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Road gripes level off; officials take credit

Three special road maiatenance and
construction projects conducted in
1977, as recommended by the Road
Commission’s ombudsman, seemed to
have answered needs voiced by Oak-
land County citizens.

. “For the first time in five years, the

number of complaints received during
1978 did not significantly increase over
those received the previous year,” an-
nounced John L. Grubba, managing di-
rector of the Oakland County Road
Commission.

“In fact, complaints about holes and
rough roads were down dramatically,
as were complaints about dust, trees
and brush, drainage and about damage
attributed to our operations,” he said.
Grubba explained:

“THREE PROJECTS were conduct-
ed in 1977 aimed at reducing problems
with holes and rough roads. Each

cent by road commission funds, 40 per-
cent by participating townships and 20
percent by the board of commissioners.

“Another project provided higher
than normal repairs-to sections of 12
primary roads and streets in 13 subdi-
visions. This required a special
$230,000 road commission appropria-
tion and hiring of 23 temporary labor-
ers for 15 weeks.

“The third project involved road
commission purchase of special
$13,000 ‘Porta-Patchers, which are

ial trailer units that heat cold as-
phalt and allow better chuckhole patch-
ing in cold weather.”

GRUBBA SAID only two categories
logged by the ombudsman, now called
the Department of Citizen Services,
showed significant increases in 1978
over 1977.

“Both can be attributed to the unusu-
i of the 'Great Blizzard

project had been by our
special ombudsman office after analy-
sis of complaints received in previous
years.

“One project placed three inches of
new gravel on 283 miles of our gravel
roads in 17 townships at a cost of $1.3
million. The project was paid 40 per-

al

of '78. Complaints about ice and snow
did increase, as could be expected with
that week-long battle against an 11-
inch snowfall, severe icing, high winds
and a salt supply shortage,” said Grub-

ba.
“Remarkably, the other category
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was requests for information. This indi-
cated that many citizens were under-
standing, for one thing. For another, it
indicates citizen acceptance of our om-
budsman service, which can be reached
by telephoning 858-4804.”

Holes and rough roads were the
source of 26 percent of complaints, de-
spite the decrease to 2,812 from 3,960
in 1977, said Grubba.

“Most of these complaints (2,043)
were about unpaved local roads. In or-
der for us to conduct a construction
project such as placing three inches of
new gravel on such roads, state law re-
quires that we obtain at least 50 per-

More contracts

cent of the funding from local sources.
The law prevents us from using our
revenues from the state-collected gas
and weight tax for more than 50 per-
cent of such construction costs,” said
Grubba.

COMPLAINTS ABOUT holes and
rough roads remain high in Waterford
and White Lake Townships.

“In Waterford Township, participa-
tion in the special road gravelling pro-
gram was insufficient to do all roads
there that needed the help. White Lake
Township did not participate in the
ro;;l gravelling program,” Grubba
said.
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Drunk driving arrests in Oakland

County increased about 80 percent last
ear.

Officials for the Traffic Improve-
ment Association (TIA) of Oakland
County attributed. the increase to
beefed-up Michigan State Police
patrols.

Drunk driving arrests made by
troopers from the State Police post in
Pontiac increased 66 percent from
1977 to 1978, TIA officials said. Drunk
driving arrests reported by the North-
ville state police post, whose troopers
patrol both Wayne and Oakland County
roads, increased 93 percent.

Sixteen new troopers were assigned
to the Oakland County road patrols last
year. “Increased patrol coverage is the
main reason for the jump in arrests,”

said Northville commander Lt. William
Tomezyk. “In the past, our patrols in
Oakland County have been on a hit-and-
miss basis. Because of additional per-
sonnel we now have three cars on pa-
tro! in Oakland County 24 hours a day.”

Tomezyk said the number of females
arrested for drunk driving appears to
have increased, but he quoted no statis-
tics.

State police patrols are usually con-
fined to the expressways, but they re-
port that most arrests have been made
on roads leading to the expressways.

According to Capt. Paul Ruge, com-
mand officer of the Michigan State Po-
lice Traffic Service Division, the
beefed-up patrols mean an emphasis on
pulling drunk drivers off the roads.

Prof to talk on architects

Leonard K. Eaton, professor of ar-
chitecture at the University of Michi-
gan, will present a program detailing
the early works of architects Frank
Lloyd Wright and Howard Van Doren
Shaw March 15 at Lawrence Institute
of Technology, Southfield.

The program is part of the LIT
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School of Architecture’s evening lec-
ture series.

Eaton's presentation will begin at
7:30 p.m. in LIT’s architecture audito-
rium. The campus is at 21000 W. 10
Mile near
Northwestern Highway. It is free and
open to the public.
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Right now

you could be playing
- golf or tennis
in 70° weather.

$525-4165 -

* WATCH-SEWELRY REPAIRS & l
APPRAIEALS !
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Fun

ALL SIZES ONE
LOW PRICE!
Siera extra firm
$88.88 each piece
Twin matiiess or box sov

orig. $99.95 $88.88 cach piece
Full mattress or box spring

orig. $120.95 $88.88 each piece
2 pe. queen set, ong. $359.95
now $177.76 $88.88 each piece
pe. king sat, og. $479.95
now $266.64, $88.88 each picce
Guwen w20 King bedding sold In sets
onl

Santa Fe super fim

$108.88 each piece

Twin matress or bax spring

onig. $109.95, $108.88 each piece
or box

Ice and snow complaints accounted
for 29 percent of the 10,597 total
logged in 1978, at 3,144 compared to
2,378 in 1977, “Again, most of the com-
plaints (2,385) referred to local roads,
which have a lower priority and in-
clude the 1,000 miles of subdivision
streets that make up 40 percent of the
county road system.

‘THE SEVEN townships with more
than 100 miles of county roads continue
tolead in the number of i

1978. Second is West Bloomfield with
1,871 or 18 percent, followed by Aven
with 728 (seven percent), White Lake
with 684 (six percent), Orion with 536
{four percent) and Independence with
435 (four percent).

“Each of these has a large percent-
age of subdivision streets. Such streets
in front of homes typically augments
the amount of maintenance we can pro-
vide by levying a special local millage
for overall maintanance purposes,” he
said.

Wateford is first with 2,558 com-
plaints, or 24 percent of the total in

Total or inquiries
received in 1978 were 10,597, which
compares to 16,512 in 1977.
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Super Savings on Famous
Stearns & Foster Bedding...
Now thru Saturday.

When your business demands constant attention and you
have to be away from your office. take your office with you
with a Pulsar | Car Telephone. With it. you can talk to
anyone you need to reach right from your car. The Business
Hot Line lets you stay on top of every development. It's so
convenient. To find out how easily you can have a Business
Hot Line. contact Motorola today.

Call us at 354-6030

20300 Civic Center Drive
Southfield, Michigan 48076
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It's 70° and sunny at Sea Pines at Hilton .
Head. A typical February/March day.

The azaleas are blooming, And the dogwood
trees. By the time you get there, the air will be
filled with camelia. .

Fortunately for you, not everyone realizes
that spring comes so early to South Carolina.

, Not everyone realizes that right now is one
of the very finest times for golf and tennis at the
very finest place for golf and tennis in America.

Imagine playing on three championship 18-
hole golf courses that are in better shape than at
any other time of year.

Imagine playing the Harbour Links Course
before it's covered with the biggest names in
golf—the Heritage Classic will again be televised -
by CBS from Sea Pines on March 29th.

Imagine playing tennis at one of our three
racquet clubs—a total of 60 courts—before they're
covered with the finest women players in the

‘world—the Family Circle Cup Tournament will

again be nationally televised from Sea Pines
beginning April 10th. -

Imagine it’s 70° and the grass is green. It is at
Sea Pines. -

There is plenty of space for you right now at

“Sea Pines—from now through the end of May.

The only times we're full are from 3/23 through
4/1and 4/10 through 4/15,
Our spring villa rates are as follows:

Feb. 15-Mar. 17 Mar, 18-Apr. 30 After May 1
1BR  $40-$50 $68-$90 $61-$90
2BR  $72-592 $99-5128 $93-5123

Rates are lower if booked on a week or more
basis.

But the sooner you get here the better. There
are some wonderful special family air fares
through Atlanta from now through March 31.
Call your Travel Agent for reservations
—or call us toll free.

Who wants to imagine Spring without a
trip to Sea Pines?

800-845-6131

S.C. residents call 800-922-7042 .-

es.
ATHITON HEAD

oig. $129.95, $108.88 cach piece
2 pe. queen set, org. S389.95
now $217.76, $10B.88 each piece
3 pe. king sat, ong. $519.95
now $326.64, $108.88 each pioce
) O;mn and King bedding’ sold in sets
only

Now choose a Twin, Full or Queen size Matiress or Box Spiing at one low price. A King Size Set (3
pleces) may be special ordered. King and Queen’size sold in sels only.

The Sierra is an extra firn weight balanced unit. It features seat edge guards, Humidguard process,
and many other features that have made Stearns & Foster famous, and it is covered in a quilted

, satin cover.

The Santa Fe is a super firm unit with a beautiful floral quilt cover, pre-buitt border, and Humidguard
processing. This super firm unit has a heavy duty box spring for the comfort and support you want.
But huny. sale ends Saturday, March 10 and Quantilies are fimited.




