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Art program opens a new

By CORINNE ABATT

At Michigan Council for the Arts, it's
* called an artist in residency grant.

At Oakland Training Institute, Lam-
phere, it's labeled a miracle.

As arts and activities coordinator,
Martha Scgal. a lady who moves
around the Madison Heights center for
training the mentally impaired like she
was plugged into a super generator, ar-
ranged for two artists to spend 10
weeks at the center.

The culmination of this endeavor
‘which is an area first and possibly a
first in the country, was the multi-me-
dia event, "The Flip Side,” held one day
recently at the center. Michigan legis-
lators who attended later sent the cen-
ter a special award, they were so
impressed.

But. the long lasting award of the
program which Christopher King gnd
Raken T. Leaves implemented is just
as treasured.

King. a Detroit artist who likes to
combine dance apd visual arts, is so en-
thusiastic with his results that he plans
to continue working with one particu-
lar student op his own time. Ms.
-Leaves, mime and puppetry, voiced the
same sentiments. '

\ MS. SEGAL said of the artist-in-
residency program, “It was all done
within the curricuium and it helped
both teachers and students by opening
up many new ways of teaching lan-
guage.
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But the proof of.the program is in the
results. Ms. Segal looked at a self-por-
trait which a young man did of himself
in charcoal.

“He was really non-verbal. But,
when we asked him to tell us about it,
he couldn't stop talking, Ms. Segal said.

King related dance to drawing, in
each ins}ance, asking for for what he
termed “mark-making” rather than
“dibble dabbling."

He did a lunge with arms spread
wide and compared it to the strong pos-
itive lines the students had made for
their still lifes once he got his point
across. ’ .

The young people, ages 14-26, come
to the school in Madison Heights to
learn vocational and life skills. They
are the trainable, and the institute is
one of four in the county. This one
serves the Southeast corner of the
county, including the communities
from Qak Park north through Troy.

‘The curriculum incorporates lots of
practical skills from furniture refinish-
ing, rug hooking and weaving to
homemaking and housekeeping, physi-

- cal education along with social adapta-

bility, language, personal grooming,
sewing and, for the older ones, work
skills.

THE YOUNG people in the
sheltered workshop, ages 20-26, were
earning money making an order of red
velvet bows for Frank's Nursery and
Trims — a project they will be working
on most of the summer because 200,000
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bows have been ordered. The first
42,000 were already carefully packed
and neatly packaged in boxes ready for
delivery.

Now all of this kind of training and
job skills helps build confidence and
satisfaction. But it was the arts pro-
gram that provided the thrills for these
young people. For the first time in
their lives they were dancing, acting
and freely showing on paper some of
the things that had been long buried in-
side for lack of a means of communica-
tion.

King said he had noticed a difference
in the way they walked. He attributed
it to the dance classes, Not long before,
most had moved and stood with shoul-
ders beat and arms hanging limply,
now they stood with heads held high
like dancers.

After contour drawings of thumbs,
King introduced his art students to still
life drawing — a new word for them.

“It was an incredible experience for
them to try to draw something they
could see — and none of them were
aware of shadows until I showed them
what they were,” he said.

THE STILL life he set up was a
simple cone, the kind used to mark an
area on a street. Yet for many of these
young people the cone soon took on new
meaning. shaded it, others elongated it
and still others turned it into an ab-
stract form.

Ms. Segal said that because of the
dance program, “Instead of going home

Kathy Ruckle was drawing like
this before the artists-in-residence
program started.

and watching the boy. when the music

ccomes on, our kids get up and dance.”
King nodded in agreement and add-
ed, “Now the minute they hear music,
they want to get up and dance.”
Realizing that most mentally im-
paired persons are programmed for
failure, he designed his instruction in
art so there were no failures, no rights
and wrongs — just creative expression.
Center supervisor Bernard Travni-
kar reinforced what King and Ms.
Segal had said: “We've had nothing but
positive results from this and we're
hoping to work this program into all

Fllgures in Kathy's charcoal drawings improved dramatically in
both concept and skill. Her work shows an increased awareness of self
through the definition of body parts and their funection.

the centers in Oakland County.™

Ms. Segal, who sees few limits to the
kinds of exposure to the arts for these
young people, had taken most of the
students to the Detroit Symphony, a
performance of “Annie” at the Fisher
and a performance of “Showboat.”
. She's now preparing a resource book

for the Title I program under which
much of this was possible.

“It's been instant sugcess.” she said.
“and the next person I want in here is a
musician.”

Her only regret is that it wasn't
started sooner. But, once started, ske’s
not about to let is get away from her.

T

TS

of .G &Y. 5

things
you need NOW
at big savings

tores Company

Cricket®
Lighter

Disposable
butane
lighter.
Thousands
of lights, ad-
justable
flame.

Limit 6

1

DOWNTOWN
FARMINGTON
CENTER
23314 Farmington

MON-SAT 9-9
SUNDAYS 12-5

4% 0z. Regular or Her-
bal scented.

Limit 3

Summer's Eve#

Disposable Douche

4qt

potting soil. Ideal 2
for all plants.
Bags

3

For

ted.

1

Green Thumb*
Potting Soil

Kleenex® Pocket Pack

854

Pkgs.

Soft Kleenex® tissues
in handy pocket pack.

Bounce®

20 fabric softener
sheets for dryer.

.8 , qt. liners.

) Trash Can Liners

10-26 gal. liners or 5-44 7 3
L]

Scrunge® Scrubber

2scrubbersponges per
pkg. -

g Polyester
1 Doubleknit

irom,

1.97

Spectacular_savings on_versatile
100% Polyester doubleknit, 58/60”
wide. Many solids & prints to choose

“

Gingham Check
Prints
Eye-catching gingham chec

bright colors '65% Polyester
Cotlon, 44/45" wide.

_ 149

ks in
r/35%

yd.

J

( Remr;ant

50% O

Regular Price

Clearance Sale

—

FF

'Stock up on
sew_ing needs

=

8" lightweight
stainiess steel

': 0z. skeins
190% Orion*

Dressmaker Scissors

Sayelle®* Yarn
40z.skeins of naiural calors,

3 ombre shades.
“7.88..
“DuPont Certtication Mark [] Skein

7

scissors with
blades.

1.27

=

t

4

=
Latch Hook
Kit
12x12” ith 100%
Cotton  canvas, 100%

Orion® Aarylic ~ pre-cut
leces.

—

3.33]

pon SouU
. & free®
+Fedoral law and regulation proibit the payment of a time deposit Trac 11® Crest S\aZ
turit nless thres ths of the i =)
B e v oo R, e Razor Blades Toothpaste Maxi-Pads
passbook rate. 5 cartridges. 7 oz, Regular. E : 30 count.
Drive- With With 83 I With 1 77
Open L_?Ev_ Drive/ln Cclzunan . l87 Coupon & Coupon L
Mon.rhurs.  9:30- SEcuriTy Good Thru . Good Thru Good Thru .
i Bank Sale Date Limit2  [S[CIOMTIY[S] sgte pate Sale Date :
Fri.; —— e EE DT ST | PR = P |
Sat. o NV —
; ~dupon coupon
; . -— \ Glade® 4 i} Comet® Pampers&
; - SECURITY BANK OF NOVI Air Freshener I=N  Cleanser Diapers
: 10 Mite at Meadowbrook - - Novi — Ph, 4784000 o Lemen Bes. oty Spring. B 14 0z.can. Agreatbuyt Sapare: oscroent daytime
43395 Nine Mile Road at Novi Road — Ph; 3480320 2 =V, 4 $1 w .37
. AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER Q/ Coupon For For Coupon GI el
DEPOSITS.INSURED UP TO $40,000 BY FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP, Limits R g:l:uD.:.l‘em Limit 4 g;:dB:T;u_j { Limit 2 . [s[clofT[T]s] é:l_: Da(em J

.




