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“Tevye and Daughters’ needs zip

By GAY ZIEGER

Once a poem is set to music, it is dif-
ficult to be at a recitation without
hearing an echo of the melody.

So it was at the Jewish Community
Center's presentation of “Tevya and
His Daughters,” the Sholem Aleichem
story from which “Fiddler on the Roof”
was derived. The cast was

Review

, THIS IS HOW we expected to see the
simple village people. Instead we were
given a tale of a man trying to marry
off his seven Whether the

enough, but one wanted more — per-
haps a little dance step, a bursting into
song.

‘The musical was joyous and lively.
This production tended to plod along. It
also failed to bring out the broad social
significance inherent in the story.

Briefly, the story concerns the Rus-
sian pogroms against the Jews at the
turn of the century. It takes place in a
small village where people persevere
through adherence to tradition, both re-
ligious and cultural. Despite great ad-
versity and constant surveillance by
the military, they greet each day witk
determination and without a flagging
of spirits.

Meadow

Moliere's rollicking farce, “The Ad-
ventures of Scapin” (sku-pan), will open
a four-week run at the Meadow Brook
‘Theater at 8:30 p.m. Thursday, March
26, on the campus of Oakland Universi-
ty near Rochester.

John Ulmer, frequently a guest di-
rector at Meadow Brook, will stage the
famous French farce. This version of
“The Adventures of Scapin” is Ulmer’s
adaptation.

fault lay in editing, in emphasis, or the
fact that many lines, maybe significant
ones, were muffled, is unclear. What-
ever, the total impact was not great
and the audience was left with the feel-
ing of, is that all there is?

Despite the many flaws — the afore-
said muffled lines, some anticipatory
reactions, a lack of joyousness (the
wedding party was not lightfooted, but
rather hesitant as it clumped across
the stage), an occasional covering up of
missed lines — the play had a few good
moments and showed evidence of prep-
aration.

In the title role as Tevya, Lou
Popper lacked the heavy sensuality of

The plot revolves around the title
character, Scapin, an outrageous but
beguiling servant, who races through a
series of comic complications, talking
himself into and out off trouble with
lightning speed. He outwits his master
to support the cause of young love and
lines his pocket with gold at the same
time.

Mistaken identities, irate fathers and
foreign thieves add color to the con-
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Topol, from the movie, and Zero Mos-
tel, from the play, but he was warm
and sensitive and loving. At first he
was too hearty to be heard, but eventu-
ally he settled down and delivered well.

Popper is a physical actor, slapping
tables, feeling wood, scratching head,
adjusting his glasses, shrugging, gesti-
culating, frowning — all with great
effect, His constant parables and quot-
ings from the Talmud, usually begin-
ning with, “It is written,” were tire-
some and not likely written by the
author.

Harriet Goldman as Golde, his wife,
was full of fun as she arranged for her
daughters’ betrothals, although at
times she was slightly shrill. Her
strongest scene was when Tevya pre-
tended to be awakened by the vision of
her long-dead grandmother, Ms. Gold-
man truly seemed agitated, though not
without an awareness of the humor in
the situation, and urged him to spit
three times to ward off evil spirits.

CLAUDIA SILLS as Tzeitl over-
played facial expressions, but when it

stant action.

ERIC TAVARIS will play the title
role of the conniving servant, Scapin.
Tavaris most recently appeared at
Meadow Brook in “Ring Round the
Moon,” executing a torrid tango, and as
a disillusioned alcoholic in “That
Championship Season” last fall.

Melanie Resnick has returned from
her home in London to play the role of
Hyacinthe. Miss Resnick was last seen
here in Meadow Brook's production of
“Pienic.”

Other Meadow Brook alumni in the
cast are Curtis J. Armstrong and David
Meadow Brook appearances were in
“Spoon River,” “A Doctor in Spite of
Disciple” and “The Caine Mutiny

came 1o crying, she was a master, The
simulation of this act of emotion is al-
ways difficult, and she has perfected it.

Amy Goldman as Hodel brought to

mind Shakespeare’s Juliet. With some

work on her projection, she would do
well as the ill-fated miss. She ap-
proached this role seriously, with an
earnestness that suffused her whole
body. :

‘The suitors in the play are cast in
rather secondary roles. However, all
three — Sheldon Smith, David Ellsley
ard John MacColl — performed admi-
rably and with appropriate eagerness.
MacColl has a kind of early 1930s
haunting quality that pervades all his
performances.

We seem to trust in his idealistic
view of social revolution that will re-
sult in all people coming together. .

This is not “Fiddler,” but it is
Aleichem in his purest form. The mes-
sage, more implied than actually
stated, is still there to a degree. And
you'll be sympathetic to the cast.

Additional performances will be held
this weekend and next.

Brook opening French farce

Court-Martial.” David Kroll's previous
Meadow Brook appearances were in
“Spoon River,” “A Doctor in Spite of
Himself,” “Inherit the Wind,” “The
Front Page” and “Country Girl.”

George Gitto, who will play the role
of Geronte, one of the irate fathers,
most recently completed the national
tour and the TV production of “The
Royal Family.” Other newcomers to
the Meadow Brook stage include Peter
Blaxill, Michael Forella, Mary Gutzi
and Doug Schneider.

“The Adventures of Scapin” will fea-
ture a single setting by Douglas Wright,
costumes by Mary Lynn Bonnell and
lighting by Fred Fonner. This produe-*
tion of “The Adventures of Scapin” will
also tour the state following its run at
Meadow Brook.
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