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Antiques inspire reproductions

Romanticism is on the
rise.

The “me generation”
finds self-expression in
mixing the old with the
new. Beautifully made
traditional furnishings
are important to contem-
porary lifestyles.

The treasures of Tutan-
khamen, the costumes of
Russian princes and peas-
ants, and the chinoiserie
fantasy of Brighton Pavi-
lion draw thousands of
people to museums.

In architecture, the ev-

seemns to be a more or-
dered society, the charm
of a more innocent age,
the drama that shaped
the lives of past owners.
Patina, then is as much
a state of mind as it is a
pleasing film that coats
an antique. Rare old piec-
es of furniture are within
the economic reach of
only a small group of
people. For those of us
whose fantasies hinge on’
cabriole legs, ogee edges,
trifids, spiral turnings
and brass terminals,
there is an -

bly line society. The same
is true for fabric and
wallcovering reproduc-
tions. Not surprisingly,
prices reflect this.

The world of reporduc-
tions can scare you wit-
less. The list of hundreds
engaged in bringing back
a bit of the past is over-
whelming. :

. One of the newest pro-

grams of historic repro-

ductions is Historic
£

liamsburg (Colonial and
Federal), Historic
Charleston, Historic
Savannah, and Historic
Newport.

More than, 500 prod-
ucts come out of Colonial
Will g, for in-

Watch for the terms
“adapted from" and
“reproduction of" an
original document. These
clues are important to
purists.

Further, it should be
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stance — furniture, fab-
rics, wallpapers, fire-
place equipment, ceram-
ics, glass and silver and
pewterware, lamps,
paints and prints.

has just

C

tured by Baker. Over 40
pieces reflect the work of
who lived and

olution of a post-mods

historic ions, in-

style is in
part, by allusions to olde;
buildings. In home fash-
ions, eclecticism brings
together several styles in
one comfortable environ-
ment.

Advocates of restoring,
recyeling, renovating are
out-shouting those who
would raze, ravage and
spend recklessly. A crafts
revival is in full bloom.

Purists who once belit-
tled tradition are secretly
scouring attics for family
heirlooms, But, if grand-
ma’s taste was tacky, the
trips to the upper levels
may be disappointing.

In reality, there is a
great deal of old furni-
ture about, but not
enough beautiful pieces
left. The demand from a
growing number of neo-
traditionalists and eclec-
ticists is giving a new
lease on life to forgotten
styles.

THE GREAT INTER-
EST IN CRAFTS has
called attention to the
value of hand detailing.
The ideal piece of period
furniture of course, is a
beautiful antique, kept in
mint’ condition. Such a
piece holds in its pores
the stability of what now

stant patina.

‘This has given rise to a
whole new profession —
distressers. i

worked in Charleston
during the 18th and early
19th centuries. Official
labels of the Historic
Charleston it

with a variety of prongs
and picks, they torture
natural wood surfaces
until these show convine-
ing signs of old age. Fur-
niture manufacturers
agree that the success of
their products depends on
creative distressing and
finishing.

It seems that for a
reproduction to be
accepted, it must not only
duplicate the line of the
original, but also the fin-
ish that comes with age.

While the market is
glutted with furniture,
fabrics, wallpapers and
accessories that approxi-
mate the original items, a
relatively small group
make products that dupti-
cate the detail, scale, and
material, as well as the
spirit of the original. Au-
thentic repreduction is
rare because the cost of
doing such work is high.

In furniture produc-
tion, hand carving, rare
woods, unusual finishes,
solid brass hardware, and
careful attention to line
and detail require crafts-
men’s skills in an assem-

Sweet Adelines
get sweet reward

Six Qakland County
residents are members of
winning barbershop
quartets in the Sweet
Adelines, Inc., regional
competition held recent-
1y in Grand Rapids.

Susan Gleason and
Beckie Martini of Troy
sang with the Road Com-
pany quartet, which
placed third among 12
competing quartets.
Other members of the
Road Company are Ellen
‘Benton of Warren and
Adele Thayer of Sterling
Heights.

All are members of the
Macomb County chorus
except for Mrs. Martini
who is a member of the
chapter-at-large.

Waring’s
works

at BBAA

Frances Waring will be
the featured “Artist of
the Month” in Birming-
ham Bloomfield Art As-
sociation (BBAA) rental
and -sales gallery from
April 16 to May 15.

For the show Mrs.
Waring is exhibiting her
recent watercolors and
acrylics, which deal with
architectural forms and
color relationships, using
archways and windows as
the focal point. .

The BBAA is a commu-
nity sponsored art center
funded in part by a grant
from Michigan Council
for the Arts, located at
1516 S. Cranbrook, Bir-

m.
Gallery hours are from

9:30 am. to 430 pm.
Monday through Satur-
day.

.

For Your'
Diamonds &
Gold
Aidel's =Jexelny

Northville Plaza Mall
W. Seven Mile Rd."~
3489380

Also representing the
Macomb County chapter
were Gladys Badgley of
Madison Heights and Kay
Kastens of Royal Oak in
the Friendly Persuasion
which came in fourth in
the contest. The Friendly
Persuasion is also made
up of Jackie Kaye, diree-
tor of the S.0.C. (South
Oakland County) chapter
of Sweet Adelines and
Connie Leppek, also of
S.0cC.

Ms. Kaye resides in
Farmington Hills and
Mrs. Leppek is from Roy-
al Oak.

For membership infor-
mation in the Macomb
County chapter call Mrs.
Thayer at 739-3130.

are attached to each
piece. Adaptations are la-
beled as such.

The major historic
foundations include Wil-

Model

airplane

buffs alert

introduced a large selec-
tion of fabrics wallpapers
and carpets labeled as
authentic  reproductions
and adaptations of histor-
ic documents.

WHEN A CUSTOMER
PICKS UP an edge of
Brunschwig & Fils fabrie,
he is assured by the label
that it has been sanc-
tioned by the muséum.

that manu-
facturers often give his-
toric names to collections
of products. Often these
collections contain items
inspired by motifs found
in period artifacts, inter-
preted in a loose fashion,
These won’t do if authen-
ticity is required.

They serve as pleasing
decoration but don't to-
tally capture the creative
spirit of the originals.
Many firms which don't
work with historic foun-
dations and don't have of-
ficial labels, neverthe-
less, enjoy solid reputa-
tions as sources of an-
thentic reproductions. *

Pat Brennan, a member of Livonia's “Rip
Crackers” begins a new class for model air-
plane buffs in Thursday afternoon classes in
Farmington Community Center beginning
April 5. Eight year olds and up will be com-
pleting four models in five sessions with the
instructor, an emissions engineer at Ford Mo-
tor Company and a member of Great Lakes
Association of Rocketry. Registrations are
being taken now by calling the center, 477-
8

484,

Hand-tailored lampshades
in just the shapes and sizes
to fit your favorite lamp.

Our Lampshade Shop has a wide and varied
selection of lampshades from which to
choose. In such fashionable fabrics as crepe,
antique satin, linen, shantung and
taffeta. In color selections from white
to eggshell and natural tones.

Shown at top: Drum shade in eggshell

antique satin. 16" diameter, $32.
Below: Box-pleated “Empire” shade in
eggshell color crepe. 18" diameter, $38.

'

A How to measure:
A. Top diameter
B. Side depth
B C. Bottom diameter
D. Fitter depth
Cc

Jacobsons

OPEN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENING UNTIL 9 P.M]

SALE: JACOBSON'S PRIVATE
COLLECTION LEG FASHIONS.

Thru April 14, save on our sheer,
fine hosiery. Favorite styles with

sandalfoot or demi-toe, fashionable

opaques, control-top or girdle-top
panty stockings. Plus, savings on
our sheer sandalfoot knee-hi's. In

many shades to complement spring

wardrobing, sleek-fitting sizes.
Now priced from 1.59 to $5.

Jacobson’s

BIAMINGHAM

2133 Orchard Lake Road near Middiebelt 333-7052
Use your Master Charge or Bai
N Open

OF BLOOMFIELD:

FOUR WINDS

[—
Thomasville

T Dresser, Mirror,

Chest, Headboard
saLe $59900

90 Days same as cash
Mondays
Tues.-Thurs., Sat. 't 5:30 p.m.

’
HUNTLEY, FURNITURE by

Thomasville
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