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- Pilots recreating historic 1929 air tour

By CRAIG PIECHURA )

It must've been a hardy bunch back
in 1929 that barnstormed the.state in
the first Michigan Air Tour.

Now, 50 years later, Michigan pilots
are celebrating that aerial anniversary
with a 1979 Commemorative Michigan
Air Tour June 11-15.

They will visit 68 cities throughout
the state to celebrate commercial and
recreational flying.

Many antique planes will fly in the
event, including an old open-cockpit
Stearman biplane. In addition, some of
the pilots who flew 50 years ago will be
participating in the event as copilots.

Robert Lyons of Lathrup Village is
chairman of the '79 Michigan Aeronau- *
tics Cqmmision {MAC) air tour. He
said the event is open to all 17,000 pi-
lots in the state.

Fifty persons, half the allowable
number, have already made- reserva-
tions to participate in the air tour.

During a chat 3,000 feet above the
Prudential Town Center in Southfield,
Lyons said the air tour is a friendly
excursion, not a race or a derby.

“It’s a chance for the little guy, the
weekend flyer, to participate in a bit of
history,” Lyons said.

Lyons and Gini Sutherland of Bir-
mingham were two of the first peaple
to sign up.

“We'll be visiting 68 cities, give a
plaque to the irector of each airport
and visit with the local pilots who come
down to see the aircraft,” Lyons said.
It's quite an energetic tour.”

Mrs. Sutherland will share the flying
with her husband, Neal. They own a
Cherokee 180, while Lyons pilots a big-
ger, high-performance Beechcraft
Bonanza.

Mrs, Sutherland is active in an or-
ganization for women pilots called
““The 99s.” She said the group got thaf
name because there were 99 women pi-
lots around when the group formed in
1928.

The 99s are spearheading a drive to
teach private pilots’ spouses how to
land a plane in an emergency. The
training is for people who often fly as a
passenger in a private plane but aren't

Lyons has been flying since the ser-
vice in World War II, but he will be far
from an “old-timer” in the air tour,

Mary Creason, MAC coordinator,
said two people who flew in the 1929
tour, Mary Von Mach and Talbert
Abrams, have signed up as copilots.

A number of antique airplanes will
travel around the state. Among them
will be the open-cockpit Stearman Bi-
plane, piloted by Bill Barber of Ann
Arbor, a North Central Airlines repre-
sentative,

Also scheduled to fly is a 1941 Aeron-
ca Chief, a two-seater; a 1946 Ercoupe;
a Detroit-made Stinson that is judged
to be 40 years old; a 1947 Cessna; a
Porterfield airplane and a Rearwin
Sportster, both d4ting back to 1939; and
a replica of Charles Lindbergh's Ryan
monoplane, the Spirit of St. Louis, en-
tered in the air tour by the Experimen-
tal Aircraft Association.

Ms. Creason said she is negotiating
with United ‘Airlines to see if they')l
bring in their first air mail airplane,
the Swallow. *

Local pilots already signed up for the

five-day excursion that stops in Grand
Rapids, Mackinaw Island, Marquette,
Saginaw and Lansing on subsequent
nights are: * :

Mearle Frame of Troy, Michaél
McGough of Southfield; Charles Hoke
of Bloomfield Hills; Robert Eiterle and
Mark Wayne of Southfield; Bill Brown
of Canton Township and Dr. J.0, Sulli-
van of Plymouth.

ENTRY FEE for the tour is $35 for
the pilot and aircraft and $20 per pas-

Pilots and passengers will follow one
. of three different routes but rendez-
vous at the same city each evening. All
entrants will depart June 11 from Pon-
tiac Airport — the state’s busiest air
. terminal, including Metropolitan.

The vacation-commemoration will
terminate at Lansing's Capital City
Airport on June 15, where a banquet
will honor James Ramsey, retiring di-
rector of the Michigan Aeronautics
Commission. :
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senger. The fee covers p in
the non-profit MAC 50th nniversary
“Association, costs of conducting the
tour and banquet expenses. It does not
cover flight costs.

Lyons will accept applicants until
100 are received. Enter by sending
heck with a letter listing the type of
aireraft yow'll be piloting, the ‘N’ num-
ber of the aireraft, its cruising speed
and the number of passengers to: Dr.
Robert Lyons, Air Tour Committee, ¢/
© Michigan Aeronautics Commission.
Capital City Airport, Lansing, Mich
48096.
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Spring is Planting Time

We have the largest selection of plant material in Westem Wayne

COMPLETE GARDEN cenTen
SUALITY NURSERY STock
DESIGNING AND PLANTING

“licensed pilots themselves.

Co. See us for all of your planting needs, from small potied shrubs
1o large shade trees.

Purple Leaf Plum.................. s &* $3(Q00
Small, white-pink flowers early Spring )
i 5350

Kwanzan Cherry
Upright habit, double pinK flowers

Washinaton Hawthorn ..........5%% $3000
Upright habit, white flowers Spring, orange ber-

rig_s in . . .
European Mountain Ash.......)s & $3500

Erect habit, white flowers in Spring, orange
berries in Fall.

45

Sargent Crab..........cocouerunnnn. Fotes

Owarf tree, good for confined area, showy
white flowers in Spring

Many other sizes and varieties available

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY 10-6

$1995

ects his plane thoroughly before taking off from Pontiac Airport. (Staff photos by Gary Friedman)

9900 ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD.IM14)
7 MILES EAST OF U.S.23, 5 MILES WEST OF SHELDON +

ph. 453-5500

Lyons insp

OPEN DAILY 9 ~6

SUNDAY 10~ 6
. America’ R o Y, O
Receives badge £ _ ) o e || RN R @
Pyt. Paul E. Fekety, son of Mr. and Rite @[']E}DEF g the B t f
Mrs. William Fekety of Farmington re- Lirgest Selection eauw y (1)
cently received a parachutist badge in the Area.

upon completion of the three-week air-

Flowers....

- borne course at the U.S. Army Infantry Featuring
Schoolin Furt Benning, Georgia. - |LEE’S & KARASTAN CARPET: for Easter
During the first week of training, at lowest prices .
students undergo a rigorous physical ‘*‘-,m WRAPPED & BOWED!
training program and receive instruc- oTULIPS e LILIES

tion in the theory of parachuting, The
second week they receive practical >
training by jumping from 34-foot and
250 foot towers. The final week in-
cludes five static line parachute jumps.

Fekety entered the Army in Septem-
ber of last year, He attended Michigan
State University in Lansing.

...Starting at 499
*Miniature ROSE BUSHES Your 99
*MUM PLANTSeAZALEAS Ch0i097 .
EASTER ARRANGEMENTS

3 Start at....

¥/ CORSAGES............52%5 yp

also MEMORIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Village Green Florist

33239 W. 8 MILE RD.
(East of Fam. Rd., Southside)

*HYACINTHS ...

THROUEH
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VY "
7Mile at Miadlebett ~dygl 8497 W. Grand Rives @
across from
Livonia Mal)

476-8360

BEST LATEX
FLAT WALL PAINT

Brighton Mall

1-227-1314

Complete Selection of Y

UNIFORMS

and accessories

COLONIAL:- TRADITIONAL
FURNISHINGS & INTERIORS

S oble ° :’ggggﬂwalu PINE POLICEMANOI; FIREMAN 474-9728 I
b s : HARDEN CHERRY - GUARDS or 476-4533 Yoo e RIOR WALL PAINT
N Custom . Wire Service -~ - wdale & Stin B
COUNTRY SHOPPE v o , Dowsr o i somie ' G P
. . FLAT WALL PAINT
20620 Fenkell (Five Mile) LLI‘,,]:,;VO!%R'O @@ g %f\ ]
S, 20331 Middlebelt - Livonla =
——t 2 blks. So. of 8 Mile) B

= Goog Wasnabity « Colortast »
Soan & Viater Cleanwua » Wnite
ana 7 Colors.

ECONOMY LATEX

LEATHER -
SUEDE How to fit a

oy 8o Any crowd on your FLAT WALL PAINT
A acke! . .
c’.'é’a,,,:Z Cleaning patio - beautifully

DeWitt Leather.

2910 N. Woodward 3 biks. S. of 13 Mile

s GALLON
WAS

'We have the Areas largest selection 5599

of quality casual furniture, offered by

10612 W. Nine Mile’,AOnk P:nk 3 biks. E. of Scotia Nationally known Manutacturers for . FetEema e St
—— Closod .° o3y -i - g shopper. Put this Ventura grouping from Homecrest »
[ DeWitt Vlnyl i out back for summer entertaining. - i
A The 3-p sofa gives you plenty of
TEARS BURNS X % / ND EDGE SHELVING|
ss.ioeuts TeARs Above Ground or 53%%7“:55_::':& Calely Jonortable swivel KNOTTY PINE PANELING HO1Um 0 90¢
and relaxafion, X
Inground Pools. Al v pieces are constucted o tough W % 426 a cLean e
easy care. Come take a look, soon. SUITABLE FOR INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR ROUGE §R¢WN FIR
* Rattan Umbretlas « John Hancock 1%6  ~24% pertin. 1. 1x6 per fin.
{ CI-||OMSlBNO(;0‘$gng‘I’./\ l-gFF . ;ﬂegl vood a‘m“"? * Callloria Umbre 1x8.  33% pertin. t. OTHER WIDTHS AVAILABLE
AJusT - A . wm\:‘voo lammocks * Homecrest - [ SOME USE SMOOTH... |
o Wrought tron Brown Jord Vi PINE PANELING .
. « Aluminum Samsonte e e SOVE USE ROUGH.:
UP TO ® Strap * Meadowcraft  Lloyd PATTERN 6&4 COME AND SEE THE
* Director Chairs * Gold Medal * Woodard s - PECKY CEDAR
50% ‘ . SUITABLE FOR INTERIOR OR EXTERIORUSE | LOCK
- . er . .
OFF ON . . C 1x6 ONLY 41¢ per iin. %10 27¢ Per i
' 'céATS ’ ! ’ Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10:00 - .00 p.ma. ALL PRICES CASH-N-CARRY 1xi2 33 Per lin.
OA! . 10:00 - 6:00 p.ta. ZZW
JACKETS Sun. 11400 - $:00 s, / fa
—_— . 7
- ZHAGGERTY
WESTERN & /
SUITS 4 . : T & SUPPLY.
Lapies soots up To 50% orF N _ . l “BFR SUPPLY,
. Wyoming V'I'O,Slem Wear , , ﬂ U It COMPANY
: Piaza of Farmington”

“70nt HAGGERTY RD . WALLED LAKE (313) 624 4551 OR 3566166
277N BARNAHD, HOWEL D (517) 506 9320

WALLED LAKE MON.-FRI. 86, SAT. 8.5, SUN. 10-3. )

HOWELL MON-FRL 8-5, SAT. 82.. . -

3500 Pontiac Trail, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105
Phone: (313) 662-3117 . .
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