport hasn't really
changed in the Upper Peninsula.

through slushy streets and freeways
en route to work, the Upes — as we
downstaters call them and as they
call themselves — enjoy their snow
and winter.

The U.P. roads are usually clear,
because “we keep the snow on the
hills where it belongs.” The snow is
dry and powdery. And everybody on
this southern shore of Lake Superior
is dressed for a lengthy and cold
winter.’

As long as Interstate 75 is clear
south of the Mackinac Bridge, fami-
lies traveling north will find a great
winter weekend in the Upper Penin-
sula.

Snowmobile trails run from the
bridge to the Wisconsin border,
marked on a map available from
the Michigan Travel Commission at
300S. Capital in Lansing, or by call-
ing 1-800-292-2520 toll-free.

Marquette has the only lighted
cross country ski trail within the
limits of a Michigan city, so begin-
ning and intermediate cross country
skiers can circle the trail even at
midnight. Other trails are marked
around Presque Isle and in the coun-
tryside nearby, although the Upes
just push off from their front door
and ski across the nearest field if
they live outside the downtawn area.

Northern Michigan University,
which has grown from 900 to 8,000
students in 25 years, sponsors a
competitive team in both cross
country and downhill skiing, and is
trying to be recognized as an Olym-
pic training site.

A full training site would be used
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ski trails, downhill facilities and"

While downstaters cuss their way

on weather conditions and ski facili-
ties in this area.

ONE OF THE most famous facili-
ties, which provides ongoing specta-
tor sport for the traveler, is at Sui-
cide Hill in nearby Ishpeming, the
home of ski jumping and the Nation-
2l Ski Hall of Fame.

Ishpeming was the birthplace of
the United States Ski Association,
the national governing body for
Olympic skiing. USSA will hold its
75th anni Y ion here in

open free to tourists year-round, ex-
hibits ski equipment from those
days as well as copies of skis, two to
12 Seet long, used for transportation
b 8 .

June, in the location where it gave
birth to organized ski jumping and
to the Hall of Fame.

Jim Flaa (in Scandinavia, two A’s
are pronounced O), an active 84-
year-0ld seen regularly at the Hall
of Fame, remembers clearly when
it wasn't such an organized sport.

“When I was a kid, we would col-
lect all the Christmas trees and
make our own ski jump by covering
them with snow after the season
was over,” Flaa said.

“When -we skied off a roof, we
didn't have a slope to land on, we
just landed on the snowy ground.”

Flaa was a founder of the USSA
{then the National Ski Association)
and later publicity director. He re-
members the early skiers as “a
rough group who had a lot of fun.”

“There was often a beer keg at
the bottom of the jump,” he said,
with a twinkle. “When the team
went on the road, hotel keepers
complained that the skiers tore
things up. Sometimes they literally
tore the bedsheets up to wax their
skis.”

The Ski Hall of Fame, which is

Wining and dining

Ask somebody who's been there and you will get the following recom-
i for i aj i

d food in the

The Holiday Inn in Marquette is an excellent example of a chain motel
fitted to its surroundings. It has a swimming pool and suana in an adjoin-
ing building. Spanky’s is where the locals go for music from high-volume
amps. And the lobby is always full of skiers and basketball teams.

The Tyroler Hof, a Swiss-chalet type motel on the lip of a hill, has a
stocked trout pool and a chapel that is a miniature of a cathedral. Ser-
vice is slow in the dining room, but the food is very good, and the atmos-

phere gemutlichkeit.

The Old Marquette Inn is one building that escaped urban renewal .7d
has been restored downtown. Rooms are old but well kept. The dinin
room serves specialties of the house, including giant fried mushrooms.

Mather Ion in Negaunee is a town institution for-lunch and dinner.
‘They serve pasties here, that specialty of the Upper Peninsula.

Most area pastie lovers tell you that these pastry-meat-and-patato
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or
but ljle proposal is primarily based

around where to find the next best.

are best eaten when home-made. If that’s not possible, ask

ago.

‘Travelers who prefer their sports
activities inside can take advantage
of a sports club sponsored by North-*
ern Michigan University. The club, -
which offers swimming, gym, rac-
quetball and other activities, offers
annual memberships to local resi-
dents and invites out-of-towners to
participate for $2 a day.

The Marquette Country Club, a
popular haunt for golfers, cross
country skiers and snowmobilers,
also makes special arrangements
for visitors,

It is insiders like Al Raymond of
the Chamber of Commerce who
make the U.P. a hometown experi-
ence for travelers. Although wild
game dinners are normally not
served at area restaurants, the
chamber can sometimes tell you
whether you can sit in on a feast of
beaver, venison' and bear some-
where in town. \

IT IS THIS kind of insider's feel-
ing that makes the Upper Peninsula
a warm place to visit, even when it's
cold outside.

In fact, in Upe country, nobody
really likes 2 warm thaw unless it
promises to lead to spring. “Warm
weather just means sloppy streets,
iey ski trails, cancelled ski jump
events, and snowmobiles that sink
too low in the snow."

A travel experience here is de-
signed by the geography and the eli-
mate, as well as by the people you
share it with.

Frank G. Matthews, area histori-
an, runs the Jackson Mine Museum
in Negaunee, on the very spot where
the original iron mines once were
worked. Matthews can tell you
about those first surveyors and pros-
pectors who opened up the north in
the 19th century, and he has a few
opinions about what we are doing to
the ecology of that land now.

Ray Frieberg and Harry Bour-
geois of the local snowmobile club

A warm place to visit, even when it’s cold

can give you inside information on
nearby trails, although you can no
longer rent snowmobiles in Mar-
quette. Frieberg has driven 1,700
miles on a single trip. Bourgeois
grooms 95 .miles of snowmobile
trails 4 week for the state.

John Gallagher, ski coach at
Northern Michigan University,
{along with Freiberg) is on the Trail
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Advisory Board of the Department
of Natural Resources.

They're Upes all, and they love it.
If you would like to be a weekend
Upe, contact Al Raymond at the
Marquette Chamber of Commerce,
501 S. Front St., Marquette 49855 or
Bob Helwig of the U.P. Travel and
Recreation Association, P.0. Box
400, Iron Mountain 49801.

What a time was had; how the

1t is midnight in Marquette, with the moon shining
down on the cross country ski trail. A slim young man
called Dominic is teaching 20 overweight travel writers

how to ski.

We are overweight because we have just stuffed our-

selves with breaded mushrooms and whitefish at the Old

Marquette Inn,

Dominic has taught us to move rythmically, one ski and
the opposite hand at a time. He has shown us how to bend
-knees and hold the poles back while sliding down a hill.

1 have the definite impression that someone helped me
over the edge with the shove of a foot, but here I am

gliding precariously down an icy slope without falling
down.

1 never have cross countried before, and I am quite
impressed until T see what is ahead. Three other be-
ginners have made it down and are standing at the cross-
roads below me. Dominic didnt't teach us how to stop or

turn.

I holler. They turn but can’t move fast enough. I bow!
them down, and three skiers collapse in a pile behind me,

It is late afternoon on the snowmobsile trail. I have nev-
er been on 2 snowmobile before. I drive it once around

Snowmobiling.”

TRAVEL

LOG of Iris Jones

the Marquette Country Club golf course, posted “No

Next, I ride behind a travel writer who doesn’t know
what hes doing either. Finally I climb behind a big salid
man called Harry Bourgeois. He, obviously, is an expert.

I relax at once, because he certainly knows what he's
doing, As we come down the trail, he sees frozen branches

about to swat us in the face. Slowly, quietly, he bends,

snowmobile.

kills the motor, and says “We're going over.”
We go over softly. Me. All 300 pounds of him. And the

By midnight, we are full of wild game. Beaver. Bear.

Venison cooked in every variation. A little beer to wash it
d

““Who's signed up for snowshoeing?"

Not me, baby.

“OK, who wants to learn how to do ethnic dances?”

“But I've never done that before.”

T have found muscles that I didn't know I had when 1
drove up to that marvelous land of the UPES last week,

FROM THE MAILBAG — New flights are announced
regularly this season, as airlines begin new services from

Detroit to various parts of the world.

muscles ache

motor,
over.’

As we come down the trail,
he sees frozen branches about
to swat us in the face. Slowly,
quietly,

he bends, kills the
and says ‘We're going

American Airlines inaugurated a new non-stop service

between Detroit and Las Vegas this winter, with flights
leaving Metropolitan Airport daily at 4:40 p.m. and-leav-

ing Vegas at noon daily for Detroit.
- Delta Air Lines initiates a single-plane service between

San Juan, Atlanta and Detroit this week. It leaves'Detroit

daily at 10:30 a.m. and arrives in San Juan at 4:50 p.m.

Braniff begins non-stop flights from Detroit to Paris,
Frankfurt, Amsterdam and Brussels June 1, with round.

trip European fares starting at $380. Daily flights leave

Detroit for Boston and Europe daily at 5 p.m. for a total
of seven round trips a week: three to Paris and two each

to Amsterdamn and Brussels.

A la ‘Big Boy’ d’exchange

They have a yen for money

Every day hungry travelers arriving
at Metro Airport go to the nearby
Elias Brothers Bestaurant ‘on Merri-
man Road. They bring with them not
only hearty appetites but a wide
assortment of money from countries
all around the world.

Elias Manager Mike Curis started
collecting ali the exotic monies two
years ago. From his first foreign bill,
an English pound note tucked under
the counter, his collection has now
grown to 300 different bills and 400 dif-
ferent coins from nations all over the
globe. Three boards in the Elias lobby
proudly display the curencies and

But what is even more amazing than

Wthe size of the collection is that every
S piece of currency has come from cus-

tomers, either in the course of busi-
ness, or asa gift. M K

In fact, many of the bills were given
by foreign tourists who first saw the
display and then wanted to leave _
behind an example of their country's
money.

SAYS MANAGER Mike Curis,
“Once we had a group of Japanese
men come in for lunch. They couldn't
read English, but fortunately, our
menu has full-color pictures of the
selections so the men could point to
what they wanted. When they left, the
gentlemen were so grateful for-all of
our help, they gave us some Japanese
yen to add to our-collection.” .

Americans will have no trouble rec-
ognizing at least one hill. Displayed
prominently is an American dollar, *

Butte-iful country

These rugged buttes of the North Dakota Badlands are found in the
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, one of America’s newest national
parks. The three-unit, 70,000-acre park is along the Little Missouri
River in western North Dakota. For information on vacationing in the
Sioux State, write North Dakota Travel Division, Capitol Grounds,

Bismark, N.D. 58505.

COME PLAY
IN TRAVERSE CITY

$6995
DOUBLE PANCY

Estioy eleg

Come to The Tremont
an
aweekend to remember

0t accornmodations at the TREMONT HOTEL and see

the onginal Broadws

Grey. Say for two nights (three days), engoy Contmental breskfast on
n CRICKET

home

sy play, “THE GRAND TOUR”, stareing Joel

Weekend play plan
Inciudes: 4

s ¢18 & under
:l,l:"lk & Ranch Rudolf

Call Eiloan
1-800-632-1702 H

%"’é PARK PLACE

TIIVHIS: City, Mich.

the Siurday perlormanee 18:00
e AREE E.E)WN THEATRE, McCormek Plce. Compleentiy
e

THE
TREMONT

100 East Chestnut Siseel Chicago. Hlinois 60611

seats bor
"THEGRANDTOUR". a1
e on March 16 8 17 or March 23 & 24
00 per person. -

lmon) or TOLL.
EE 800/621.8133.

PRICES REDFU"%ED!
LAS 559
vEGAsAIR ONLY

Now save up to 92 per couple
4nts. —March 11-15
Alr only — $169. Full package
at the Haclenda *199.

Twice weekly departures con-
tinuing March thry May via
World Airways DC. Prices
up to *295. Wide selection of

ARUBA | (
M s425 | |

MARCH 17-24

VIATIAGCS |
i
Save up 10240 per cougle “I

Americana.
Concorde
Caribbean ..
DiviDivi ...
Tamatijn (STD)

Tamarijn (SUP).

VIAPAN AN 707
Save up 10220 per couple
Stay al the fabulous Multet
Bay Beach Resort.

Standar

63
Bt

strip hotels. AirFare Only ...
i
! ST. MAARTEN MARTINIQUE
{ ko L‘,?X’M S MARCH 2431

Tove < Guoted e 07 breson Gt xcutarcs

FROM 499

Choice of the PLM Dela Marina i
or the PLM La Bateliere Hotels,
7 nights. Via TIA DC-8. Prices ,
range from *4399569 with air- !
fare only 1299,

{
- 1§
ChSurTovss  (313)553.7300 i
Call Your Favorite 1 Agent for 3
——

FOR RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION | CAOUIE TRMEL
REGARDING SAMSON TOURS GALL: Famigion . bt
EXPRESS TRAVEL MCBRAW mm

TRA) 3
Suts 130 W. Paridana Towers I W. l!E_‘M m&mﬂ&m
Farmington Hils Freeway Py ‘Soutseld, I
477-5200 569.0600
e mmrnnmiﬁvﬁ : 800K COUZEXS
Suta 127, 200 oissce Cerer 1520 K, Wroders Ao
e Dogted iy, i 3750900 557-6060
AMERICAN EXPAESS TRAVEL TRAVEL K. AR WORLD TRAVEL
e T oot €211 4, Werna AL
Bemighu, i 1 Snctand, W
"oy Oke-90 Towe O, 3264343
£79.9200




