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‘The Deadly Game’ provides a delighiful scare

By HELEN ZUCKER
‘The Meadow Brook Theater produc-
tion of “The Deadly Game"” is great
entertainment. James Yaffe’s adapta-
tion of Friedrich Durrenmatt’s novella
is clever, spooky and often brilliant.
The play deals with four old men in-
tent on “stayin’ alive by practicing
“pure law" on unsuspecting visitors.
Charles Nolte's direction is sure, ele-
gant, just right. The entire cast rises to
the occasion with the result smooth,
witty, satisfying theater.
Nolte, who directed “The Caine Mu-
tiny Court-Martial” earlier this season,
excels at creating courtroom suspense.
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The iti built

together, set the mood of civilized may-
hem immediately. The retired judge
and the retired trial lawyer, dressed in
tails and gleaming shirt fronts, relish
u-enr gcurmet meal, rub their hands in

so
in that I foumi myvel( holding my
breath as the retired lawyers acceler-
ated into a veritable “Saturday Night
Fever” of accusations and counter--
accusations, arguments about previous
cases, and philosophical disquisitions
on the nature of crime.

Albert M. Ottenheimer as Emile Car-
peau and Humphrey Davis as Bernard
Laroque, two old cronies who live

of 2 “good game,” and pla-
cate a third old timer, who is all fretful
impatience by the fireside.

OTTENHEIMER AND Davis have
wonderful timing; they toss lines into
the air like time bombs and we shiver.
— waiting for the blast that will surely
gooff.

Harry Ellerbe as Joseph Pillet, an
arthritic, ex-hangman, is marvelous.

Cheech and Chong comedy
stays dopey through years

By ERIC MOBEY
Back in 1971, when Cheech and
Chong released their first album,
dopers were covertly toking up in
rooms illuminated by black lights and
day-glo posters.

Somebody would slap a Cheech and
Cheng album on the turntable and peo-
ple would go into hysterics. The coun-
ter-culture had found its own Bob and
Ray.

. Now, eight years later, the only
change seems to be that people are
smoking dope everywhere and Cheech
and Chong have become millionaires.

* They are doing basically the same
roulmes but a whole generation is just
riow becoming aware of them thanks to
the huge success of their film, “Up in
Smoke.”

THE AUDIENCE for the first of
four recent shows at the Royal Oak
Music Theater was a mixed bag of all
age groups of Cheech and Chong fans.
Their performance was what has come
to be expected of a C & C concert.

Lots of references to drugs and low-
level sex jokes abounded, and at this
point their act was so predictable that

Review

as long as people are willing to pay
$8.50 to see this type of show, Cheech
and Chong seem more than willing to
serve up the same brand of humor.

The performance consisted of such
characters as Ralph and Herbie, Sister
Mary Elephant, Alice Bowie and the
Lowrider and his burned-out passenger.
These tried and true routines went over
well. The concert was a short of great-
est hits of Cheech and Chong. From the
reaction of the crowd this clearly is
whatghey had come to see.

WHILE OTHER hip comedians
have moved on to new material,
Cheech and Chong seem to pride them-
selves on staying the same. Off-stage,
they both joke about becoming the Bob
Hopes of the drug generation.

In the early days of their act peaple
had different reactions to the drug-la-
den humor. Parents flipped out. The
more sophisticated saw through the
saure but many younger fans formed a

their fans probably di: of any-
thing new.

Their skits were practically the
same as I had seen at one of their con-
certs four years ago. Unfortunately,
the same jokes do not carry the same
impact as they did in 1975.

Even the costumes were the same
and beginning to look quite tacky, but

ppi

with some of
the spaced-out characters.

With the success of “Up in Smoke,”
many of the new fans have fallen into
the latter category. Cheech and
Chong’s popularity seems to rest with
the new-found audience and as a result,
the quality of their comedy is taking
the low road.

Loving Cup opens stay
at Hotel Pontchartrain

Loving Cup is appearing through
March 31 at the Top of the Pontch in
downtown Detroit’s Hotel Pontchar-
train.

Loving Cup features vocalist Mar-
lene Hill, whose voice has been heard
on numerous radio and television com-
mercials. The group plays a variety of
music from show tunes and standards
to the latest disco on the sales charts.

- Danny Jordan, who heads the group,
plays acoustical and electric pianos
and is chief arranger.

- Bass guitarist Venny Pelletier shares
the vocal spotlight with Marlene, and

Dale Bender is drummer.

All members of Loving Cup worked
extensively throughout Detroit before
gellmg together several years ago.

Music begins at 8 p.m. Tuesday-
Thuxsday and 8:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-

day.

Top of the Pontch is on the 25th floor
of the Hotel Pontchartrain, located at
Jefferson and Washington Boulevard.
Dinner service features Chuck Muer
seafood and begins at 5:30 p.m. Tuea-
days-Fridays and at 6 p.m. Saturday.
For information or resfrvations tele-
phone 965-0200.

ments and details.

644-1400

Kinasley Iin

Would like the pleasure of hesting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.
Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-

Woodward and Long Luke Rond
Bloomfield Hilly

564-5144

Not 100 long ago songs like “Puff the
Magic Dragon” and “Lucy in the Sky
with Diamonds" were lifted from radio
airplay because they were considered
to be drug related. Now it’s all up front.

Cheech and Chong have taken drug
humor out of the day-glo rooms into
theaters, concert halls and vans in high
school parking lots across America.

The third member of this household is
an ingenious creation. Sitting hunched
in his poncho or twisting his black,
hangman’s blindfold in eager anticipa-
tion, he has only to utter an “ah!” or an
“oh!" to rivet everyone’s eyes.

Ellerbe’s grunts are a macabre and
hilarious foil to Ottenheimer and Davis’
fluent reminiscences of ‘‘glorious
trials,” — trials wherein they have con-
victed Ceaser's wife of murder, cleared
Judas of suspicion, and more recently,
condemned a mayor.

With enormous gusto, Donald C.
Moore plays Gustave Kummer, the
bachelor lawyer who visits to take part
in “the cases” that turn up about once a
month. Moore gives us a Kummer who
would die if he did not have these
chances to give his intellect full rein.

A great, stamping bear of a man,
dressed like an Alpine climber who has
deigned to put on a silk smoking jacket
and court attire, Moore portrays the
prosecuting attorney who literally
hounds the victim to death.

INTENT ON the twists and turns of
his brilliant logic, Kummer forgets the
human being in the witness chair and
plays “the deadly game” to its “logical
conclusion.”

Michel Cullen does wonders as the
mute butler, Pierre. The murderer of
the man who raped his sister long ago,

Pierre now served the judge who once
sentenced him. Cullen’s wonderfully
expressive face suggests worlds of ter-
ror.

He is the Incredible Hulk; skulking
and smiling he comes and goes like a
monstrous bat. He is always in the
ngl!l -place at the right time. His

eyes are

mad,

Cheryl Giannini has a trapped, wist-
ful quality as Nicole, the serving girl
from the village. Nicole is Pierre’s sis-
ter; she too has been rescued by the
judge. Sent to an asylum to be cured of
a breakdown, she asks no questions
about the “games” the judge and his
{riends play.

Nicole is an added twist in the rid-
dles of justice the play engages us in.
Ms. Giannini's remarkable raspy voice
serves her role well. Her high tremulos
send eerie sparks through the air; her
low-pitched, polite parries are filled
with desperate fragility.

RICHARD JAMIESON turns in a
terrific performance as the pivotal
character, the super salesman, Alfredo
Traps, who traps himself by the disclo-
sure of his business rise. (The name
“Traps” is 2 bit much. But Durren-
matt’s symbolism is usually overdone.
Yaffe’s adaptation is mercifully long
on wit and short on symbols.)

Jamieson plays the confident busi-
nessman lost in a snowstorm, the good
sport who joins the retired gentlemen
for dinner and then throws himself
wholeheartedly into their “game.”

Given to drink, Tieps drinks himslef
into a talkative mood, and goaded by
Kummer, slides slowly downhill to the
realization that he is — perhaps —
guilty of his former employer’s mur-
der. - Jamieson’s stunned face, the
stunned body in the chair, goes unnot-
iced by the triumphant lawyers con-
gratulating each other on their brilliant
arguments.

T will not give away the ending.
(Omer than to mention Judith Till-
man’s delightful brief appearance’as
Mrs. Traps). The epilogue nicely rounds
out the doings of these “pure-minded,”
mad old men. Durrenmatt takes a dim
view of human nature. Fortunately this
play can be enjoyed without subserib-
mg to the author’s views. The sheer fun
of watching lawyers and judges do
their thing is enough.

The set by Peter-William Hicks is
excellent. The wood-paneled, great old
house, the portrails of judges, the fall-
ing snow through the tall windows cre-
ates an atmosphere exactly right for
the mood of the play. Lighting by Jean
A. Montgomery was equally good.
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EASTMAN’S LANDING
Great Steaks, Seafood
Ray King at the Piano Bar

Nightly Tues.-Sat.
Daily Luncheons
Try Our New Dinner Menu
29200 Orchard Lake Rd., S of 13 Mile
Farmington Hills 855-2044
X ¥

(HUCK, S

BAVARIAN VH.I.AGE

$g 95

CLOSED MONDAY

27331

AESERVATIDNS REQUESTED'

535-320

Banquet Fa:IIIIIes
A CONNOISSEUR'S DELIGHT!
FRIDAvY AND SATURDAY SPECIAL

KING CRABLEGS DINNER

(COMPLETE DINNER)

OPEN TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 11:30 AM.-2 AM.
SATURDAY 4 PM. - 2 AM.
SUNDAY 2 PM. - 8:30 P.M.

W. FIVE MILE, CORNER OF INKSTER

RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
SEXOTIC COCKTAILSe

Carry-outs on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-3 PM
.JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 P
OINNERS 53:30 PM FRI & SAT til 10:30 PM

Ciosed Mondays
16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

Reservations Accepled
Tues., Wed.. Thurs. and Sun Only

427-3171

What would St. Pat's Day

St. Patrick’s
AN TOSTAL FESTIVAL

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FOOD FESTIVAL

“Tiva testival to remember, starting with an Irsh nountime bui
wwochday. And nowe you b ready or the frish evenings with §
Blocks with Inh delights and al the trimmings

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY IRISH ELBOW BENDING.
e without Irish Harp boer an tap or Guiness Stau by
the bottle? So we'll srve it up all week long just for you
SATURDAY, ST, PATRICK’S DAY IRISH BASH.

up an Irish pub in the baltroom, with good old Irish music of course
rinkin’ and eatin’ and an Iesh jig or o, You can buy seme Inah
Whisky or sing an Irish tune. And at only $3.00 per

you can tave a ot of gneen

CALLFOR RESER\'/\TIONS TODAY 4591500

Mot 5 Mile & Northville Ruads
PIY HII:‘;: Piymouth, ».mh.w 4870
Call (313439
Innl For meeting .wnd tanquet planaing

senved cacly
al Butcher

crson entertainment charge,

4
E \

KT PR e win
WO T 18 I ey

resented by
THE MEN'S CLUB
of Cong. B'NAI MOSHE

230pm. .
SAT. MARCH 10, 1979

at Congregation B’NAI MOSHE
14380 W. Ten Mile Rd. — Oak Park
‘4,00 per person

\

March 10...1pm, 8pm_

Two completely different shows

Tickets at
All JLHudson's

Sitverdome
BoxOffice

SHOWCASE
CIN Rtm&\s

0 SOUTH TELEGRAPH RD.

PI!H'I’IIE TELEPHONE 332-0281

< though Mar:
vt vou and vouy

Stop for frec hot spiced cider 2
sozen crattsmen at wo:
Wind up vour

\|:.u'Lh int

10—""The Ma

(Dinner-Theater combination by advance reservation)

Antiques Lecture

I’hum\ as D\xumu\h

Historical Concert Series, 3:
RY

Juan A

Sh Anoiversary Lecture Series, 8:00 pun., \lmu\n| Theater

“Greorge

Warp & Wett - Daly,

Mar 1= \lm 15— Combined exhibit & craft demonstrations

Famous Eurly Movies, 100 &

Fov tuvther it

o S .

Gresnfield Village & - t‘},

U
Dearborn, Michigan 48121

ﬂ Great Family ﬂutmg

Weckends in the Village

a guided wur of a dozen homes and buildings.

\'i it with a free mine s)
Or it vou tire of snow, visit Henry Ford )
Hall o Technology and endless tascinating galleries,

Museum Guided Tours.
ar. i Mar 23

erican Comedys 8:30 pan., Museum Theater

1 Pianint Wlliam Boleomn and Soprano

18— a special winter
1 family at Greenfield Village,

the famous Clinton Inn. See a
L plus special entertainment.

:h or carriage ride.
useun, with its giant

he Museum

any Who Came w0 Dinner™

Museum Theater

30 pam., Museumn Theater

forrs

“whington Carver™
Hall of Technology

Muscum Theater

on, coll 271-I620

Henry Ford Museum




