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TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 14450 W. 10
Mile, Oak Park, will share in the cele-
bration of an adult group bat mitzvah
during its ShabbatEve service at 8:15
p.m. Friday, March 30.

Members of the group, Bess Dutsch,
Lois Falk, Glenda Isaacs, Julie Jack-
son, Lola Lane, Marcia Peven, Carole
Shays and Lee Wolin, have completed
two years of study and will lead the
congregation in an original service.

BETH ABRAHAM HILLEL MOSES,

5075 W. Maple, West Bloomfield, will

host a meeting of the American Jewish
Congress at 8 p.m. Tuessay, April 3.

The speaker will be Betty Alderson,
creator and international director of
the AJC overseas program. !

CLARENCEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH, 20300 Middle-
belt, Livonia, will host David Baker,
tenor and recording artist, for a day of
concerts Sunday, Aprit 1.

Baker, a graduate of Seattle Pacific
University and the College-Conservato-
ry of Music at the University of Cincin-
nati.

He will sing at Clarenceville UMC
services at 9 and 11:15 a.m. and 7 p.m.
The public is invited.

Moral perspectives

Law helps handicapped;' now its our turn

Darting gleefully into a rare open
parking space, emotions rise when see-
ing the sign “Handicapped Parking.”
‘The proliferation of this relatively new

. sign indicates a wholesome change, but

'we have some learning to do.

What does this mean to those of us
who are not called handicapped? All of
us have limitations ‘of one sort or
another, but most of us are not in this
category.

We ought to feel some deep satisfac-
tion that our society has done quite a
lot to provide easier access to and us-
age in public faciliti

A common American attitude is that
anyone who needs assistance should be
helped to help themselves. Here is a
significant illustration of acting out
that cliche. Barrier-free architecture
literally enables many handicapped
people to function.

We are right to respect our society
for creating conditions which help peo-
ple live with dignity. We should keep

improving aids to the handicapped.

BUT SOME LESS tangible improve-
ments also would be appreciated by the
handicapped. -

The handicapped person, more than
anyone else, needs to be regarded and
treated as a whole person. Did you ever
catch yourself raising the volume of
your voice when talking to a blind per-
son because you somehow thought one
handicap included another?

The belief for us to act on is called
compassion. It means putting oneself in
the other’s position and treating them
as we would want o be treated, as a
person of dignity meriting respect.

In addition, the non-handicapped
should try not to rush to pass judgment,
‘That means not being so quick to com-
ment. .

It is not easy to stifle a verbal reac-
tion when we are under constant social
pressure to demonstrate our wisdom in

Volunteers

The Qakland County Volunteer
Bureau, a program of the Volunteer
Action Center of United Community
Services, has weekly listings of volun-
teer opportunities, Further information
about these and other volunteer needs
at more than 200 agencies may be ob-
tained by calling the bureau at 642-
7272. Any non-profit organization need-
ing volunteer assistance may also call
the bureau.

TELEPHONE ADVOCATE — Ap-
plications are now being ammgd for

ties include matching volunteers with
agency job requirements through per-
sonal interviews, handling record keep-
ing and administrative duties, and con-
tacting agencies to determine their vol-
unteer needs. A background in inter-
viewing and some volunteer experience
are required. This commitment would
be for four hours a week for the next
four months.

PROGRAM LEADERS — Volun-
teers who have hobbies or crafts they
could share and are interestead in a

in a
crisis intervention hotline for Oakland
Crisis Center for Rape and Sexual
Abuse in Pontiac. A training program
beginning in April will include 40 hours
of YWCA orientation and interpersonal
skills training, plus 15 hours of crisis
intervention for sexual abuse training.
‘This will be the only training session
until late fall and is required for all
volunteers.

INTERVIEWER — The Oakiand
County Volunteer Bureau has an imme-
diate need for a volunteer interviewer
to work in the Walled Lake area. Du-

one-time are invited to
visit the Birmingham Nutrition Site.
Program leaders bring samples of hob-
bies, explain how they got started, and
answer questions. Volunteers with
travel slides or film are also welcome,
Hours are at the volunteer's conven-
ience.

GROUPS — Marillac Hall, a Farm-

. ington residency for unwed pregnant

girls, would like to find groups of vol-
unteers interested in working on specif-
ic projects. These projects include
planning and presenting holiday parties
throughout the year, providing decora-

tion for the dining room on special
days, baking cookies and birthday
cakes, helping with maintenance of
physical therapy equipment, and vari-
ous seasonal projects.

HOSPITAL AIDES — Clinton Valley
Center, a psychiatric hospital in Ponti-
ac, needs volunteers in patient related
and in in-patient related and non-pa-
tient areas. Direct patient care jobs in-
clude helping with hair and nail cut-
ting, writing letters for patients, and,
working with the coffee or book cart.
Other openings available are carrying
messages, typing and filing, mending,
and making clothes.

GROUPS — Church or civie groups
interested in community service are in-
vited to assume responsibility for a
once-a-month program at Clinton Val-
ley Center, a psychiatric hospital in
Pontiac. Suggested formats include a
crafts night, sponsoring and providing
prizes for a bingo night, supplying spe-
cial favors for holidays each montb, or
setting up an informal beauty salon to
wash and set patients’ hair.

quick retorts and instant

('m not so sure those snap judgments
are good for us when we toss them out
about politicians or the losing sports
team, either.)

The handicapped don't deserve our

Pprying questions or our excusing expla-
nations about their condition. They of-
ten l_alk with each other aobut people
rushing fo guess what happened be-
cause they use some visible aid,
. We hurt rather than kelp their ad-
justment when we assure them they
will be better soon while they know
they will live with crutches or wheel-
chairs or other aids for a lifetime. Our
quick tongues should be slowed with a
holy respect for silence.

WHAT ABOUT the view from the
other side? Let a word be said from the
insiders, the handicapped peaple them-
selves. I dare to attempt this only be-
cause I lived for 11 years with a handi-
capped person.

CHARLES
ERICKSON

Sheer statistics can be helpful infor-
Mation to many handicapped people:
Realizing that one out of seven of us
are handicapped removes a lot of the
feeling of being old. We feel better
when we realize how often, even if we
don’t see it, we belong to “the fellow-
ship of those who bear the mark of
pain.”

Barrier-free architecture, and all so-
ciety is doing to help, is a powerful
statement from society to the handi-
capped persun. These tangible changes
encourage self confidence. Society is

reaching out to ask handicapped people
to take a next step and deal with inter-
nal feelings of inadequacy or inability.

One of the major reasons for not
functioning up to capacity is inner self-
doubt. Loved ones and society are say-
ing the handicapped are needed and
valued but the confidence to get out
and try has to come from within the
person.

A sense of humor is the best medi-
cine. I want to say it is essential. “Why
do you use crutches?” can well be an-
swered with “Because I broke my
elbow.” When the handicappecd person
can see how ludicrous a situation is and
laugh, both the limited one and the out-
sider begin to relax. Then a genuinely
human relationship begins.

And isn’t that what life is final'y all
about? Any of us needs to get beyond
the unusual, the superficial, the visible.
Civilized life is built by affirming each
other in truly helpful friendship.

Mormon leader visits area stakes

Elder Robert L. Backman, one of the
most recent appointees to the Mormon
General Authority in Salt Lake City,
will begin on Thursday, April 5, a visit
to several area stakes of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

In the course of a three-day Michi-
gan stay, he will include meetings with
Mormons in Southfield, Westland, Ypsi-
lanti, Ann Arbor and Lansing before re-
turning to Salt Lake City.

A tri-zone conference from 9:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.Thursday in the Latter-day
Saint Chapel at 23190 W. Nine Mile
Rd., Southfield, will begin his schedule,
He will meet there with missonaries
from Bloomfield Hills, Troy and Grand
Blane zones.

A special fireside meeting for select-
ed missionaries will take place from 8-
9:30 p.m. Thursday in the Livonia chap-
el, Six Mile at Merriman.

‘The Mormon leader will conduct an-
other tri-zone conference, this one for
missionaries from the Ann Arbor,
Dearborn and Westland zones, Friday
morning in the Westland State Center,
7575 N. Hix. A fireside session is sched-
uled in the Westland center Friday eve-

ning.
Elder Backman will conduct training
sessions for priesthood leaders on Sat-

urday at the Ann Arbor Stake, headed
by Duane M. Laws.

He then will preside at 10 a.m. Sun-
day, April 8, over the Ann Arbor Stake
conference in the Ypsilanti Ward Chap-
el, 941 Grove. That session is open to
the public.

During his visit to Michigan, the
church official is expected to confer
with local leaders including Leroy S.
Walker of Garden City, Westland stake
president, and John R. Pfeifer, Bloom-
field Hills stake president.

‘The visiting elder spent his childhood
years in South Africa, where his father
was sent on church business. Ruth
Newren Kroepel, a Farmington Mor-
mon, remembers him as a seventh
grade classmate in Salt Lake City and
recalls the occasion of his moving from
that area. )

“We were wide-eyed and filled with
wonder,” she said, “when we heaard
Bobby would go to south Africa to ac-
company his father’s family when ke
was called there on a mission for the
church. We wondered if we would ever
see him again — all we knew about Af-
rica then was that there were jungles,
wild animals and cannibals.”

Elder Backman, an attorney, now is

ELDER ROBERT BACKMAN

a resident of Salt Lake City and has
served in several Mormon mission
assignments, filling the post of Region-
al Representative before being named
a General Authority.

He and his wife, Virginia, are par-
ents of seven daughters.
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9230 Sunday
Broadcast over WMUZ-FM 103.5
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Wednesday School of Christian Education
Family Dinner-6:00 p.m, Classes & Choirs 7:00 p.m.
Activities for All Ages

Nursery Provided at All Services.
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

..6:00
‘7:00
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=
9:45
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Sungty 1010 AM.
jdle Schoot
X Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10:00-5:30
600 PH e Servce Thurs. & Fr. 10,0060
Wednesday 7:15 PM, . .
Bidle Study All are welcome at our Church Services
and the Reading Rooms
645-1202 -
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