The worry is hardest

Kids dread but accept divorce

Divorce is not an easy situation for
any child. But a University of Michigan
study indicates that imagining it may
be much more traumatic than experi-
encing it.

In a study of 165 school children
from divorced and intact families, Jan-
ice M. Hammond, U-M doctoral candi-
date in educauon, found that nearly 80
percent of the children in intact house-
holds felt divorce would be “bad” or
"the wolst thing that could ever happen

Thc children of divorced parents,
however, expressed a more positive
view. Ten percent asserted that divorce
'was “a very good thing” and 33 percent
more said their lives were “better” as
aresult.

“The benefit they cited most often
was not having their parents fight so
much,” Ms. Hammond reported.
“Other positive effects were receiving
more presents, celebrating holidays
twice, visiting the non-custodial parent
and getting extra attention.

“On the negative side, the children
were bothered most by not being able
to see one of their parents as often as
they liked. Other difficulties included
having less money, deciding whom to
live with and moving to a new home.

HAMMOND'S doctoral study focused
on third through sixth gradels at two
public elementary schools in an all-

two groups, Moreover, the teachers re-
ported no significant differences in
their reading or mathematics achieve-
ment,” she related.

““The teachers did, however, rate the
boys of divorced families much higher
in the school behavioral problems of
‘acting out’ and distractibility than
those of intact families. The boys of di-
vorced households also rated them-
selves and their families as lss happy
than those in the di

er marry each other again.

“It should be remembered, however,
that these are older children averaging
10 years of age; the length of time since
the divorce was an average of 5%
years. Thus, many of them had the
time and maturity to be realistic about
the situation,” Hammond explains,
“‘and make the adjustment.

“Children who have not been uzreugh
a divorce tend to treat the experience

d group
and expressed more dissatisfaction
with the time and attention they
received from their parents. The girls
in the study showed no significant dif-
ferences on any of these measures.

“One interesting finding has to do
with custody arrangements,” she said.
“The majority of girls in the divorce
group said that they would prefer to
live with thier mothers — not surpris-
ing, since most were doing so.

“But 47 percent of the boys in the
divorce group and 63 percent of both
sexes in the intact group chose living
haif the week with one parent and half
with the others. None of the 82 families
in the study had this arrangement. Yet
it may be an alternative worth consid-
ering, especially since it was the most
frequent choice of the children.”

MRS. HAMMOND said her study .

contradicted two common beliefs about

children of divorce — that children of- -

white, 1 iddle income
ty near Detroit. Matching the 82 young-
sters of divorced or separated parents
with 83 from intact households, she ex-
amined differences in self-concept,
school behaviors and various attitudes
toward divorce.

“A questionnaire administered to all
of the children disclosed no significant

differences in self-concept between the

ten feel for causing the
marital break-up and that they tend to
believe, if they behave well and ask
them to, the parents will go back
together.

“The children in this study displayed
no such guilt feelings nor any illusions
abut bringing about a reconciliation.
Ninety-six percent stated flatly that
they believed their parents would nev-
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Big Beaver Rd. at Coolidge, Troy.

as a and imagine it to be
far worse than it is. It would seem that
children who have accepted their par-
ents; divorce would be an excellent re-
source to talk with and help those who
are about to go through it."

The researcher became sensitive to
the effects of divorce on children as an
elementary school counselor for eight
years. “With the incidence of divorce
more than doubling during the past

States will be affected by divorce in
some way," she said. “Schools and
school counselors are in the most via-
ble posluon to assist children through
this erisis.”

She recommends group counseling
for chidren of divorce to share mutual
concerns and support, and greater use
of individual and group meetings for
divorced parents to discuss the needs of
their children.

In addition, she says, teachers should
conduct classroom discussions on di-
vorce as a means of making all chidren
more knowledgable and understanding
about family separations.

“It is no longer believed that a child
from a ‘broken home’ is destined for
failure,” she concluded. “But with the
populauon of divorced couples increas-
ing rapndly. it is crucial to develop

decade, it has been that by
1981, half the children in the United

to help their
children make positive adjustments.”

CiagsR eumions

LIVONIA BENTLEY 1959

Graduates of the class of 1959 of
Bentley High School in Livonia are be-
gianing plans for a 20-year reunion in
August at the Plymouth Hilton. Those
interested in doing organizational work
or attending may call Yvonne Colter,
464-1617.

DETROIT CHADSEY 1954
The class that graduated from De-

troit Chadsey High School in 1954 will
hold a 25-year reunion May 12. Those
interested in attending should call Jua-
nita Mason Wells, 342-0334.

DETROIT CASS TECH

The Cass Technical High School
classes of 1933, 1934 and 1935 will hold
a reunion Saturday, April 28, at the
Polish Century Club. Those interested
in attending may call Harold Alexan-
der, 532-6368.

Disco group tryouts planned

Hoping to organize 2 dance group
that would be known as the Detroit
Disco Co., Livonians Linda Dunham
and Susan Topolewski are scheduling
tryouts for women 18-26 Tuesday eve-
ning at Riley Junior High School.

Those interested in being considered
for eight openings in the team should
call Ms. Dunham at 421-8959 or Ms. To-
polewski at 261-7320, between 6 and 7
pm.
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Qur slim little skirt suit....is richly textured and always~
effortlessly! on the job, on the go! A shawl-collared blazer,
over the snappy spring imperative: a narrow-falling, side-slit
skirt. Double-stitched from seam to sfit, it's fully lined.

In navy or white polyester and rayon, for sizes

510 13; °76. Find it in Young Circle® —

where we are all the things you are.

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge.

open Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10 AM (o 9 PM;
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 AM to 6 PM; Sundays, Noon to 5 PM.

Sunday 12-5/Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6

Bruno Magli’s perspective on a classic. An open-toed
sling-back, with a Ilttle gold-toned buckle at the tear-drop
slashed vamp. This, on a mid-high heel, in white,.vanilla

in the Designer Shoe. Sé!on,

where we are all the things you are.

Saks Fifth Avenue, Detroit, Second at Lothrop,

open Monday through Saturday, MOAM 0 5:30 PM.

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Cc

open Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, mAM 109PM;

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Samdays, 10 AM t0 6 PM; Sundays, Noon to 5 PM.

kid: or black patent leather $90 the pair. Find them |

Q&AE

pring is...near. Here’s what's essential: the delicate
flalr of Malbe blouses, exclusively ours. Easy spills of
_ cloud-light softness, perfect for the snap of your new,
pared-down spriag suits. Left, for PM panache—

the Veneck wrap you'll sash and knot; in white

or black; %55. Right, a bit of AM &lan— the new
collared shirt, with a thin little string tie; in white or
tomato red; *52. These, of polyester georgette, for
sizes 4 to 16. Find them in the Blouse Boutique...
where we are all the things you are.

Troy, Somerset Mall, BAg Buv« at Coolidge,
open Mondays. Thulsdayx and Keidays, 10 AM 10 9 PM;
Tuesdays, Wednudays and Saturdays, 10 AM 10 6 PM; Sundays, Noon to 5 PM.




