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Drive-time air waves lose a talented voice

By JEANNE WHITTAKER

Carol Coughlin, FM's answer to
J.P. and Dick Purtan on morning
drive time radio, has motored on
down the road to Toledo.

The youthful Birmingham resi-
dent's professional departure from
Detroit leaves an already small
number of women in “on air" and
“on camera” positions further
diminished. However, she said, the
move to Toledo and WDHO-TV is a
career move that she had to make if
she is serious about breaking into
television.

“That's no reflection on WRIF,”
she added quickly. “I've never
worked for people who are as fair
and honest as the people are where I
was. I've gotten the dumb broad
treatment at other places I have
worked, but never at WRIF.”

Ms. Coughlin’s route to television
was not only circuitous, it was also
filled with bumps and ruts. A jour-

nalism major at Central Michigan
Universily, following graduation she
joined the news bureau at the JL.
Hudson Co. That job ended, she said,
when she was fired during one of the
store’'s periodic “house cleanings.”

Five months later “I took the first
job that was offered,” she said, “It
Just happened to be in Lansing
where 1 wrote advertising copy for
a department store.”

Bored and broke, the young jour-
nalist leaped at the chance when she
was offered a part time reporter's
job on Lansing radio station WILS,

“I fell in love with radio,” she
said. “It was almost as if [ suddenly
knew what I was supposed to be
doing”

Ms. Coughlin’s next move was toa
full-time reporting job on Lansing
radio station WVIC. However, she
said, the excitement of her new job
began to pale when she discovered
that she and her news director were
amismatched pair.

“I decided that it was time to be-
gin looking for work in Detroit,” she
explained. Shortly before Christmas
1575 she was hired by WRIF, which
shares a complex with WXYZ in
Southfield.

“I was the news department at
WRIF,” she said. “For the first six
months I had a partner, but he left
and I was left on my own to provide
morning drive news head-to-head
with J.P. and Purtan.”

THE QUALITY of the product of-
fered by the young journalist and 35
fellow staff workers shows in the
ratings. “We were the top rated FM
station in town. We were always at
least the number two overall sta-
tion. My own program came in right
behind those two superstars. I think
it was a real success story.”

Moving over to television will
cost Ms. Coughlin a portion of her
freedom.

“Radio people have an advantage
over TV people, because we can

keep our privacy,” she explained be-
fore leaving WRIF. I get recognized
when I cash my paychecks, but most
of the time I can go where I want
and have privacy because no one
recognizes my face.”

Losing her privacy won't come as
a shock however. She has had first
hand experience with the celebrity
status that the public bestows on the
media when she appears in public
with live-in friend David Wittman,
of WDIV's Channe! 4 news team.

WILL THE NEW job prove any
more taxing or time consuming than
the one she has just left? It is hard
to imagine how it could be.

At WRIF the days were long ones,
she said. Her day began at 4:30 am.

She handled the newscasts from 6-9
a.m. She was on the air again at
1215 p.m. In between, she spent
hours researching material for spe-
cial features. The format of her pro-
gram, she said, was designed to
make the listener believe that he
was sitting across the table.

“We tried to project the feeling
that we were just people,” she said.

WRIF’s staff is housed in
cramped quarters. That, she said,
will be remedied in the near future
when a new building is completed to
house the station.

“We don’t have reporters or a po-
lice monitor, which I expect they
will add with the new space,” she
said. “I used newspapers, wire ser-
vice copy, and special reports that I

wrote up myself. About as far as we
could get was a telephone interview.
‘There just wasn’t time to go running
around on assignments.

“Pretty much I generated my
own ideas. I think that I was there
long enough to be able to work on
my own. Over the three years that [
was there I wound up being the only
original staff person left on the
morning show.”

Toledo’s WDHO-TV agrees that
Ms. Coughlin has what it takes to be
a success. Does that now mean that
her hometown has seen the last of
Carol Coughlin?

*“I live in Birmingham,” she said.
“Most of my life has been spent
here. I can't see living anywhere
else for a long time to come.”

' Carol Coughlin‘s departure from FM radio leaves commute between a home in Birmingham and her
the city’s already small group of women TV and radio
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new job in Toledo. (Photo by Allen Schlossberg)

personalities a smaller group. She will continue to

Symphony takes
Helena on tour

+The first United States performance in over a dec-
.ade of the Richard Strauss opera “Die Ae;
+Helena" will be given at Ford Auditorium at 7:30

ip.in. Wednesday, April 25.

1 Antal Dorati will conduct the Detroit Symphony
1in @ concert presentation of the work. Maestro
:Dorati, the orchestra and cast headed by Gwyeth
«Jones as Helen, wife of Nenelaus, will repeat the
rconcert-opera at Carnegie Hall in New York on
+April 27 and Kennedy Center in Washington on

‘April 29,

i These dates mark Dorati's first East Coast ap-
pearance with the symphony. The orchestra will re-
turn to Detroit immediately after the tour to record
‘the Strauss opera for London Records. This first
‘complete recording of the work represents the last
major Strauss opera to be put on dise.

In addition to Ms. Jones as the lead, the cast in-
(cludes Matti Kastu, tenor, Menelaus; Barbara Hen-
dricks, soprano, Aithra; Willard White, baritone,
Altair; Curtis Rayam, tenor, Da-Ud, Altair’s son;

SAVE BIG
on High Fashion
Eyewear
at NOVI OPTICS

Our everyday low prices are
about 40% lower than most
other optical outlets. If you
can't find what you want in
our large stock, we can get it
for you fast.

23550 Haggerty, south of 10 Mile
behind the ] Lee Hackett Bldg.
4787960 Daily 96, Sat. 95
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Attend The Simultaneous Revival
In A Southern Baptist Church Near You

April 1-8, 1979
Inspiring Music, Bible Preaching
A Warm Welcome
These Churches Invite You To Attend:

Hear : “Good News For Michigan”
Sat., March 31, 8:30 P.M., Channel 62

JOHN
MONTGOMERY.
MERRIMAN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH

2055 Merriman Rd., Garden City
7:00 p.m. nightly
Delton Dees, Evangeiist

Jackson Cox, Music

Ray Babb, Pastor
ORCHARD HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH

23455 Novi Rd., Novi

7:00 p.m. nightly

J.HAROLD BRYAN
EBER MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
19001 Schoolcraft, Detroit
7:30 p.m. nightly; 7:00 p.m. Sundays
Charles Morris, Evangelist
Tom Daniels, Music
Dale Lambert, Pastor
LIVONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
32940 Schoolcratt, Livonia
7:30 p.m. nightly
Dale Freeman, Evangellst J. Harold Bryan, Evangelist
Andy Roberts, Music Dave Savoie, Music
Elvin Clark, Pastor Tom Martin, Pastor
MIDDLEBELT BAPTIST CHURCH PALMER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
943 Middlebelt, Inkster 33740 Palmer Rd., Westland
7:30 p.m. nightly; 6:30 p.m. Sundays 7:30 p.m. nightly
Robert J. Page, Evangelist © James Adams, Evangelist
Carolyn Martin, Music Gordon Adams, Music
C. E. Martin, Pastor James Severance, Pastor
FOREST PARK BAPTIST CHURCH MAIN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington Hills 9451 S. Main St., Plymouth
7:00 p.m. nightly 7:30 p.m. nightly
Joe Hall, Evangelist David Ring, Evangelist
John Montgomery, Music Jim McNeil, Music
Joe Hall, Pastor Headley Thweatt, Pastor
Nursery provided; interpreters for the deaf

o

With every complete pair of eyeglasses purchased (frame with fenses), a
second pair of plastic s\ingle vision lenses® will be credited to you at no
additional charge. We will edge and tint your bonus lenses to fit your
present frame at no charge.

*Powar of lenses not to exceed PLUS or MINUS 6.00 Diopters.

‘and Birgit Finnilae, contralto, voice of the Omnis-

icient Sea-Shell.

. Also appearing in featured roles will be Glenda
‘Kirkland, Betty Lane, Dinah Bryant, Maria
Cimarelli, Patti Dell, Catherine Grimshaw and the

Kenneth Jewell Chorale.

‘ This opera in two acts was first performed in
Dresden, Germany in 1928. The librette is by Hugo
von Hofmannsthal. “Helena” takes place after the
end of the Trojan War. The first act is set on the
‘small island of the sorceress Aithra, off the coast of
Egypt.The second act is set in a tent in a grove at

 the foot of the Atlas Mountains.

i The libretto is a variation of the Greek legend of
Helen, the most beautiful woman in the world and a
direct cause of the Trojan War. In one version, Hel-
en, wife of Menelaus, eloped to Troy with Paris. In
another version, Helen never went to Troy; instead,
she and Paris were driven ashore of the coast of
Egypt. The opera, still another version, has Mene-
1aus on his way back to Sparta after the fall of Troy
and Helen is with him. He intends to kill her to

Ppunish her for fleeing with Paris.

" Tickets are available at the Ford Auditorium box
office. The performance i a benefit to support the

orchestra.

Museum hosts
_arts, crafts fair

The art of making adulteducation classes. $ 95 the soll right out of your house. And since our
something out of nothing Included will be hand- 39 Vacuum removes more moisture your carpet
will be illustrated Sun- de quilts % dries [aster.

made q Belter

day, April 1, when the De-
troit Historical Museum
hosts the fourth anpual

adult education arid and jums, ecology art, more dcsllechvehr. Your carpet is brighter. 400
ame, ceramics pounds of pressure are delivered thiough the
crafts fair. . :;mrlstery ce and wandandnozzle to clean deeper. Weusethe  Phone today 353-1 91 0!
: All of the thousands of 3

bandicraft items dis-
played will be the work
of students in .Cass
wOuhuch's 52 city-wide

oa

ing, photography, fine
paintings in several

Show hours are from
10 a.m.'to 4 p.m. The mu-
seum is at Woodward and
Kirby, Detroit.

correcthotwater teperature for every fiber.
Resull, a cleaner carpet that will kook fresher
and stay that way longer.

What's more, for your convenience, we take

We wiliclean rourlivlng

room and hall using the
finest system available.

protecis your carpet. it's the
most effective way to spills from
becoming spats. Available at exira cost,

P00, our jet System uses speciall softened
waler 1o further feduce residue and clean

Steve Hagopian

21711 West 10 Mie  Southiiekd, Michigan 48075

AMOUNT MONTHS ANKUAL MONTH FINANCE TOTAL
BORROWED T0 PERCENTAGE | PAYMENT | CHARGE LOAN
REPAY RATE

$4,000.00] .24 | 10.00 | 184.58 | 420.92 | 4420.92

$4,000.00{ 36 10.50 | 130.01 | 680.36 | 4680.36

. I .

$4,000.00) 42 | 1100 |115.18 | 837.55 | 4837.56
. $4,00000| 48 | 11.50 |104.36 |1009.28 | 5009.28
et THESE RATES APPLY ONLY’TO THE FINANCING OF NEW 1979

EXAMPLE: A new car purchased for $5000 with a 20% downpmi.

AUTOMOBILES AND ARE SUBJECT TO A 20% DOWN PAYMENT AND
BANK CREDIT APPROVAL. THEY MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR
WITHDRAWAL AT ANY TIME WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.
Call 553-4200 to get Exact Payments & Cost
on Your Deal
Mewo Bank aiso linances Used Cars. Commercial Vehicles, and Recreational Venicles
oS o Bk Fes

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK
OF FARMINGTON

FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK

Locally owned - Locally Managed - Locally Staffed

Farminglon Hills Oftice
27500 Farmington Road

MEMBER-FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

ington Oft

Telephane 553-4200 23305 e e
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