Thursday, April 12,1979

~Wikeh Waieh

\
by GUNDELLA

SAWBTSFRo)

Spe
Bears loom large
in our mythology

On a recent trip up north, we drove by a corner near Harrison that
brought back many memories to me. Although that corner looks very
different from the way it did 25 years ago, I could recall vividly the days
when an old gentleman named Spike Horn lived there with his bears,

My older readers may recall stories about this bearded old fellow
walking to Lansing with his bears accompanying him, in order to get the
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governor to grant him a favor.
Three generations of children thrilied to his storles of bears in the
north woods, My mother and I enjoyed them, as did my older chitdren,

BEARS ALWAYS IAVE licld a special fascination for mankind,

Around the world even today, festivals of spring are held annually. In
many festivals, a man dressed as a hear emerges from his winter sleep.
Like 80 many other spring customn, it is symbolle of rebirth,

‘Bears have always appenred In folklore, Much of our storytelting
volves around them ~ from Winnie th d Goldilocks an
Three Bears to more involved tale 5 t of the Sun, West of
the Moon and Rexe White and Rose Red, in which the bear turnx into
a handsome prince.

Naturally, the bear was fmportant In North American Indian lore,
indians lived with bears, 5o to spenk. They shared thelr environment,

Bears ate the salmon caught by Pucfic Const telbes, huffalo ment
dried and stored by Plains tribes and malze grown by agricaltural Indi-
H ans, Sometimes the bears ale the indians, sometlnes the Indians ale
the bears,

Indlan myths and legends yhow greal respect for these buge, furry
beasts. When they killed one, Indians always apologized to the dead ani-
mal for the indigaity.

i AS A CHILD growing up In northern Michigan, I remember my grand-
mother rubbing our chests with warm bear ofl when when

grease Lo insure a healthy crop of veyelal
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