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By HELEN ZUCKER

The Allen Rubiner Gallery bas one of the best shows

I've seen this year. Robert Burkert's recent oils, mono-
prints, and serigraphs are the work of a sure, highly origi-
nal artist. Burkert's superb technique is always at the
service of his content. His art delights.
-. Despite Burkert’s enormous knowledge of the varied
mediums he works in, the machinery behind his art is not
evident. He has ambition, vision, and reach — all shown
by the 35 works on view,

Burkert and his equally literate, gifted wife; Nancy
Eckolm Burkert, were in town for the opening of Burk-
ert's show on March 10 and for a book signing party at

- the Birmingham Book Store on March 11. Ms. Burkert
illustrates children’s books for Alfred Knopf; Harper and
Row; Farrar, Straus, and Giroux; and Ballantine Books.

SHE HAS PUBLISHED six titles and is currently
working on a book about whales. She is also illfistrating
Edward Lear’s “The Harmony of All Creatures” Ms.
Burkert believes that there really is no distinction be-
tween “fine art” and “illustration” when one is dealing
with illustrators of Arthur Rackham’s and Beatrix
Potter's art. Daumier is certainly no “mere illustrator,”
and the remarkable “Phiz,” the pseudonym for H. N.
Browne, the original illustrator of Dickens’ volumes, was
a remarkably gifted artist. There are many others. That
caliber of illustration passes easily into the realm of fine
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Ms. Burkert believes that “the world overwhelms peo-
- ple verbally.” She is upse| that library journals, newspa-
per reviews, and children’s literature associations pay lit-
tle attention to visual content.

Though pictures wake children to reading quite as
much as sound does, the typical review in “The New York
Times Book Review,” Ms. Burkert maintains, has a tag
line on the end saying something about “pleasant” or
“unpleasant” pictures, as if the whole subject were of

¢ minor importance. The current Bruno Bettelheim thesis
— books should have no pictures so children can form
their own images — angers Ms. Burkert and many art-
ists.

The Burkerts spent five months in England last year.
“London,” says Burkert “is a city that cultivates eccen-
tries.”

Neither of the Burkerts believe that England is falling
apart. A country that takes such incredible care of its
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Potter, painter join forces

many gardens, its enormous quantities of art works, its

ancient nooks and crannies, is, they feel, “essentially civi-
lized, saveable, liveable.”

Burkert, who is head of the graphics department at-the
University of Wisconsin, took a group of studenles on the
trip. He teaches grad students, freshmen, and a “drawing
¢lass in between,” so he can keep in touch with all levels.

HE WAS SURI at the sudden i
that contact with London gave his students, and with the

amount of work they produced. Burkert drew a great deal

and kept a “London Journal” — drawings, and a list of
parks and gardens that grew daily. Most of his tips on
“great gardens” came from passing strangers, He s?ld
people would stop, peer over his shoulder, and tell him:
“You'll get a better job out of the park three blocks
awAag\:'ice fromthe “natives” has paid off handsomely in
the current show. “Garden,” a large oil, caplqre the
years of careful toil that go into English gardening. The
speckled lawns, divided into separately planted plots, are
echoed in the sky, the falling water in the fountain at the
end of the garden. It's an extraordinarily organized, com-
plex painting. Yet it breathes serenity. “Chelsea Flower
Show™ catches the English love affair with ;frosh flowers,
blooming soil. . e
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“Tax Benefits for Older
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We can help. We'll give you a free copy
of the Mayflower Moving Kit. It's as com-
plete a guidebook as you'll find on the
subject.

Did you know moving is tax-
deductible? Know how to inventory your
household goods? Never mind. The
-Moving Kit includes all that and more.
Even change-of-address cards.

Let us help you before moving day.
For your Kit, just call your nearest
Mayflower agent.
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Phobia Clinic

» Certified & Licensed Staff

« Individual, Group &
Family Counseling

» Evening Hours Available
Call 553-3030 for Appointment

Sponsored by: Featuring
Suburban Mental Health Clinic N\Hanicures

32905 W. 12 Mile riear Farmington Rd.
Farmington Hills

AL
&
&8

§
&
g
g

Pre-
EASTER
SPECIAL

PERM
w250,
Femme Chic Coiffutes

“Styling for Him and Her"
16717 Middlebelt Rd.

Kings Row Flaza X
(Between 5 & 6 Mile Rds.) 4252777

ICCH MC-2034

As Timeless
as Tomorrow

design. Heavy plate glass mirrors
and distinctive pulls. Solid quality
h h Open stock avail 3.

SPECIAL BONUS
OFFER

~ INCLUDES:

® 66" Dresser
. eoJewel Box Tray .
Mirror.
Traditional cherry and heirloom : Chest on Chest

® Queen or Full Size Poster Bed o‘r
@ Queen or Full Size Cannonball Bed

1,400 Value
SALE
PRICE
Regular 149.95 night stand

Specially priced at
$95.00 with above set.
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desires! What

NORTHVILLE
349-1838

Closed Wednesday ..
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I SPECIAL PRICES ON GRAND RAPIDS BEDDIN?I

Schrader’s
: 4 Home Fur'nvlshin'gs

111 N. Center (Sheldon)

you...without
mortgage.

Your HOUSEPOWER means BOR-

pool, an addition to your home, a sum-
mer cottage...or anything your heart
Its the amount of
home which is th
. appralsed value and your first mortgage (if

any). This equity provides the basis for

borrowing &' large amount of money at

established Michigan National Bank -
Farmington simple interest rates, with the
maximum amount of the loan being deter-
mined in most instances by the size of your
equity. It makes your home work for

Let your Housepower
go to work for you

with a Michigan National Bank FARMINGTON

Homeowner’s Quick-Cash Equity Loan

How mu;:h HQUSEPOWER do you have? For Example:

ROWING POWER AT your neighbor- Appraised Valuation $30,000
hood Michigan National Bank - Farm- X80%
ington. The borrowing power that will Total Loan Value $24,000
help_you enjoy a new boat, a swimming 1st. Morigage Bal. -$12,000

Available for Home Equity 312,000

And you can take up to seven years to repay -
in low monthly installments at Michigan National
Bank - Farmington's money-saving simple intar-
est rates. That means you pay interest only on
the amount you owe. So the earlier you pay back
yout loan, the less you'll pay in interest charges.
HERE'S HOW TO APPLY FOR AN EQUI-LOAN.
Simply ‘stop in or call your hometown banker at
any of the locations below and discuss plans with
a trained loan executive. An appointment can be
made if you like. Just remember..WE LOVE TO
ND.

is your HOUSEPOWER?
uity you have in your
ditference between its

affecting your present

Michigan National Bank .

. Farmington

Orchard Lake Rd. & 10 Mils 9 Mile & Farmington Grand River & Drake Rds.
17:83% areas2 . 4782470
Coming soon our newest branch office at 12 Mile & Farmington

MEMBER FDIC IRSURED TO $40,000 AMilsted whth Michigen National Corporation & §8 biicn berking organization.
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An Equal Opportunlly Lender




