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Farmington water loss mystery
causes city to hire experts

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

A $14,000 water hunt is being
launched by the City of Farmington to
find out why the municipality has lost
145,000 gallons since the beginning of
1978,

‘The loss has cost the, city $25,700, ac-
cording to City Manager Bob Dead-
man.

“The Water and Sewer Department
has attempted to locate, without suc-
cess, a water main break which could
explain the water loss,” Deadman told
the city council Monday Night.

“The department also has checked
the accuracy of the meters to large wa-
ter users on the system. These large
meters appear to be accurately record-
ing water flow.”

The average Joss under normal con-
ditions for such a system is nine to 10
percent, says Deadman. At present, the
city is experiencing a 23.8 per cent av-
erage loss since the beginning of 1978.

The ‘highest loss was 35 per cent

which happened in the first quarter of
1978. That equalled 37,870 galions.

In the first quarter of this year, the
city was experiencing a 27 per cent
loss, or 30,144 galions.

In an attempt to quell the loss, the
firm of Pitometer Associates has been
hired to find the leak.

“This firm has been used by the Vil-
lage of Beverly Hills, Livonia and

many other cities in an effort to reduce .

their water loss,” said Deadman.

“We have also found that they seem
to be the only firm in this region which
can provide the kind of expertise we
believe necessary in determing the
souree of our water loss.”

Pitometer is based in Chicago.

Pitometer will test the master meter
which measures water delivered to the
Farmington system. It will check in-
dustrial meters’ accuracy and field
check the water map for accuracy as
well as train city employee: in water
leak detection techniques, according to
Deadman.

“Depending on the expense of the re-

pairs necessary to correct the leaks
that are discovered by the consultant,
we believe the cost of consulting engi-
neers and the repairs can be amortized
within two years,” he said.

The city has set aside $20,000 for
such repairs. Originally, the city had
suspected that the City of Detroit was
overcharging Farmington because of
incorrect meter ceadings. Farmington
buys its water from Detroit.

But since that time Farmington and
Detroit officials have worked together
in determining if it was, indeed, a
meter reading error.

“Detroit has attempted to cooperate
in an effort to determine if the city's
master meter was providing incorrect
readings or if our city hac¢ a water
problem internally in its water distri-
bution system,” said Deadman.

Walled Lake sets basic sailing class

The Walled Lake Schools Comrmunity
Education Deaprtment is sponsoring a
basic sailing class on Thursdays, begin-
ning May 17. The class will run from §-
8 p.m. for four weeks, and will be held
at Kent Lake in Kensi Metropark.

maintenance of sailboats, basic boat
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Gembarski joins Army

Pvt. Donald J. Gembarski, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gembarski of
34805 Bridgeman, Farmington, recent-
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ly joined the Unitéd States Army de-
layed entry program. He will be a 1979
graduate of Farmington High School.
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we can help you
“get the hang”of wallpapering!
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Vée offer a full line of services before, during
and after the sale. Services include counsel-
ing. appraisals. reweaving. repairing. clean-
ing and. of cour: purchasing antique rugs.

Located in Applegate Square
Corner Northwestern & Inkster
Hours: M,T.W,F,S 106 Thur. 109
358:3565
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Our staft wil be glad 1o help you with selez-

olion and coordination of wallcoverings, and
advice on best methods of hanging. Free
“How-To" booklets available.

For fine collecior Oriental rugs as an in-
vestment for your home or office. see our
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* Bokharas
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« Wide variety of pattems and colors!
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* Regular or pre-pasted!

. inaling fabiics for many patiems avadable
on special order!
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« Heavy doty dearing for garage, porch
« 18P motor; UL listed
* trcludes hose & accessories shown
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AMERICA'S FOREMOST LANDSCAPER

All Prices C & C
While Supplies Last
Sale Ends April 21, 1979

Old timers remember him well
He used to plod through mud
to reach the bell. .

He would saddle his horse
and give a geshray

Fed him oats and a little hay
Then he retired to a place up
north.

We planted him some trees
and built him a pool

0Old Jake won't be forgotten
He sure was no fool.

» Sturdy, dependable, sofe
« Heavy, gouge steel, rust
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SABRA LANDSCAPE CO.
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Northvilte., Michigan 48167
1313) 477-4400
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Five Mile Rd. (near Newburgh)..464-2700
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* REMEMBER OUR ENTIRE STOCK IS
ON SALE FOR THREE DAYS ONLY—
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