'New fire codes emphasize

“health and personal safety

First, it was smoke detectors. Next,
it will be sprinkler systems and emer-
gency lighting systems.

“1t'sall part of the Farmington code
for fire prevention and safety, a code
Fire Marshal Norm Maddison said
keeps getting better.

-. “Codes are hard to understand.
There have been so many changes. Life
safety codes have been given high pri-
arityy since the Kentucky nightclub
five,” Maddison said, referring to the
Covington fire that took hundreds of
lives a few years back.

+- “Firemen would like to see a lot of
things introduced to the codes, like
sprinkler systems in residential homes.

 Mall will be sold

THE NEW owners will
take over management
functions, according to
Sills, of Southfield.

This is a possibility in new construction
in the next few years. These things take
time to change.”

Sprinklers are. now required in fur-
nace rooms of commercial and multi-
ple family apartment buildings. And
when the 1978 Building Officials and
Code Administrators (BOCA) handbook
goes into effect this spring, it will de-
mand stronger requirements for emer-
gency lighting, exits and ventilation in
public places with capacity in excess of
50.

One problem the fire department has
with codes is “We have very little con-
trol ‘over buildings unless they're un-

days. “I am the chief
investor,” the West
Bloomfield resident said.

He sees no barrier to
the sale. But approval by
U.S. District Court is nec-
essary because Orchard
Mall is in receivership,

Financial interest of
George Weingarden and
Steve Orosz, original
principals in the venture,
will be diluted by the new
partners.

- New life for West
Bloomfield's Orchard
Mall is imminent.

"A bid for controlling
interest in the financially
troubled shopping center
has beeh made by a
group of investors head-
ed by attorneys Irving
August and Arthur Sills.

< August, who represents
toth the old and new
investors, hopes to final-
ige the deal within 30

Completing and leas-
ing the 20,000 square feet
of unfinished space in the
enclosed mall’s north-
west corner is their num-
ber one priority.

Getting a better mix of

tenants and agressive
promotion come next.
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de;gning major renovation,” Maddison
said.

“But just because a building is old
doesn't mean it's a fire hazard. Many
old buildings are built better than new-
er ones. Many factors determine which
buildings are safe, which aren't. We
can condemn unsafe buildings.”

BOCA 1S issued and.updated every
three years. Farmington still uses the
1975 code book until the state sanctions
approval for the new book.

Maddison spoke of trade-offs, which
are common in building code practices,
He cited Federal's as an example.

Federal's department store in down-
town Farmington is currently undergo-
ing a major renovation — it will re-
open divided into eight retail stores this
summer. Maddison said the number of
exits and new fire walls were installed
to comply with the codes, but the store
already had a complete sprinkler sys-

tem. .
“A better protected building, such as
e
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one with a complete sprinkler system
and flame spread interior finish, has a
more lenient requirement on distance
between exits,” he said.

In addition to the fire p
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code, there is the building perform-
ance, plumbing and electrical codes as
well as the state construction code.

“All these codes are mind-boggling,”
Maddison said, leafing through four
Separate code books. “And these days,
builders must also provide an energy
package in accordance to state law.
There are many things that come into
play. It's really a natter of interpreta-
tion.”

Before a new building is constructed, .
plans must be approved by the city.
Upon completion, the, building is
checked by the fire marshal, plumbing
and electrical inspectors.

"EVEN WITH a_completely fire-
proof building, you can't fireproof
people,” Maddison admitted. “People
could die in 2 building that sustains mi-
nor damage.
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We made « special purchase!
You save big!
e OW, Nine styles from
this famous collection, in stock,
ready for delivery, and at savings
of 30%.

This is a once in a life-time chance to
purchase superbly designed and
crafted, classic living room tables

by Heritage..at less than ordi-
nary table cost. The warm
vibrant Fruitwood finish on rich
walnut veneers and pecan

; solids will make obvious the

built in value of these exquis-
ite tables.

Also included in this
special purchase, but
not shown at the left,

are an oval end table, a
Oval Cockiail Table & square commode, a round

Was Gao s commede, a square end

table, and a 62” sofa table

with cane shelf. Quantities

are limited, so come in and

have one of our professional

interior Designers assist in your

selection. Visa, Master Charge, or

our own custom charge are, of
course, available for your use!

reg. 369,
Sale §259.

Monday, Thursday, Friday till 9 P.M.




