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The Old Farmer's Al
manac alse promised an
excupﬂnnnlly cold period

i the Midwest starling
‘the last week of January
and cxtending through
Februa

Big deal. It's not too
hard to forecast a cold
-winter for this part of the
country. But few age@s
‘daring as the Farmer's
‘Almanac to put it down
in black and white to be
checked later for accura-
cy.

While many seers
broadcast widely their
successful prophecy
about that big winter
storm, few of them an-
nounce their failures.
+. FA also proclaims its
“successes. But itsYailures
-“are available to anyone
=¥willing to plunk down the
money to buy a copy of
this 187-year-old publica-
-tion.

Siace this Is the year of
the Qlobal Weather Ex-
_perin®ent involving the
countries of the world in
a combined effort to fm-
prove long-range weath-

s

How much does Farmer’s Almanac know?

or forecanting, It might
b b0 tha spirit of o
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Zorolng in oy e the
g memmable ayenla of
this winter, IL Ix s evi-
dent that FA gave no ad-
vaee word to Chilea-
goann about the blizeard
that wan to dump 20.7
Inches of anow on them
Jan. 13. Nor did It pro-
vide sufficient Informa-
tion to,residents of New
York, Washinglon and
Datimore that a big one
wan on its way Feb. 19.

The magazine was
much more successful In
its predictions about
what was to prove to be
the coldest February in
the Detroit area in 107
years,

In making its annual
prognodtications, FA di-
vides the country into
vegions. The Chicago-
Southern Grqat Lakes
area is called Region 9. It
includes the bottom half,
of the Lower Peninsula,

Before it gets into the
nitty gritty, day-to-day
information, FA offers
its readers a weather
summary for the area. It

»was here that it warned
of that exceptionally cold
period that was to begin
the last week of January
and continue through
February,

It added this puzling
sentence: “Snowfall will
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Let's lnok fieal atl that
Vintermittant anow" eal)-
male for Jan. 1005 1
simply Ian't an adequate
description for what hap.
pened on Jan. 13 to Chi-
cago. No mere fog creey-
ing In on litlle cat feet
hat day.

It was snuw roaring in
Hke an elephant bringing
drifts, winds and more
that 20 inches of snow.
The governor called
northern Ilinois a disas-
ler area.

‘The snow also piled up
a much-publicized disas-
ter for Chicago Mayor
Bilandie, who was said to
have lost a primary elec-
tion because of poor
snow removal skills. It
was an important climat-
ic happening for FA to
miss,

And not just for its Hli-
nois and Michigan read-
ers. Resldents of Region
9 living in northern Indi-
ana and Ohio and south.
em Wiseonsin who waded
around in galoshes in 12-
16, Inches of snow might
have appreclated fair
warning,

NOR DID THE ALMA-
NAC pick up the cold
that followed the big bliz-
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Happily for the alma-
nac, the publication's
crystal foresight sharp-
ened, and February's
frigid follies were pin-
pointed mbe accurately.

Give or take a few
degrees, FA was almost
right on the button with
its promise of a very cold
Feb. 1-6, Very cold it
was, with a wind chill
factor of 23 degrecs be-
low zero on Feb. 4.

It was on the money
Feb. 10-11 with another
“‘very cold.” You'd better
believe it.

* But fact and forecast
parted company Feb. 12-
14 when the almanac
crystal-balled a  “light
snow, drifting; some
sun.” Mother Nature had
not finished with her cold
kick because Feb. 12 had
a low of cight above and
u wind chill of 10 below.
1t was zero on Feb. 13,
and the almanac’s snow
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THE SNOWFALL
TIAT smothered the
nation’s capital and
caused a blizzard of ool
ing . in  Baltitnore
hlghllghLﬁ one of the
main problems in the al-
manac forecasts. It is one
of degree, It forecast
“snow changing to rain,”
and that is exactly what
happened.

But these words gave
its cast coast readers no
indication that they were
due for ferocious winds
and 23 inches of snow
that ground bureaucratic
life to a standstill.

So much for the accu-
racy of the most quoted
weather forecaster on
the American folklore
scene. Sometim.s right
and sometimes wrong, it
seems to base Its predie-
tions on weather history
and  probabilities more
than on sclentific metho-
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1978 wau a
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“Our flrst year in met-
ropolltan Defroit wns
excepllonal,” sabd Josepl
Brovks, hoard chairman
of Assoctaled Dry Goods,
the parent New York
company.

“We exceeded the plan
in two slores but not in
the third. Qur three
stores together exceeded
our plans,” Brooks said.

He referred to the
stores at Twelve Oaks
Mail in Novi; Lakeside in
Sterling Heights and
Fairlane in Dearborn.
But he declined to say
which two had exceeded
“the plan,” how well they
had done individually and
collectively, and what
soft spots there might be.
The company's goal
was known to be sales of
$100 a square foot. Each
store has 123,000 square
feet. That multiplies to a
target of $36.9 millian for
the year March 6, 1978 to
March 5, 1979 in the met-
ropolltan area.

Brooks said the compa-

ny s proceeding with
plans for a fourth stere,
at Briarwood Mall In Ann
Arbor, but no others “at
this point.”
Assoclated Dry Goods
has aboul 150 alores
nationwlde. Industry ana-
lysts say proflt margins
are tight and growth
moderale for the compa-
ny as a whole. Besldes the
29 Lord & Taylor autlets,
Assoclated owns  Stix,
Baer & Fuller, Joseph
Horne Co., Stewart & Co.,
J.W. Robinson Co., Sibley,
Lindsay & Co. and Den-
iver Dry Goods, along
with smaller oulets.

Assoclated's sales for
the year ended Jan. 3t
were about $1.57 billion,
but no breakdown be-
"tween the divisions is
'available.
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Daily Rental Cars-Driver Education Cars
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When You equip your 1070 Volars with the AO7 Value Package
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ofapartner
isbad enoug
without the loss
of the business,

{ you ‘can look out for each other’s
interests.And that’s one more way
Nationwide is on your side.
NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE
s Naborwde s on your s
There are Nationwide ag:n!sieady to help you in these nearby locations:
Mae B.O'Cannor Richard D,0'Connor  Tom Ruggirello
| 755 W. Big Beaver RA. 755 W. Big Beaver Rd. 738 Hilton Rd.
Suite 419 Suite 419 Femdale, MI 48220
Troy, Ml Troy, M148084 544-1420 .
363-1780 362-1780

Theloss
h

When two people become
partners, they go through a lot of
work tobuild a business. And
if it's worth building. it's worth
protecting.

Which is the whole point of
Nationwides business partner-|
ship insurance. It's a life in-
surance plan designed fora two-
partner operation,

If one partner dies. Nation|
wide provides cash to the other)
Cash Lo purchase the deceased
partner’s share, To keep the bust/
ness in business.

Nothing can replacea partner,
But with partnership insurance

too.

Hame affice: One Nationwide Paza. Columbus, Ohia 43216
. Company + N

Company
Aatable 1 mow M3t A e epportunily engsoper

Insurance Company
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