New stand-up comiecs

By PATRICIA LaCROIX

Hey, did you hear the one about the
stand-up comedians and magicians per-
forming Monday nights in Rochester's
Petker’s Place and other Detroit-area
small bars?

They are filling the needs of the
small bar owners by increasing busi-
ness on slow nights, but look again,
they are also filling their two main
n

’l’_he need to get exposure in the com-
edy~world and the need to practice
thelr routine until it is letter perfect in
every detail but still “looks so easy.' -

No punch line there.

The Troupe of Comedians and Magi-
cians, a division of the Southfield-based.
entertainment company of Recoin
Communications, is making regular
Monday night at Petker's,

BEFORE BECOMING a comedian,
the sole method by which he makes his
living now, D'Acust was an art student
in college and has also worked as a
chimney sweep.

Now, he said he spends all of his time
watching old comedy movies and lis-
tening to old comedians in an effort to
try to pick out what made them so suc-
cessful. If it was good enough for them,
after all, maybe it'll work again, he
said. M

Dave Couwlier, the youngest mem-
ber of the comedy troupe at 19 years
old, still holds on to the back-up sup-
port of a full-time job as a mechanical
engineer for a drafting company.

“You have to protect yourself, you
have to have something to fall back
on,” he said. Considering that the co-
medians don’t get paid for their

near the intersection of Walton and
Livernois.

Other nights of the week are spent at.
other Detroit-area bar-restaurant
establishments: trying to make a name
for themselves, trying to gain recogni-
tion in the comedy world.

“I'm going to {ry out some new
material on you tonight,” says com-
edy success-story hopeful Phil
D'Aoust, pulling a square of blue
plaid vinyl out of a prop box. “I've
got.all the straight lines down on
this material.”

, this back up support is
very important.

But members of the troupe all
agreed that Couwlier is the one mem-
ber that shows the most promise and
potential of making it big in the come-
dy world.

“He is a génius,” said troupe talent
coordinator Joe Kesner.

“Hi, I am Mork's cousin Dork
from Ork. I have been visiting the
planet Earth and I have noticed
that you humans do- everything
backwards, just like Mork tells me.
For example, instead of sneezing at
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people, we sneeze to ourselves,”
Couwlier performs. “You go ‘at~
choo,” we go ‘at-me.’

Couwlier said he was always consid-
ered the class clown while in school. He
particularly remembers high school
days when he imitated the teachers at
his Harper Woods High School to the
delight of his fellow students.

FROM THERE, he went on to a
short career at a local FM radio sta-
tion. One of the things that he would-
really like to try, he said, is street com-
edy in downtown Detroit.

“When the weather gets warmer,
that is something that sounds so excit-
ing to me. Robin Williams (from the
television show Mork and Mindy") got
his start doing street comedy. He would
pass the hat around after the perform-
ance and he'd collect about $75”
Couwlier said. Money may seem an
elusive thing to the members of the .
troupe, since they are not paid for their
efforts on stage through Recom Com-
munications. A $2 cover charge as-
sessed to each person entering the busi-
ness establishment forthe evening is
used to cover business expenses for Re-
com Communications.

“WE LOOK AT ourselves as steer-
ing them in the direction of paying
jobs,” Kesner said. The comedy busi-
ness really boomed about eight weeks
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learn funny business

3go, and he and his partner, Mike
wartz, saw the trend as a business
opportunity.

Bars are usually slow during the
week, and the establishments they
approached, he said, saw an opportuni-
ty to “make a sure buck and sell some
booze."The combination of the two atti-
tudes has resulted in the kinds of shows
now being staged at Petker's.

Since some establishments only con-

sider the monetary aspects of the ven-
ture, the owners of the bars sometimes
are not sensitive to the egos of the
comedians, however, Kesner said. This
has caused some tension within the
group.

“It is a frustration to the comedi-
ans,” Schwartz said. “They want to be
great, they think they are’ great. But
the comedy business is a tough one to
break into. They (the comedians) have

to realize this. They have to get street-
wise.”

Breaking into the business may seem
especially. tough when the audience
doesn't laugh.

What happens when they don't?

“I'm heading out to California. Soon,
although I don’t know exactly when,”
said one of the comedians, “You'll be
hearing about me, I'm not worried
about that at all.”
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Michigan Bell . . . people who enjoy serving people.

If you've ever forgotten how to
get a needed phone number fora
distant city — outside your own
area code — you may want to clip
this ad and keep it near your
phone as a reminder. Here's all
you do: First, dial "0 and ask the
operator for the area code, if you
don’t already know. Then, for
Long Distance directory
assistance, dial "1 plus the area
code for that city, then 555-1212.
You will reach a Long Distance
directory assistance operator
who will give you the number.
Once you have the number, write
itdown so the next time you need
it you can dial it direct and save.
Ityou don't have a good place to
write it down, we have a place for
you. . .your Personal Telephone
Directory — a handy book for
keeping your personal list of
local and out-of-town phone
numbers. It's free. Just call your
Michigan Bell business office
and ask for a copy.
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