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 Youngest director takes hold

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Although “Lion in Winter” is the first

. full-length play she has directed and
- Barbara Underwood at age 25 is the
youngest director Birmingham Village

. Players has ever had, she appears
firmly in of her 1 ibili

potluck supper at the Birmingham Vil-
lage Players playhouse at Chestnut and
Hunter.

Belieing her composure, she said,
“I'm kind of a frantic director. I have
to do things physically for the actors.”
She explained she gets up on the stage

y.
A Birmingham resident, Ms. Under-
- wood has been rehearsing with her cast
for the last two months. “I auditioned
- early,” she said, “because there are
many two-person scenes in the show
* and I wanted to have plenty of time to
. work with the actors.”

. ¢ The red-headed director previously
directed performances of one acts for
the city's “In the Park” programs two
Yyears in a row, for Players. She also
directed a one-act Pinter play for a

Steve Pew, enjoying a laugh at
who must cheose a successor.

and what she wants done.

ANY TIME A CAST member is hav-
ing a problem with a line, Ms. Under-
wood may “give them a modern line
and comparisons.” Translating from
Olde English concepts to contemporary
slang can be hilarious.

As a third-generation member of
players, Ms. Underwood comes by
some of her theatrical instincts natu-
rally. Her grandfather was a member,
and her father, Art Underwood, is cur-
rently president.
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She said she was concerned that peo-
ple might think she got the job direct-
ing “Lion in Winter" because her father
happened to be president this year. But,
Ms. Underwood said, “I was assured he
stayed out of it, and it was a board of
directors’ decision.”

She was especially eager to direct
“Lion in Winter" because she is a self-
taught student of English history. Of
English-Scottish descent, Ms. Under-
wood has traced the family tree and
several of the family lines go back to
England, and the name Underwood is
listed as a Scottish surname, Her
mother (also Barbara Underwood) was
a Dennison, and young Barbara belongs
to the Clan Stewart Society of-America,
which represents the Dennisons,

“Lion in Winter” deals with Henry's
struggles with his sons,dn a fight over
succession to the throne after young
Henry’s death. King Henry favors John,
while his wife Eleanor of Aquitiane is
for Richard.

Sheila Girardot is Eleanor of

Aquitiane.

ACTION IS SET in the year 1183,
combining a couple of historical events
into a fictional drama. The plot is
melodramatie, with “something to of-
fend everyone,” Ms. Underwood said. It
contains humor, and physical violence
“with a 20-pound broadsword.”

Ms. Underwood graduated in 1974
from the Academy of Dramatic Art,
now defunct, at Oakland University in
Rochester. She then went on to two pro-
fessional jobs, with the New Jersey
Shakespeare Festival and the Alley
‘Theater in Houston.

She decided to come home and

Not entirely happy with the realities
of the professional theater world, she
decided to come home to Birmingham.
She works as a graphies artist with
Multi-Craft in Troy, which does auto-
motive graphics.

“The Birmingham Village Players
approaches professionalism more than
any community theater group I've ever
seen,” she said.

Barbara Underwood, 23, who has a professional theater background,
is directing “Lion in Winter.” (Photos by Randy Borst)
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‘RESTAURANT
CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE
SEXOTIC COCKTAILS*
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Carry-outs
CHINESE: LUNI
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PM
DINNERS 5-9:30 PM FRI & SAT tii 10:30 PM
Closed Mondays

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

Reservations Accepted
Tues.. Wed., Thurs. and Sun Only

Chinese Food
HEON 11 AM-3 PM

427-3171

tn Cooperation With The
- COMMUNITY HOUSE
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Rodeo In America!

America ond Canada's best cawboys and cow-
girls competing on oward winning livestock for
world championship points .
: $750Reserveds & Gen., Adm,
CKETS : $7507sarveds s Geon. 2
S AT: SILVERDOME, 4
HUDSON'S CHARGE) & BIRMINGHAN COMMUNITY HOUSE|

INFO: 857-8000
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>It's an old-fashioned
country banquet

One of the most popular features at the Old
Mill is still the scrumptious brunch we serve
every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
And, no wonder. It's the kind of hearty feast
you used to hear about in the old days.
We've got buffets lavished with fresh plump | .
strawberries, pineapples, grapefruit halves,
chilled juices, smoked salmon, cole slaw,
Waldorf -salad, barbecued short ribs, hot
cakes made to order, eggs, sliced beef in
spicy sauce, smoked country ham, crispy
bacon, sausage, Danish pastries, hot blue-
berry muffins... and more. The prices are |-
mighty inviting, too. Just $6.25 for adults;
$3.50 for children under 12. And it's all you
can eat, of course. So, this Sunday, take a
relaxing drive to the country and have
yourself some mighty good eating at the Old
Mill. For reservations, call 623-9300.

Ol Aill
5838 Dixie Highway
Waterford
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Contestants
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$3.00 VALUE
WITH THIS COUPON
Bodega Cordially Invites You And
Your Guest To Try Our NEW
LUNCHEON MENU. $3.00 Will
Be Deducted From Your Food Bill If
Two Or More People Dine To.
gether. .
Valid Only Until April 30, 1979

" I

Now Open for Lunch Weekdays — 11:30-3:00 p.
Master Charge  Visa ¢ American Express

AN BUKE 13433 TELEGRAPH

DINING &

COCKTAILS

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Qur experienced staff, headed by Mr.
Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-
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ments and details.

644-1400

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

564-5144

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

 Luncheons ® Dinners ® Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Stylé Welcomed
Open 7 days.a week
1+ Mon.-Thurs. 11.0.m.-10 p.,
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun, 12:10

m,; Fri. 13 a.m.-11 p.m.
p.m.

Woodward, Birmingham

[+

644-2913 2
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GOSPEL SINGIN
SPECTACULAR

14TOP GOSPEL GROUPS

HAPPY GOODMAN FAMILY TEDDY HUFFMAN
KINGSMEN . and the GEMS
BLACKWOOD BROTHERS ~ DIXIE ECHOES
HINSON SCENIC LAND BOYS

WENDY BAGWELL

THRASHER BROTHERS
and the SUNLITERS

CATHEDRAL QUARTET

HEMPHILLS
HOVIE LISTER
and the STATESMEN DOUG ODEM
. DON BUTLER

PONTIAC SILVERDOME
SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1979 - 1:00pm
MINI-DOME arrangement for best sound and visibility.

41,000 seating capacily. All seats reserved.

$5-57-59 and special family section seals at 53 each.
Tickets available at 3. Hudson's and Pontioc Silverdome.

Schoolcraft College Gym
18600 Haggerty Rd
Livonia a0

SUNDAY
- April 1st
8 P.M.

DR. J. ALLEN HYNEK
Telepione “THE. UFO EXPERIENCE”

591-6400 Gen. Adm. $3| . |
ext. 265 Tickets at College Bookstore students $2 |~ |
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