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By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Pressure is mounting in the Michigan
Senate to approve a resolution calling
for a Constitutional amendment man-
dating a balanced federal budget.

Twenty-seven state legislatures have
already approved similar resolutions.

Local state senators, however, split
over the resolution calling on Congress
to propose a balanced budget amend-
ment or convene a Constitutional Con-
vention to amend the 191-year-old doc-
ument. The proposal is currently
lodged in the senate judiciary commit-
tee.

The resolution was introduced by
State Sens. John Welborn, R-Kalama-
200, and Edward Fredericks, R-Hol-
land. It was supported by 18 other state
senators including Donald Bishop, R-
Rochester, and Bebert Geake, R-North-
ville.

SUPPORTERS say balancing the
federal budget is the only way to bring
double-digit inflation under control.

:| They also say adding to the $789 billion
-| national debt must be avoided in an ef-
‘| fort to bolster the sagging U.S. dollar
| on foreign money markets.

Locally, State Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak

‘| Park, opposes the resolution and State
:| Sens. William Faust, D-Westland, and

William Huffman,
‘{ have taken no public position.

D-Madison Heights,

government's ability to deal with na-
tional emergencies or major reces-
sions. Furthermore, they say, opening
up the Constitution to a convention
‘would be too radical and could result in
major changes in the document.

“THE CITIZENS are paying nearly
$1 billion a week in interest alone on
the federal defecit,” Bishop said, “yet
Congress keeps on spending and spend-
ing. The federal government, like state
government — and every household,
for that matter — must learn to live
within its means.”

The north Oakland senator added
that the country’s “tremendous infla-
tionary and unemployment problems”
resulted from Congress' free-wheeling
spending policies.”

Geake is more vocal. The western
Wayne County senator said he would
like to see the budget balanced imme-
diately.

Congress’ spendmg policies, he said,
“are not the results of true national
need. Instead it's the product of weak
politicians that like to give away
people’s money.”

BALANCE the budget, Geake
said $29 billion should be cut from so-
cial programs. “In the long run,” he
said “they (the poor and minorities)
will be the winners. It'll free up hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that can be

. say a
:Jamendment would handeuif the

back into the economy,” he
said.

Budget ceiling amendment
wins proponents in Lansing

When questioned why the Depart-
ment of Defense, another large budget
line item, would be spared the knife,
Geake said, “We need a strong national
defense. If we lose our strength and
standing internationally, we could be
taken over by a foreign power.”

ROSS, THE former director of the
Michigan's Citizens Lobby, argued for
a moderate approach. While he agreed
that Congress should balance the budg-
et, he said it could be responsibly done
only over a two- or three-year period.

Deficit spending, he said, is a fact of
life. “Supporters of the resolution keep
saying that government should have to
live within its bounds just like families
do,” he said. “If that we're true, there
would be no mortgages. Aren't mort-
gages deficit spending?”

‘While some congressmen and Presi-
dent Carter are at odds over the pro-
posed federal budget, others are deal-

Move to fatter pension plan
fails to impress Murphy

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Oakland County employees may go
on working until they are Y0, but they
stop accruing retirement benefits when
they are 65.

Some county commissioners want to
change that policy, but they face oppo-
sition from County Executive Daniel T.
Murphy.

Commissioner James Doyon, D-Mad-
ison Heights, called the current policy

Wildlife info
bill offered
by Pursell

US. Rep Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth,
has introduced a bill dwgned to pro-
tect envi itive plants

ing out warnings to state

U.S. Sen. Edmund Muskie, D-Maine,
chairman of the senate budget commit-
tee, has already warned the state offi-
cials that any cuts will be made in
areas upon which they depend.

Carter and Congress have already
eliminated “anti-recession, counter-
cyclical” funds — money paid out to
local governments based on unemploy-
ment statistics. CETA (Comprehensive
Employment Training Act) funds also
have also been pared.
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and animals.

The Wildlife Information and Learn-
ing Development (WILD) Act he pro-
poses would establish a public informa-
tion clearinghouse in the federal office
of endangered species. The office
would be primarily responsible for dis-
tributing educational materials con-
cerning endangered plants and ani-
mals.

A major feature of the bill is a grant *

program, which would be open to col-
leges, universities, non-profit organiza-
tions and local school systems.

SPECIAL EROUP OF

SPORT COATS

VALUES TO $145

NOw 52989

Cash ond Carry

SPECIAL GROUP
OF OUTERWEAR

-+ 50% OFF

Th
mcludlng LeBaron, Gmsh\re, tanvin, Hammonton P:

from our regular stock
ark.

Sale Ends Saturday, March 10

R AN

4 Open 9-6 daily
R S,M?w E (16 5:30 Sat), 80 Thurs.
cLoTHiER § [{ ample parking

31455 Southtield Road
between 13 & 14 Mile”
645-5560

unfair. Moreover, he said, the county
could save approximately $200,000 a
year by allowing its employees to work
and collect benefits until the age of 70.

‘The proposal was rejected last week
by the board of commissioners' person-
nel committee. But Doyon said he
would re-submit the proposal to the
committee in an effort to bring it to the
full board March 22.

“IT WOULD mean savings of
$200,000 a year. That'’s $1 million over
five years that would be available for
reinvestment,” Doyon said during floor
debate.

He also challenged contentions that
workers over the age of 65 were unde-
pendable and less productive than
younger workers,

Pointing to five county employees
who are 65 or older, Doyon said, “They
are more mature, more stable and
more willing to the job that’s wanted.
It's a case of employees really clinging
on.”

Quoting Oakland employment statis-
ties, the Madison Heights commission-
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er said the over-65 employees were ab-
sent far less than the average worker.
According to the statistics, the average
Oakland worker misses 10.6 days of
work-

“Four out of five missed fewer
days,” Doyon said, “and one never
missed a day.” -

THE DIFFERENCE between him
and Murphy, a Republican, is more
philosophical than partisan.

“Allowing people to accumulate re-
tirement benefits until the age of 70
would hamper the hiring of younger
pEcple the county executive said.

“Hiring younger people means new ide-
as and more motivation.

“That’s the way it's done in private
industry,” Murphy said.

Because private employers allow
early retirement, Murphy added, al-
lowing workers to accrue retirement
benefits to the age of 70 could begin a
trend to hiring older workers.

“A person could retire from private
industry at the age of 62,” Murphy said,
“then come to work for us for eight
years and receive benefits.”
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