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Traveling classrooms for the camera bu

By LORAINE McCLISH

PhotoVenture, a touring school of
photography, will use Colorado and Af-
rica for its classrooms this summer.

The 10-day and two week travel
workshops are designed for photo en-
thusiasts by Farmington Hills free-
Iance photographer Don Loosli.

“We can't bring the Grand Canyon to
you, so we bring you to it,” Loosli said,
who will act as a guide and one part of
the team-teaching unit to help camera
buffs improve their skills, see the best
of the scenery each area has to offer,
and bring together people of like inter-
ests.

.adult education sessions “‘derived so
much benefit and so much enjoyment
from short trips, why not carry the fan-
tasy to Africa?" he asked.

FOUR MONTHS worth of research
was devoted to getting his first travel-
ing trip to Colorado, the state he
chooses as the most scenic for photo
enthusiasts, in 1978.

The 1979 calendar adds the African
safari and he expects the next one on
the list will be somewhere in the Cana-
dian Rockies.

He explains that his lours are lei-
surely, compared to a sight-seeing trip,
and that each spot on the itinerary is
programmed for taking the best pic-
tures.

S(; far as Loosli knows, his company,
is f-a-kind

and stemmed from small field trips
that are a standard part of his photog-
raphy classes.

His students in classes that were of-
fered in Birmingham’s Community
Center and Farmington Public Schools

“I the weather probabil
ties. I've talked to astronomers about
sunsets and sunrises, I've got all the in-
formation I need on the animal migra-
tion in Africa. I know when the ele-
phants are going to go to their watering
hole. The local guides are all lined up
with mini buses, equipped for the ter-
rain and especially equipped with
hatch-roofs for photographers,” he
said.

“it's a custom-made trip on all
Ironts.” .

HIS FIRST trip to Colorado was so
successful, he was contacted by KLM
Royal Dutch Airlines, which asked If it
could help plan any forthcoming trips
overseas.

His connection with Hunts Travel
came through his assoclation with the
owners, whom he describes as “a fami-
Iy of animal lovers.” One of the owners,
Don Huat, i in partoership with film
star Willlam Holden, owning and oper-
ating the ML Kenya Safari Club,

The club and its adjucent game
eanch will be one of the overnlghts on
the African trip.

Hunts Travel, which is affiliated
with the Internastionat  Animal
Exchange, will have some lon cubs
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stop over in the Detroit area to help
publicize the African safari. And Loosli
will also get support for PhotoVenture
from the Greater Camera Club Council.

The latter, he suspects, comes be-
cause trips of this kind have never been
planned before.

He invites all comers, regardiess of
kinds* of equipment or levels of
expertise.

“The only requirement,” Loosli said,
“is that you like to shoot pictures.

“There are all kinds of alternatives
and options. The travelers can pick and
choose to participate in any or all. If
they want to get up at 5 a.m. to shoot a
sunrise, we've got a spot for them; if
they want (o stay in bed, that's up to
them,” he said.

Loosli schedules critique sessions
throughout the trip, and on the Colora-
do trip, was able to get film processed
three different times for discussions.

“We can do that again in Colorado,

but I have 5o idea yet how that will
work in Africa,” he said.

LOOSLI'S guest instructor to Africa
will be Stan Osolinski, a name well
known to photography buffs in the De-
troit area. He is a professor of photog-
raphy at Wayne State University and
known for his affiliation with Green-
field Village.

He is a regular contributer to Na-
tional Wild Life and Natural History
magazines,

Departure date for the African safari
is Friday, Aug. 10 when travelers will
set off for Nairobi via Amsterdam.

Departure date for Colorado is Sat-
urday, July 14, with the first overnight
scheduled for Colorado Springs, at the
foot of Pikes Peak. A local guide and
photography teacher will accompany
Loosli as instructor on this trip.

Full brochures will be sent on re-
quest by calling Hunts Travel, on
Woodward and Ninc Mile in Ferndale,
399-3434.
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