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By MARY GNIEWEK

Pmaﬂed With a petition signed by
5 Westlake Subdivision r&ldgfs up}j
fosed to proposed school boundary
thanges, the Farmington Board of Edu-
hation voted Tuesday to postpone the
‘plan that would shilt more than 700
tudents in junfor and senior high
ichools to different schools over the
1en two years.
! Parents-and a smattering of junior
\lgh school students filled the board
‘neeting room to capacity to air com-
laints about the plan that would send
Fne Farmington High district families
[o Harrison High to relieve overcrowd:
ing at Farmington.
' The families live in an area boarded
by Nine and 10 Mile between Middle-
- belt and Orchard Lake.
[ The petitions were nted to
\lBoard President Halm‘?rm by Mrs.
1

[ .
iTeachers study

. Teachers and administrators from
the Farmington public high schools re-
cenf.ly attended an advanced ‘place-
ment conference in Lansing.

‘The purpose of the conference was to
encourage high school staffs to contin-
jue to support the concept of having
ftalented high school students take ad-
\vanced placement tests that would per-
‘mit the student to skip past material in
the college freshman year that the stu-
dent already learned in high school.

Those attending included English
teachers Mary Brown and Michae]
Rasmussen, French teacher Melissa
Neal, physics teacher Bill Spencer,
chemistry teacher Beverly Schmitt and
‘principals James Geiger and Clayton
Graham,

i Counselor Barry Mussatto attended
‘the advanced placement conference at
Madison.
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Parent protest delays
boundary change plan -

Diane Scott, of 30020 Fink.

“We oppose changing of the school
boundary in favor of the pre-assigned
high school,” Mrs, Scott said. “And we
are requesting the boundary not be

changed.”

Complaints ranged from students
who said they will not be able to take
part in after-school activities at their
‘newly assigned high school because of
transportation problems to parents
who said the move will break friend-
ships by splitting children who've at-
tended school together since kindergar-
ten,

“The children in our subdivision all
attended East Junjor High and before
that, Larkshire Elementary School,”
said Jim Frederick, who attended the

meeting with daughters Mary and Jen- -
nifer.

“B& splitting the boundary down
Fink, you are breaking lifelong friend-
ships,” he told the board.

ONE MOTHER said her son “had his'
heart set on Farmington, not Harrison.
¥'m concerned over the possible psy-
chological affect the change might
have on him.”

‘The new boundaries were developed
by a task force of school administra-
tors and community residents to equal-
ize use of the district’s junior and sen-
ior highs and provide for expected
growth in the West end of the district.

Without the plan, administrators say
Farmington High would have a student
population in excess of 1,700 in the
1980-81 school year while Harrison
High would lag behind with 1,134.

“The optimum capacity at Farming-
ton is 1,450 and at Harrison, 1,412,
said Larry Freedman, chairman of the
task force.

“Without the change, Farmington
will exceed its capacity. There will be
no opportunity for students to schedule
classes of their choice or for full use of
the building.

“We have been working on this plan
two and one half years, it is the best
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plan we could find,” he said.

After nearly two hours of discussion,
board trustee Michael Shpiece offered
an alternative motion: to have three
representatives of the subdivision meet
with the boundary committee and
to come up with a better proposal in
the next two weeks.

The board approved that resolution
6-1, with Board Secretary Emma Maki-
nen voting against it.

Tom and Diane Scott and Jim Fred-
erick will meet with the boundary com-
mittee.

Boundary changes will be voted on at
the next board meeting on April 3.

Pre-trial exam

set for March 30

(Continued from page 1A)

the Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment Tuesday.

“Scherrer had the complete trust of

the people he dealt with - neighbors,
friends, family and chents " Hedrick
said, “It reached the point where they
would arbitrarily hand over money for
investment without reservation.”

Added Smiley: “The main concern (of
the customexs) is recnnpmg their
money."

Police say they believe Scherrer act-

ment scheme is also under investiga-
tion by the task force. As an attorney,
Scherrer dealt mainly with investment
projects.

A spokeswoman for Scherrer’s office
said he was not available for comment.

Scherrer is married and has one
child. He is a graduate of Henry Ford
High School and the University of De-
troit School of Law. He worked as a
student intern in the Oakland County
Prosecutor's office in 1974.
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