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. Wrong Persons Beg To School Board

READERS’ FORUM

Letters must ke limited to 300 words.

Letters must be signed, with the writer’s
address. Names will be withheld only at the
writer's request and for good cause.

Please type or write plainly.

The editor reserves the right to reject

EDITCR:

As 1 observe the meetings of
our Livonia Board of Education,
1 am struck more and more
by the Incongruity of the roles
played by the members of the
board and those who constitute
our administrative staff,

It seems perfectly obvious to
me that thelr positions are ex-
actly reversed, The members
of the administrative staff are
pecple with extensive training
in the operation of a schook
system--many of them holding
doctoral degrees in school ad=
ministration; however, they are
forced to beg, plead and grovel
in order to obtaln a minute
fraction of what is needed to
make up even half-way suitable
programs for our childrent

Do not misunderstand. 1 be-
lieve our present Board of Ed-
ucation to be for the most part
a fine one, The members are
doing the best they can under
impossible conditions and they
have my deepest respect, but I
waould feel better served if their
Tole was one of evaluating and

to the

unsuitable letters.

8C, you carried an article en-
titled, “new Antl~War Plans
Are Told,” This articlealleged
that Trinity Church of the Bre-
thren in Redford Township
would be a tralning site for
“anti-draft counselors.””

This allegation Is false,

The fact-of-the-matter fis
that our church board was re-
quested to consider aliowing the
use of our facilities for pur-
poses of draft counseling. The
rhatter was deferred pending a
more thorough investigation of
the views of the group sponsor-

making

superintendent and his staff with
the final decistons and imple~
mentations coming from this
group of trained professional
educators rather than from lay
citizens.,

We would hardly ask a baker
to build us a house or a dentist
to bulld us an automoblle, but
we might ask eéch of these men
what features he would ke to
have in 2 house and 2 car,
but certainly the {final deci-
sions would be made by those
qualified by thelr professional
training to perform thesetasks.
Why do we seem to afford such
tremendous respect to all pro-
fessionals except those in the
very vital fteld of education?

1 am just plain tired and
disgusted with the current trend
toward “bargaln basement’ ed=
ucation! Whatever happened to
those parents who were willing,
eager, happy and proud to make
sacrifices so their children
could have the very best educa-
Hon possible?

MRS, MARY J. KOZAKIEWICZ

Livonla

Cities Shorted
By The State

EDITOR:

In arecent column, Tim Rich-
ard denigrated Sydney Harris’
view that major cities would be
better off as political entitfes,
separate_from the states of
which they are a part,

I take exception to his view
that the present arrangement is
satlstactory. .

It is patently unfair that
the rural sections of a state have
political and economic power
that 1s out of propertion to
their percentage of population,
In the past, a vote cast oute

- state carried much morewelght
than an urban vote,

In many states this was de-

fended as only fair and just,
with rural spokesmen contend-
ing that the rural voter pos-
sessed more native American
wisdom and character than his
urban counterpart,
' The consequences of rural
dominated Leglstature were ne-
glect of urban provlems and fi~
nancial starvation of the cltfes,
Out of every taxdollar raisedin
Xew York Clty, only 50 cents
is retained in or returned to
that city, In effect, upstate New
York is enjoying a tax break at
the expense of the people of
New York Clty.,

You polnt out several public
offictals, including the govern-
or, and ask if they are hicks.
Obvicusly not, but then, stace
the Supreme Court ruled that
cows, plgs and cornfietds could
not be counted as people when
draving district lines, thus end-
ing outstate’s excesslve po-
1itieal weight, it s not possible
for them to be hicks,

As a result of the Supreme
Court deciston, legislatures are
more urban orleated, And prop-
erly so, since that Is where
most of the people lve and
most of the wealth is generated,

Mr. Richard ridiculed Mr,
Smith's Idea that cltles be sep-
arate entities by suggesting that
he meant that a city secede
without fts suburbs, R would
be perfectly possible, however,
Large parts of New Jersey
sarve very effectively as part
of New York City's hinter-
land, nowithstanding that they
aren different states.

In fact &t s very possible
that New York City would be
better off if the Test of fts
hinterland were in a different
state, 1t could then retain the
taxes ralsed there and finance
stself without going, hat {n hand,
to Albany or Washington.

©Of course, it isnot politieally
feastble for cities to form their
own states, Why should cutstate
set the golden goose free?

C.G, RICHARD
Westland

Counseling Not
‘Anti-Draft’

EDITOR:
In your Nov. 12, edition, page

ing such

The essence of our concern
now appears Justified, We felt
that a significant difference ex-
ists between “anti~draft” and
“draft”” counseling -- not to
mention a vast difference inthe
emotional connotation of the
terms.

Our membership includes
those whose conscience has di-
rected them to serve humanity
in non-military ways, as well
as those whose conscience has
directed them toprotect human-
ity via military service, I
believe this erronecus re-
porting does a disservice toour
membership and request your
retraction of the statement.

RICHARDL. PRICE
Church Beard Chairman
Trinity Church of
the Brethren

Redford Township

EDITOR’S NOTE: In a legal
sense, “anld?” was Incorrect,
Nevertheless, It should be
polnted out that the kind of
draft counseling glven by the
Committee for Peace is vastly
different from the kind that
would have been given by (say)
the American Legion, because
the committee isconcerned with
wconsclentious objector?” sta-
tus and deferment loopholes
in the law,

Livonia Schools

‘Inefficient’

EDITOR:

Needless to say I am most
upset with half-day school ses-
stons in Livonia, especially
when 1 feel it can be avolded.
Please allow me to explaln,

Livonta has approximately
$820 behind each student, which
is the sixth highest in Wayne
County, Thelr teachers salaries
are comparable to districts in
this area, They produce a good
education but they have four
grades on half day sesslons,

Now, as they say., “Let’s
Compare Combs,"” Our neigh-
bors to the west, Plymouth,
oparates with $700 behind each
students, this ranks 19th in
Wayne County. Thelr teachers
salarles are withln $100 of
Livonta, They produce an edu-
catfon equal to Livenia's, have

many after school programs
that Livonia doesn’t and are on
ul dags,

Let us also look at the ap-
proximately 34 other school
districts in Wayne County who
ave less than Livonia’s $820
behind each student, These dis-
tricts are able to operate 2 full
program on a full day, yet L1-
vonia with more money behind
each student can't, With thisin,
mind I think you wiil haye to
agree that the Board of Educa-
tlon's argument for half-days
simply does not make sense.

Untll this is explained Ican
only assume that Livonla’s
schools are not operating as ef-
fictently as all the other dis-
tricts {n Wayne County.

EUGENE ZANG
Livonia
EDITOR'S NOTE: Reader
Zang’s figures don't jlve with
current information the Obser-
ver Newspapers. has received,
Livonta puts {ts figures at $790
per pupll for the current year
and Plymouthat $1 higher, $791.
Livonia offictals belleve the
source of the erroneous $820
figure was a typographical
error in the Detrolt News,

Leader Thanks
Girls, Public

X FARMINGTON
EDITOR:

1 am a cadette leader of Troop
712 at Dunckel School.

There was a family of 10
on the east side whose home
was destroyed by fire, Mygirls
collected a very large amount
of clothes, canned goods and
money, In fact, my husband’s
truck was needed to deliver it,

I would like to thank public-
ly the girls for their services
and the generosity of the Farm=
Ington people who made this
drive such a success.

RUTH BAIARDI
Farmington

The Eagle’s
Wings Chipped

EDITOR:

Last week another Livonia
newspaper, The Eagle, printed
a supposedly factual story of
the tragic death by sulcide of
a boy.

The real, honest, legitimate

-facts were horrible In them-

selves, but this newspaper made
up, added to and distorted the
truth,

1Is there no way that this kind
of irresponsible journallsm can
be stopped?

Talk about ‘yellow journa-
lsm™ and “purple prose’’--
“ne lay fn a pool of blood,
the pistol clutched In his hand"

RESERVAT!

W ARSI
HILLSIDE
INN

The holidays are fast approaching. Make

your reservations now for dinner at the
Hillside Inn New Year's Eve. Distinctive
Dining amid the warmth of cur colonial decor
will be a perfect start for 1970. Call us soon.

--the weapon was 2 .22 caliber
rifiel

Some of the boy's classmates
(journalism students) went to
the editor to ask why this story
was printed and where he got
nis information, They were told
that he “wanted to wake parents
up*” and that the information was
from the police report, Which
was available to the public. The
boys went to the police depart-
ment and there found that the
record contained almost noth-
Ing 11ke the story printed.

The editor also sald that he
had not printed the boy's name
to spare his family, More like-
ly, the name was not pristed
to spare the newspaper from a
1ibel suit,

1 could go on and pick the
story apart, sentence by sen-
tence, but your space is Umit-
ed and I am agaln nauseated in
just trylng to put this down

on paper.
LOUISE EVERHART
- Livonia
Swanson’s
Letter Hit
EDITOR:

1 feel compelled to respond

to Bob Swanson’s letter oppos-~
ing parochiald, However,lhave
some reservations about refer-
ring to that frustrated jumble
of words and smearsasa letter.

Mr. Swanson’ sblasandhatred
for those whodisagree with him,
and his utter contempt for e«
sponsible leadership shocks me.

I have been a resident of
Livonia for only 15 months, 1
moved here from another state
with no opintons about local,
state or county officials. But I
wanted to be Informed. Conse-
quently T read everything avail-
sble on elected officlals and
candidates for both parties.

1 asked questlons of people
from various sections of the clty
and learned that Rep, Stempien
has the respect and admiration
of a vast majority of the pecple
1 spoke to,

1 have never met Mr, Stem-
plen, but I consider myself ex-
tremely fortunate in having 2
man of his integrity and honest
concern for his constituents,
represent me,

MR, ANTHONY NILES
Livont:

Schools Fiddle,
People Burn

EDITOR:

One charge against the
schools, which is readily at-
tested by students, is that pub-
lic education is irrelevant to
life. We saw that charge vali-
dated last week in Livonia.

The Observer quoted Li-
vonia Supt. Upton as stating in
a message to stafl members,
“‘As in the case of other con-
traversial issues, interested
students, teachers and admin-
istrators may, with the ap-
proval of the principal, cooper-
atively plan and participate in
programs dealing with the var-
ious problems related to the
conflict in South Asia. As
usual, such programs in the
high schools should be sched-
uled during students’ independ-
ent study time and attendance
should be purely voluntary."

Why should it be that
schools, dedicated to preparing
young people for mature citi-
zenship, should aveid a serious
public issue which by its na-
ture will-always be controver-
sial? In this instance, there

seems to be a high degree of
interest among students. What
does Supt. Upton think is more
important? i

President Nixon and Vice
President Agnew urged citizen
support on Veterans' Day.
Peace groups were urging
opposition the latter part ofjthe
week. Interest was high| so
students would be motivated.
What an appropriate time to
learn about the palitical proc-
ess, the formation of natignal
policy. the history of Sotith-
east Asia, the geography of
Vietnam, the history of pratest
and peace movements, the
development of treaties, and
much more.

How absurd to read that “It
is in the best interest of all
that the instruction program
proceed without interruption.”
Fine, but let the -instruction
orogram be relevant to life.
Nero played his fiddle. What

are schools for if they do not

seek to help our youth under-

stand the world they live in

and how to be thoughiful and

informed participants in so-
ciely?

JINM SCHAEFER

36075 Seven Mile Road

Livonia

Bentley Student

Thanks Denors

EDITOR:

This is just a letter of appre-
ciation to all of the many resi-
dents of Livonia and Westiand,
to thank them for their partici-
pation in Bentley's canned
food drive for needy people.

T would also like to tell you
the seniors collected the most
cans; 7.000 was their figure:
with the juniors 5,000 and soph-
omores 2,000. Over 16,000 cans
were collected, a very good
total figure..

So once again, a big thanks
to all who contributed cans.

A BENTLEY STUDENT

Thanks From
The “Village’
EDITOR:

Thank you so much for your
wonderful writeup In The Red-
ford Observer, The resldents
were very thrilled and I per-
sonally appreciate your writeup,
B brought many volunteers to
the village, I sincerely hope you
will visit us again,

BETTY REGINA,
Presbyterian Village

In Person Sgt. Sacto, Ch. 50 Star of Captain Detroit Show

FRI., NOV. 28th AT 10 a.m.

FRI., NOV. 28th AT 10 a.m.

PARKING LOT 2

PARKING LOT 2

Treats for all the kiddies!

WESTLAND CENTER

WAYNE AT WARREN RD. - WESTLAND

Give Santa a warm welcome when he lands at Westland in his shiney helicopter.
Hear the wonderful John Glenn Rocket Maiching Band, directed by David Wickham,

Join Santa’s parade with the pretty Westland pixies, and escort Santa to his castle
where you can talk to him in person.

OPEN
EVERY NITE
TiL 9:30




