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Dinner theater serves up
fine, serious production

By BARBARA MICHALS - =
eview
“Two for the R
Seesaw” leaves one
with a bittersweet taste.

‘The current production
by Theater of the Arts is
competent and enter-
taining, but the William
Gibson play is consider-
ably more serious than
the usual light-hearted
fare served up at most
dinner theaters in the
area.

“Seesaw” is being
presented on Saturday
evenings in a dinner
theater format at
Alvaro's in Royal Qak.
The show follows a
pleasant sit-down din-
ner featuring a choice
of two entrees. Ticket
information is available
by calling 649
0903. The drama is

who drift together out
of mutual need and then
ride the seesaw of love
until one eventually
climbs off. “Seesaw” is
not without bumor,
though. Its many comic
moments are in-
terspersed throughout
and smoothly integrat-
ed into the whole.

The opening scenes
are particularly funny
and warm as the two
characters make tenta-
tive moves toward each
other like moths drawn
to the flame but fearful
of getting burned.

GITTLE IS A kooky
Bronx waif with a gen-

ing ulcer. Though her
past experiences with
men have left her the
worse for wear, she
can't resist taking in a
stray in need of her
‘warmth.

Jerry, newly arrived
in New York from
Nebraska, s fleeing a
broken marriage and
wrecked career. Feel-
ing terribly isolated in
the big city, he reaches
out to Gittle. Jerry
needs to be needed, and
he's delighted to find
that Gittle, despite her
attempts at a tough
exterior, needs looking
after,

Kat LaRose does a

about two lonely people  erous heart and a bleed-  fine job as Gittle, con-

Audience delights
in outmoded show

By GAY ZIEGER r
Revnew

It is hard to believe, in this age of
disco, Kiss and Kinsey, that people

Barr relied heavily on the physical
and visual. He often bugged his eyes

would find “T Do, I Do” even vaguely
and employed exaggerated arm

amusing.
motions. He is, however, clearly a pol-

But they do, they do, as was very
much evident at the Paradiso Dinner

ished baritone who knows how to relate
to the audience.

‘Theater, which is presenting the Nancy
Sometimes their on-stage bickering

Gurwin production of the musical ver-
was as annoying as the kind one would

sion of “The Fourposter.”
Despite the fact that this is not one of
find at home, but the pair couldn't real-
ly be faulted. The level of technical

your more subtle comedies, that it is
was high.

filled with every sight gag and cliche
concerning the sexes, that the dialogue
is oh-so standard, the audience re-
sponded husiastically, often

n
sometimes vocalizing thoughts.

This makes no sense, and yet such
things are not subject to rational analy-
sis. Whatever those mystical qualities
are that in combination spell fun, they
apparently were there.

It was a very affable affair. The
room itself was intimate and colorful,
done mostly in reds, blacks and golds.
The tables were set with cloths and
candles. The service was warm and
personal.

THERE WERE two show-stoppers:
Ms. Gurwin and her grandly low-down
shimmy in “Flaming Agnes” and the
duo making plans for “When the Kids
Get Married.” Both numbers elicited a
sympathetic response.

A few other selections consisted of
merely ordinary language put to music,
rather like, “Say, I just got up and
brushed my teeth.” In one reat breach
of poetic license, Barr intones, “I'll do’
what I please. Even read ‘War and
Peace” "

veying both her tough-
ness and her vulnerabil-
ity. She's endearing and
amusing but never so
kooky that one forgets
to take her seriously. A
touch of a Bronx accent
sounds very natural.

In the final scene,
those are real tears
Miss LaRose sheds, and
ker eyes look red and
sore though they were
normal just a few min-
utes before, It's an im-
pressive achievement.

Hal Christiansen is a
competent Jerry. His
cynicism doesn't come
across very well, possi-

“bly because Christian-
sen simply looks like
too amiable a fellow to
ever turn cynical. His
delivery is always
smooth.

Director D. Neil
Howison keeps the dia-
logue well-paced and

utilizes the small stage
as skillfully as possible.
Scene changes some-
times seem slow and a
bit awkward, but the
stage limitations may
have much to do with
this.

DINNER IN-
CLUDES entree, baked
potato, vegetable, salad,
rolls, sherbet and cof-
fee. Diners may choose
between a hefty New
York strip steak and a
tasty stuffed flounder.
While the meal is very
satisfying, one wishes
Alvaro's wouldn't stint
on salad dressing and
rolls, especially since
their rolls are outstand-
ing.

“Seesaw” is being
presented on Saturday
evenings in a dinner
theater format at
Alvaro's in Royal Oak.

Theater
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COUNTRY LIVING on 2 scenic ac:

0

res with lovely pond and magnificent Cedar
Contemporary. Enjoy ice skating, horse back riding and a short walk to
Meadow Brook Country Club. Builder's own, custom 3700 sg. ft. home offers 5
bedrooms, 3 full baths, fireplace between large family and living rooms, Black
Walnut beams, Central Air. 5 minutes from Northvitle, I-275. 626-3100. $198,500.

PALATIAL HILLTOP home surveys

i hood. Enjoy i lux-
ury in 4 bedrooms, large foyer,
attached library, family room, door-
walls to deck, Central Air, etc.
851-8100. $159,900.

T
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THE MEAL, though undistinguished,
was palatable. The menu offered a
choice of chicken, fish, or veal cutlet.
Noteworthy were the breadsticks,
salad, and a marvelous appetizer of
spaghetti. The green beans and rice
were bland.

The show carried the cast's two stars
through 50 years of matriage. The feel-
ing of affinity for Nancy Gurwin and
Lindsay Barr was immediate. They
could do no wrong in the audience’s
eyes.

Ms. Gurwin has a winning presence.
She commands attention. Her move-
ments are natural, her projection to be
envied. She shows a comedic sense. Her
voice has a slight earthy quality which
summens images of blues-singing and
sleepy piano bars.
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WCXI MAY BE YOUR
TICKET TO THE STARS.

Throughout there was an undercur-
rent of talent, which unfortunately was
sometimes submerged by the predicta-
ble prattle of the script. The play is

ased on the premise that audiences
will find humor in long johns and refer-
ences to brassieres. It seems to be so.

For devotees of drama, this will ap-
pear insipid. But even those who de-
mand their comedy straight would ap-
preciate the earnestness and verve of
the two players. They put zest and vig-
or into every line. -

Ther were backed, most admirably,
by a fine trio composed of Martin Man-
delbaum on piano, Ted Muelier on per-
cussion and Dale Anderson on bass.
Do!”, directed by Edgar A.

Guest III, continues every Friday and .
Saturday at the Paradiso in Detroit.
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GORGEOUS center-entrance Colonial
in Beverly Hills. Lovely living and
dining rooms, Chef's gourmet
kitchen, 4 big bedrooms, finished
basement, much more. 557-6700.
$142,900.

NATURE AND HOME are perfect mates on high, Bloomfield Hills acreage with
" o > , P "

y retreat. Di

fo with

¥ i
open plan, high beamed ceilings, brick wall fireplaces and exquisite decor.
Library or fourth bedroom, 3% baths, huge family room with attached kitchen.
Extensive use of Walnut, Central Air, circle drive. SUPERB. 647-5100. $215,000.

TUDOR elegance on lovely half acre
in Rochester. Spacious 1977 home
has open ceramic foyer, library and
fireplaced family room plus 4 bed-
rooms. In top area. 651-8850.
$129,900.

Y M -
ENTERTAINER'S delight! Beautiful
Franklin Hills home has 4 bedrooms,
4 baths, wet bars in family and game
rooms plus library. A shangri-La
yard has stream, trees. 557-6700.
$279,000.

PR
DREAM TUDOR with super views
from high setting; park across street,
private yyard. 4 big bedrooms, large
island kitchen, music room, dark
room, Central Air, circle drive.
626-9100. $134,900.

OWNER'S PRIDE dominates this
stately 4 bedroom, 2% bath kome.
Two fireplaces, comfortable family
room, Central Air and many other
added features. Call now! 557-6700.
$98,500. :

SMASHING Bi-level in Troy’s top
Lake Charnwood area. 5 plus bed-
rooms, family room, 2 fireplaces,
hostess dining room, etc. Top value
for fine area. 557-6700. $105,000.

TROY Colonial offers lovely wood
parquet foyer, bright kitchen with
double pantries, large deck off fire-
placed family room, newer Central
Air, Birmingham schools. 646-6000.
$109,750.

ROCHESTER. Enjoy nature from
deck and 4 bedroom, 2% bath Colo-
nial on large lot. Family room, Cen-
tral Air, thermo bay windows.
651-8850. $95,900.

COMFORT In this 4 bedroom, 2%
bath Ranch with 3 fireplaces, family
and rec rooms, wet bar, intercom, 6
zone heat. On half acre. 626-9100.
$104,900.

KS: 2

SPECTACULAR 4 bedroom Value!
Wet bar in fireplaced family room,
Central Air and Vacuum, intercom,
wood windows, sprinklers—Value!
689-8900. $92,900.

¢ BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD HILLS e WEST BLOOM

two free fickets to the concert
me===) every hour from 6 a.m.

until midnight. So tune

| to WCXI. That's Radio -

i 11 onyour AM dial. Be-

cause it just might be

your ticket to the stars.

Country listeners, here's your
chonce to attend the
Country Music Spectac-

ulor Saturday, March 24,

atthe PontiacSilverdome.
From now until March 17,
WCXiwill begivingaway 2

" - COUNTRY. PUREAND SIMPLE.

646-6000 647-5100 851-8100

* ROCHESTER
651-8850

o TROY
689-8900 2}

¢ FARMINGTON HILLS-
FRANKLIN
626-9100

¢ SOUTHFIELD-
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557-6700




