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Trackmen prepare for season

Lathrup, Southfield hire new coaches

By BOB GROSS
asd DENNIS O'CONNOR

New faces and no faces at all
highlight the boys track coaching situa-
tions in Southfield.

After 15 long years with the Blue
Jays, Southfield High coach Chuck Bal-
0g has called it quits. Tom Eschmann,
last year’s girls track coach, will take
over the boys program. Balog is still
undecided about his future as the Blue
Jay's cross country coach.

At Southfield-Lathrup, first-year
coach Walt Duda is very excited about
his team’s chances in Michigan Subur-
ban Activites Assocation (MSAA)} com-
petition — although long-time league
champion Birmingham Groves seems
to be the favorite again to win the title.

Southfield Christian isn't worried
about any league crowns, however. Its
main concern is finding girls and boys
track coaches for this season.

John Lazet, last year’s boys track
coach, will accompany the squad at
dual meets if 2 coach isn't hired. But

personal commitinents forced him to
resign as a full-time coach.

AT LATHRUP, strong hurdlers and
distance runners highlight this year’s

squad.

Seniors Joe Goforth and Craig Row-
ley lead all hurdlers. Goforth qualified
for the state meet last season in the
330-yard intermediate race.

Andy Krafsur, Craig Johnson and
Bob Harding make up a trio of distance
runners Duda is very high on.

“We'll be extremely tough in the
distances,” the Charger coach said.
“We won the MSAA league title in
cross country (last fall) so we'll be a
bear In the distances.”

Krafsur and Johnson ran impressive
mile times during the indoor season
this winter, checking.in with times of
4:35 and 4:37, respectively.

SQUTHFIELD HIGH SCHOOL opens

its boys track season without a familiar
face, as long-time head coach Chuck

Groves seeks
another title

By DENNIS O'CONNOR

For those who enjoyed the successful
boys swimming season at Birmingham
Groves, don’t rest now — boys track is
just around the corner.

And the Falcons look tougher than
ever — especially in the sprint events.

Coach Tom Kearney’s teams have all
but owned Metro Suburban Activites
Association (MSAA) competition, domi-
nating the action ever since the confer-
ence began in the early 1970's.

This year should be no different
thanks to some top-notch sprinters.

Three seniors and one junior form a
mile relay team which recently quali-
fied and finished as one of the top four-
somes at state indoor competition at
Cobo Hall.

Seniors Mike Lazzarini, Russ Parks
and Don Else, all returning letter
winners, head this quartet of relay and
sprint runners. Junior Tim Winship
runs on the mile relay foursome, while
Steve Braun joins the three seniors in
the 880-yard relay.

Winship is also an excellent open
half-miler.

‘The mile relay recently broke a 1968
school record by 2.7 seconds, running
an indoor time'of 3:26.7 at a University
of Michigan indoor meet. The 880-
yard relay also set a school record at
Macomb earlier this month, breaking a
1965 school mark with a 1:35.5 clock-

ing.

Parks and Else are versitle track-
sters. Parks is a refurning league
champ in the 220-yard open sprint,
while Else is a hurdler.

Foreign exchange student Gary
Beeyman returns to the team with a
year of experience as the leading dis- -
tance runner. Senior Greg Schultz wiil
accompany Beeyman on the grueling
races.

Despite a senior-oriented running
team, Kearney admits his squad may
be weak in the field events. Mark
Lunetta, a shot putter and discus
thrower, will be Groves' main threat in
the field events, returning as a league
champion.

Pat Kujat, a pole vaulter, was one of
the top'in the league two years agoasa
sophomore but had a “down"” year last
season as 2 junior. He returns with two
years of varsity experience.

Rice trackmen
looking tough

By BOB GROSS

Birmingham Brother Rice should be
in the running for the top spot in Catho-
lic League Central Division track this
spring, according to coach Michael
Popson.

‘The Warriors have 18 lettermen re-
turning from last year’s 5-2 {(dual meet
record) squad that finished second in
the division.

Popson said Reford Bishop Borgess,
University of Detroit High and Detroit
Catholic Central will be Rice's most
formidable competition during the up-
coming season. “They should all be
very strong,” he said. “They have a lot
of returning peaple who are very
strong competitors. But Rice should be
in contention also.” .

Among the Rice returning senior
lettermen are co-captains Jon English,
a high jumper and Rod LaRees, hur.
dler-long jumper; Tom Finn, a sprinter
and long jumper and Don Pietrowski, a

. half miler who placed in the Class A
state championship meet last year.

Other returning seniors are Bill
Pfeiffer, pole vault; John Bosse, shot
put and Pete Kelley, distance events.

“We feel they’re going to be the main
nucleus of the team,” Popson said.

g junior lettermen are mid-

dle distance men Chris Yaw and Dave
Swann; quarter milers John Cunning-
ham and Mike Greenwell; sprinter Bri-
an Brennan; hurdler Ralph Carolin and
distance man Danny Koster.

Popson also expects junior transfer
student Jim Browze to belp out in both
the shot put and hurdles.

Returning sophomore lettermen are
pole vaulters Mike Neff, John White-
head and Joe Kelley; distance men Tim
Sullivan and Mike Schaefer; shot
pulters Jeff Konkle and Fred Konkel;
high jumpers Tom Joyce and Tom Var-
ley and middle distance man John
MacManus.

Popson noted freshmen Mark Lytle
s a possible letter winner this season
in the shot put and diseus,

“I think we could be fairly strong,”
Popson said, “but only time will tell
how our young people are going to
come around and mature. It's hard to
tell at this time of the year who's going
to help you. When you see them out
there at practice they may look good to
you, but with competition it's a differ-
ent story.”

Rice's first meet is the Huron
Relays, March 31 at Eastern Michigan
University in Ypsilanti. The Warriors’
first dual meet will be April 2 at home
against Bloomfield Hills Lahser.
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Balog decided to hang it up after 15
years of service,

Personal business and family rea-
sons were given for his departure,

"It was a long time,” Balong said. “I
Bave a growing family and the children
are getting at that age — the weather
is getting nicer in the spring and I want
to spend some time with my family.
Track really consumed a lot of that
time.”

. After a very successful season last
year, Balog leaves a tough rebuilding
job to enthusiastic Tom .
Eschmann, last year’s girls' track
coach, will head the boys program, al-
though four different coaches are
working with boys and girls together,
grouped by events.

“Most of the guys on this year’s team
are out for the first time,” Eschmann
. “It's like a brand-new

graduation are Dave Walmorth, Bob
Church and Ken Rabey — three
Michigan iati
champions last year.
Add to these rebuilding problems in-
juries to two returning I

’

ticipants. Kurylo was voted the team’s
most valuable player last year.

SOUTHFIELD CHRISTIAN is still
looking for both a boys’ and girls’ track
coach as the season draws nearer to
opening day.

John Lazet {boys’) and Shirley Hum-
byrd (girls') both resigned before the
start of the year.

*I just couldn't handle the load with
grad school and all,” Lazet said about
the boys’. “The guys are running on
their own, but it's kind of 2 bum deal.”

Lazet said he still planned on going

Yolleyball
standings

Following are the final standings for
the volleyball teams in the Walled
Lake Community Education Depart-
ment's recreation leagues,

WOMEN LEAGUE
FINAL STANDINGS — Hustlers, 428 won-lost recurd:
3,

Rowley and John Robey (Ken's
brother), and one knows why Esch-
mann calls it a new squad. Rowley, 2
top-notch sprinter, has a leg injury,
while Robey, a quarter-miler, has a
hurt back.

First-year seniors John Yuchas (dis-
tance) and Barry Jones (sprinter) look
promising for the Blue Jays, along with
juniors Vincent Dean (sprinter) and
Dewade Wiggins {sprinter).

Bob Lachniet, a three-year high
jumper, and junior pole vaulter Mike
Kurylo head the list of field-event par-
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to the meets, while athletic director
Bob Newman, Ken Brown and Dave
Siles alternate rumning the practices
for the 19 boys competing on theis
year's squad.

Although Lazet admitted his squad

won't be strong in dual-meet competi- JANUARY 1 thru

tion this season, he was looking for- SAT., APRIL 7
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also looks strong, hoping to break the
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