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'Mercy headed for another good season

By TOM BAER

Farmington Our Lady of Mercy,
which started girls' track only three
Yyears ago, has developed a successful
program under coach Bob Kirkland.

Last spring, Mercy compiled a 5-1
dual-meet record and won Catholic
League and regional titles before fin-
ishing ninth in the state Class A meet.
What sort of team will Mercy field this
season?

“We've got even more raw talent
than last year,” said the enthusiastic
Kirkland, who teaches English at Mer-
cy. “It's going to be a matter of refin-
ing it and developing it.

“But the big question is: How many
other schools around the state are

ing to have just as much talent?
Girls' track has made some incredible
strides in Michigan in the past two or
three years.”

" Mercy senior Michele Collins, who
‘has already signed a letter of intent to
attend Idaho State University next fall,
is a strong candidate to excel in the
mile and half mile this season. Last
Jyear, she finished fourth in the state
meet 880 with a time of 2:18.1.
', Teammate Sue Heinlen, a junior,
took fourth in the state in the two-mile
run last year with an 11:23.6 clocking.
Some other returnees are senior Julie
Basford (quarter mile), and juniors
Sherry West (sprints), Kathie Whalen
{sprints) and Beth Bosse (discus).
Freshman Cathy Bridges has potential
in the sprints, according to Kirkland.
7 “We'll be strong in the distance
events, and we'll have a lot of depth
and talent in the middle distances,”
Kirkland said. “The big question mark
will be our field events. We have the
potential, but getting the technique
: down is something else.”

< AN OLD PROBLEM — lack of a
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i- Kathie Whalen (left) and Sherry

home track — remains unsolved at
Mercy. Mercy's girls must practice on
the parking lots and run their home
meets at faraway schools.

“It makes it kind of tough for our
fans,” Kirkland said. “They're never
really sure where we'll be running.”

The girls’ track situation is looking
up at another area high school — West
Bloomfield.

Coach Lee Averill, who also coaches
boys' track at West Bloomfield, is
working with a large girls' turnout,
more than 40 athletes. All of them are
underclassmen, according to the coach.

“Right now I don't have any seniors,”
said Averill, whose team had a 4-1
dual-meet record and finished second
to Milford High in the Greater Oakland
Activities League last year,,

“But we should be just as strong as in
the past, Girls’ track is a little different
than boys’. Freshmen girls often can be
tough for you right away because the
competition isn't quite as fierce 3s in
boys' track.” :

Averill is looking for a good spring
from junior Monique Ozimkowski, who
finished fourth in the state in the 110-
yard hurdles with'a time of :14.4 last
year. This year, she’ll be running in the
new 220-yard hurdles.

“SHE'S AN outstanding athlete, and
we're looking forward to seeing what
she can do in this new (220) hurdles
event,” Averill said. “She’s looked good
in some of the indoor meets over the
winter.”

Some other West Bloomfield hape-
fuls include juniors Cindy Poly
(distance), Lisa Gagnon (sprinter), Jane
Perry (high jump, quarter mile) and *
Elaine Brenner (hurdler), and sopho-
mores Wendy Rankin (quarter, half)
and Lisa Fitzekam (sprinter).

West Bloomfield opens its season at
home on April 10 against GOAL-oppo-
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‘West make tracks at Farmington

1.Our Lady of Mercy. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)
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nent Clarkston.

At Farmington Harrison, former
coach Mark Timmins established a suc-
cessful girls' track program before
leaving to take a job as assistant track
coach at Idaho State. Marge Grimmett,
a health worker at Detroit Chadsey
High, will coach the Harrison girls this
season.

“These girls are easy to handle,” said
Grimmett, who has coached girls’
track at Chadsey. “They want to run —
and that's the most important thing "

The coach expects a good year from
Linda Tremonti in the 220 dash and
quarter mile. Other Harrison hopefuls
are Dawn Johnston (sprints), Terri
Duckett (high jump), Jane Evans {half,
quarter) and Sue Kitinski (mile and two

mile).

“We'll be strong in the half, quarter
and 220, Grimmett said. “We're two
and three deep in each event. But right
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now we have only one long jumper and
one high jumper. We're hurting in the
field events.”

FARMINGTON HIGH didn't win a
girls' track meet last season, but hope
springs eternal with coach Ron Short.

“Hopefully, our sprints will be im-
proved this year," Short said. “I'm hop-
ing to get some speed from our sopho-
mores. I'll know more when I see their
times. My big problem is lack of peo-
ple. Right now I have just 22 girls out.
It that continues, we're going to be
hurting.”

Some Farmington veterans include
senior Chery! Lacey (field events), and
Juniors Shelly Tomkow (sprints), Denise
Germaine (sprints, hurdles), Melony
Churella (sprints), Ann Barber (mile,
half mile) and Lourie Krenck (mile,
two-mile).
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Licensed Bui

1973 VOLARE 4-Door {1979 PLYMOUTH Vovyager, 1976 CHEVY VAN 1975 DODGE MONACO
6-cyl., air, auto 318, auto, PS. Auto, PS, AM/FM stereo | 4.Door, good transport.
Iders No, 501 No. 602 No. 3324 No. 400A
1979 VOLARE 2.0cor | 1979 TRAILDUSTER 1977 DODGE PICK-UP  |1979 CHRYSLER LoBaron
6-eyl,, auto, PS 318, auto, PS 4 WD, automatic 4.Door, air, stereo
503 No. 504 No.104 A DRAC No. 8006
1979 NEWPORT 2.Door | 1979 CORDOBA 1976 FORD LTD 4-Door | 1979 PLYMOUTH Volare

Air, auto, stereo

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH

*6238

Air, power windows

$7131

Air, stereo, loaded

$2295

2-Door, Duster Package

%4814

r
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ghenandogy,
country Cl"b

NO INITIATION FEE
No Greens Fees
No Minimum

No Assessments

*Golf Membership
Available at
per-person rate

ePrivate
18 Hole
Championship
Course

sPrivate Party Rooms to
accommiodate 500 persons

*Weddings, Graduations,
Parties

We are now taking reservations
for Golf Outings

Limited number of Goll Memberships FOR MORE INFORMATION:
e 682-4300

MEMBERSHIP
$675 PER PERSON 5600 Walnut Lake Road
YEAR. West Bioomfield, Michigan 48033
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% lawn & garden tractors

APRIL NO-FOOLS SALE

Sale Ends April 7th
€ SAVE *460”
e

with the purchase of a
C-141/ 8-Speed plus
36" Mower

C-141/8-Speed 14 H.P.

) > No. 416 No, 701 No. 1175 DRAC No, 5011 Garden Tractor plus 36"
With Approved Credit /3] 1979 NEW YORKER | 1875 CORDOBA-300 1976 PLYMOUTH FURY | 7575 CORDOBA Mower (side or rear discharge)
o 2oz — 5 4-Doar, air, sterea The Classic Package 9-Pass, station wagon Stereo, SBWW, more. i i
® 14-horsepower Kohler cast @ Tach-A-Matic® hitch system
MINI MOPED 38340 s8817 s2695 s5994 iron engine » Optional 36", 42" and 48"
CYCLES 1978 . No. 410 ® 8-speed transmission mowers available
! CLOSEQUTS - No.703 No. 1972 , DRAC No. 9003 . lift ® Tills, moves snow and more
(o : ~ NEW SAVE
See Your Nearest Similar Savings
1979 VOLARE 53 1 8 Wheel Horse Dealer on all
jomes Ry for his Best Deal Wheel Horse
* Auto Shir c N[ _AUTOM! : ST ' on a Wheel Horse Tractors in
° 16" Wheels . LEGAL RA 0 Tractor. Stock
95 . | R AR
FROM 99 dban,
50 MODELS TO CHOOSE WHEN YOU EQUIP YOUR VOLARE WITH THE AO7 VALUE PKG. WHILE SUPPLY LASTS!
WE DISCOUNT ALL -

| MINI BIKES
_rmou 18995

» INTRAMOTORS
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[* PUCH « GARELLI » SOLEX |
[» MOTOBECANE » INDIAN
[ CIMATT! « SCORPION » PACER

L “IT'S WORTH THE DRIVE” B
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* STRADA

624-8600
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i SERVICE
; ’ LEASING
142 E. Walled Lake Dr. : RENTALS
Mon. & Thurs. til 9 p.m. Walled Lake Open 9 a.m. Week Days
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® ANDERSON'S VEHICLE SALES
Farmington
® KING BROTHERS, INC.
Pontidgc
® MARK'S SMALL ENGINE
Northvitle
AWN & LEISURE
Romulus
® MR MOWER of FARMINGTON'

® NUGENT’'S HARDWARE
South Lyon

® R & B TRACTOR
Warren

8 WEINGARTZ SUPPLY
Utica

© WHEELS and BLADES
West Bloomtiald

® MR. MOWER of SOUTHFIELD
Southficld
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