Proud fathers can be a problem.

Especially if their son or daughter happens to be
a star athlete.

Every so often newspapers get calls from dads
who think the apples of their eyes aren’t properly
recognized when it comes to selection of all-area

Such a call recently arrived on my phone. Only it
wasn't a father, rather the school principal who was
phoning on behalf of a dad whose youngster didn’t
earn first team all-star honors.

Y}mng ladies participate in a variety of varsity
sports which have all-area honor teams appearing
in OXE newspaper.

On selecting all-area

THIS IS THE TIME for a batch of Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers all-area squads so it’s easy
to camouflage the exact sport because I really have
10 desire to embarass the dad.

But before I relate that experience, it might be in
order to explain the technique used in selection of
O&E all-area squads.

First of all, each honorary squad is selected by
the vote of coaches.

At the start of a season, coaches are reminded
that they will help choose all-area teams for their
sports. When the year's schedule is completed,
they’re asked to vote for the county’s top perform-
ers, selecting first and second teams.

At our Oakland County papers, this is done by
ballot, In Wayne County, coaches are invited to a
selection meeting and make all-star choices as a
group.

Both methods get the job done — in what we feel
is a fair and objective manner.

AS MY ASSOCIATE John Bozzo, editor of our
Redford Observer and formerly sports editor of the
Birmingham-Bloomfield Eccentric, explains, these
are really coaches’ teams because they do the
selecting.

John spent countless hours, while running the
sports show in Birmingham, organizing the honor
team concept. Those past efforts continue to pay
dividends in popularity of O&ZE sports pages. John
admits there are pitfalls in selecting these squads,
gnt he adds on balance they honestly represent the

est. -

He notes that sometimes coaches neglect to send
in their ballots or get them in late, which means
some kids might suffer. But that is the exception,
not the rule.

THE LIST of O&E all-area teams is staggering
when you jot them down. For young men there are
star squads in football, golf, cross country, basket-
ball, wrestling, swimming, baseball, skiing (Oak-
land County only), hockey, baseball, track and ten-
nis (Oakland only).

For girls there are area teams in basketball,
swimming, volleyball, tennis (Oakland only), gym-
nastics (Oakland only), skiing (Oakland only), track
and softball.

As John points out, that’s quite a burden for the
sports staffs when it comes to tabulating the all-
area votes of coaches. But our sports editors agree
it's well worth the effort.

Athletes like the teams, so do coaches, and usual-
ly the parents.

NOW LET'S GET BACK to the disappointed dad,
the one who had his youngster’s high school princi-
pal call me,
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The problem for him began when he learned his
child was ranked on the second all-area team. Pop
felt the kid was a shoo-in for first.

The call I received, it turns out, was way down
the line, actually next to last.

Initially, the father talked to one of our sports
editors, who informed him the team had been se-
lected by vote of coaches. That didn't seem to satis-
fy this fellow, and he called a couple of other OXE
sports editors. Same message.

Next he complained to the principal, who phoned
me. He said the coach in his school had not been
invited to vote — and that he had not voted,

1 checked this out. Yes, he had been invited to
vote. No, he had not.

To me there is no way our newspapers can force
a coach to participate, and besides, this is seldom a
problem.

THE DAD STILL was not satisfied and so he
took the final step, which sort of left me in wonder-
ment.

He once more called the sports editor who was
handling the story and page layout for that particu-
lar all-area team.

“Just forget all about my kid,” the father said.
“Don’t include (him/her) at all. If (he/she) isn't on
the first team, I refuse to have (him/her) men-
tioned. And I want you to know (he/she) agrees with

me.
That one left me cold.

High school

male athletes compete for spots
on allarea squads ranging from basketbali
through wrestling,

Children’s Book & Author
Spring Luncheo
Mon.April30 12noon

Community House
Bates & Townsend Streets

Virginia Hamilton has received every major
fl award givento American authors of children‘s
books. Including the Newbery Medal and National

L‘ Book Award for"M.C. Higgins the Great "
published by Dell. S1.50.

n

- WE SHOP
FOR YOU

Ed Young, illusirator, won a Caldecott Honor
Award for “The Empeior and the Kite

His other books include "White Wave”

published by Thomas Y. Crowell. §7.95.

DENMARK

SAVE...20% by placing your orders throughout April. Let us bring you the
newest designs from the Annual Fumiture Fair in Copenhagen.

Carol Fenner is afeciplent of the Christopher
Award for "Gorllla, Gotllla.” Her most racent
book s “The Skates of Uncle Richard "

published by Random House. $4.95. SAVE...8-12% by beating the May Furniture price increases.

SAVE...20% on all living rooms, bedrooms, dining rooms, wall systems, rugs.

- SAVE...10% on all lamps and accessories,
For reservations call Claudia Ireland

Baldwin Public Library

MI7-1700
Ormake a check outto BCBAS (Birmingham
Chiidren’s Book and Author Soclety). §7.50
perficket, and mail fo:

Al: Cigudla Irelond

Baldwin Library

351 Martin

Blrmingham, MI 4801

Come visit our stores and receive our free 43 page color brochure.

brasch interiors, inc.
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West Bloomfietd -
3325 Orchard Lake Road
Keego Harbor. M1 48033
626-0031

Troy

1061 E Long Lake Road
Troy. M1 48098
528-9050

Open dally and Saturday
10 am-5:30 pm Store Hours: Mon . Thurs .Fri 1000-900 Tues . Sat 10 U0-530 Sunday 12 U0-5 00 . Closed Wednesday
Thursday and Friday 119 pm




