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‘Santa Claus Is Coming’ ---

And Does At Wonderland

CROVD {Above) looks into
the skies for the arrival of
Santa Claus at the Wonder-
land Shopping Center annual
event. (Center) The Old Gent
and some of his reindeer
make a colorful view in this
scene atop one of the roofs.
{Below) These three young-
sters were among the first to
get close to Santa and make
known their desires for de
fivery on Chrisimas Day.

(Observer photos by Evert)

Hank Sladek Departs -
In Cloud of Mystery

By DENNIS PAJOT

Cloaked in mystery that only
American politics can produce,
two-term Wayne County Repub-
lican Party Chafrman Henry
(““Hank") Sladek 1s leaving the
county.

Unconfirmed reports indicate
that he and his polttically ac-
tive wite Gloria will take up
Tesidence in the Ypsilanti-Ann
Arbor area of Washtenaw Coun-
ty, “to be near the alrport
and expressways, '’

AP

SLADEK TOLD Observer
Newspapers he coud not di-
vulge his new residence nor his
future political activitles, “be-
cause 1t would be usurping apre-
rogative of the governor.

He did confirm that he closed
a sale on his home at 17410
Loveland in Livonia last week,
having put it up for sale Oct, 5,

Adding to the mystery was
Sladek’s comment that “new
party leadership is involvedand
coordination of varfous party
activities,”

He elaborated only that the
party Is studylng a new role
for the Wayne County chair-
manship, which during Sladek’s
tenure has been a non-statu-
tory position,

v e

WITHOUT LEGAL power to
enforce coordinating efforts of
supervised congressional dis-
trict party chairmen, Sladek has
had difffculty with such con-
servatives as  14th District
Chairman Richard Durant and

15th District Chatrman Dight
Vincent.

Sladek's terms have colncided
wIth emergence of moderate
Republican strength fostered by
former Governor George M,
Romney.

In the absence of speclfic
statements, speculation about
Sladek’s future role in the party
1s rampant, ranging all the way
from  ‘“ousted” to ‘dlgger
things.”

Asked 1f hs endorsement of
black candidate Richard Austin
for mayor of Detroit in 2 non=
partisan race played any part
in his move, Sadek said, ‘o,
I sold wy house before that,..
No, I didn*t endorse Austin be-
cause 1 knew 1was moving.”

HE ALSO SAID he had back-
ing of some party leaders be-
fore making the endorsement
“as an individual,” that some
gave encouragement and that the
only criticism from within the
party has come from non-auth-
orltative persons.

He sald northwest Detroft
State Rep, Weldon Yeager ‘“vas
Iying” when he criticized Sla-
dek’s  relatlons with Detroit
politicos on the endorsement,
“He's a lar,” sald Sladek.

Asked 1f he was Intending to
serve on the election campalgn
staff of Gov, Willlam Milliken
or other mayor GOP candidates,
Sladek said, *No, that requires
full time aitention. My parti-
cipation in politics has to be
on a volunteer basis,"

Mts. Moehle
On SEMCOG

Executive U_I_lit

Mrs, Jane Moehle, School-
craft Board of Trustees chair-
man from Plymouth, has been
elected to the executive com-
mittee of the Southeastern Mich-
fgan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG),

She will serve as one of two

representatives of the schools

bloc,

She was elected by members
of the General Assembly fn a
mafl batlet,

The SEMCOG executive com-
mittee  conducts - business be-
tween quarterly sessions of the
policy-making genera] assem-
bly and has certaln powers in-
dependent of the general assem-
bly.

PRI

MRS, MOEHLE fs the second
Cbserverland educator to gain
prominence in SEMCOG, Form-
er Livonia Schools Supt, Benton
Yates is staff education direc-
tor,

Presently a Ph D candidate
at Wayne State University in
college administration, Mrs,
Moehle is a former asststant
dean of women at the Unlver-
sity of Ilinols and 2 masters
degree holder in education,

She has served on the School-
craft Board of Trustees since
1961, serving as vice chair~
man and chairman,
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SHE SERVED on the SEM-
COG reglonal planning advisory
council and is a past natlonal
president of the Mortar Board;
past president of the American
Assoclation of University Wo-
men, Plymouth branch; past vice
president, board of directors
of the Plymouth Symphony So~
ciety; past secretary, Cincin-
nati vocational guldance asso-
clation; long range planning
committee of Huron Valley Girl
Scout Council and chalrman of
the Plymouth Antique Mart,

Mrs, Moehle lives at 1273
W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth,
with her husband John and chil-
dren Blll and Mary Elizabeth,

TOBSERVER NEWSPAPERS,INC

Your Hometown Newspapers

HENRY R. SLADEK, pictured with his son Steven and

daughter Marianne, is leaving his post as Wayne County

Republican Party chairman.

“I HAVE NO foresecable
plans to run for any office,”
he satd, also,

“If somebody thinks I'm in
trouble n politics, they don’t
know the score. Iwas In a high
level party conference in Wash-
ington last week, I've never been
in a better position In politics,”
sald Sladek,

Sladek and his wife were
toasted at a farewell party by
GOP assoclates and friends last
week, hosted by Mr. and Mrs.
John Stiter of Livonia,

Livionian David Leathley,
Wayne 19th District GOPchair-
man dellvered a farewell ad-
dress in which he expressed:

“Our district and local GOP
politics are suffering a great
loss with the departure of Hank
and Glorla Sladek,”

PN

RECALLING that Sladek’s in-
volvement n party politics fol-

lowed Gloria's, Leathley said,
“No other man has done so
much to build a GOP party and
keep 1t growing. He fs In his
second term as WACO chair-
man and was a delegate at
large to the 1968 conventlon
in Miami,

“Gloria is presently presi-
dent of the Republican Women's
Club, third vice president of
the Republican Women’s Feder-
atlon of Michigan, on the board
of directors of the 1¢th Wayne
Republican Committee and sec-
retary of the Livonia Youth, Inc,

Stxty to 100 guests attended
the party at the Hollday Inn.
Mrs, Sladek was presented with
a bouquet of fldwers and Sladek
got'a boutonniere,

Sladek reportedly didn't let
on to anyone where they are
going--to live or to politick.

Apparently everyonewill have
to wait for an annowncement
by Gov, Mllfken, which Sladek
sald Is belng prepared,
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