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The livély‘ needle

Corsets of years past:

A pinch best forgotten

_ We've come a
We've been s,
. Women began encasing themselves in contrap-
tons of solid iren held together with hinges as early
as 1500. Such a necessity was known throughout
‘Europe as a “Spanish body.” Since Spain was in the
midst of the Inquisition at that time, one can guess
where the torturer got his idea for the Iron Maiden.

By the time of Elizabeth I, solid iron was out and
cloth corsets, stiffened with iron bones, were in.
Females were imprisoned from their fourth birth-
day until the day they died — except when they
were pregnant. That may help explain the large
families in style then.

A 17th century corset looked much like a stiff T-
shirt, sleeves and all. It opened in the back and tied
like a shoe with long laces. How one got dressed

long way, ladies. For example,
corsets.

without help is never mentioned.
BY THE 1700s, corsetiers substitued whalebone By
for iron stays. Whales were propping up a whole
generation of females. And things gt worse. MARY
Little girls were laced into wooden stays when
they-became four. When they reached schoo! age, KAY
part of each day was spent strapped to a back DAVIS

board. This was supposed to give one an elegant
carriage.

To add insult to injury, girls’ feet were placed
into “stocks.” These were shoes nailed to a footstool
in a fashionable position. It was thought seemly for
a woman to sit and walk with her feet at right an-
gles to each other. Young girls were given plenty of

waist size decreased until it became 13 inches
around. Young girls were sewn into tight corsets by
doting mamas, and only allowed out for one hour a
week “to bathe.” Their bodies became disfigured,
child bearing became dangerous, and they grew to
need the corsets to keep them propped upright.

And then came the early 1800s. The French Em-
pire look was in. It was based on Greek and Roman
statues which didn’t wear corsets. Women were
free for the first time in hundreds of years.

But not for long. By 1825 the 13-inch waist was as
desireable as ever. These were the days of Scarlett
O'Hara hugging the bed post while her Mammy
tugged the corset strings. When those same strings
broke, and they often did in company, the twang
was loud and hideously embarrassing. X

By World War I, Teddy Roosevelt’s daughter, Al-
ice Longworth, had a stroke of genius. Under her
leaderhsip, America’s women donated their corsets
to the war effort. Some 28,000 tons of steel were
collected — enough for two battleships. It became
positively nn-Ameriean to appear corseted — and
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DUTY & TAXES REFUNDED

484 Pelissier SL (opp. YWCA)
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practice and must have promenaded like ducks.

AS TIME progressed, the fashionabl

le woman's

Consumer mailbag

Concern invites all
ito food conference

" This is more of a comment than a
question. I have been reading your col-
umn ever since we moved to Bloom-
field Hills from Dayton, Oblo, and 1
want to say thank you Concern, Inc.,
for making me aware of my responsi-
bility as a consumer. The practical in-
offered by your

has been just the kind of thing I needed
to get my house in “environmental”
order.

Please keep up the good work. P.S. I
am looking forward to the conference
on April 25,

rs. Alvin C.

Bloomfield Hills.

. Thank you, Mrs. AC,, for your pleas-

ant note. Concern Inc., Detroit gets lots

- of requests for information, dozens of

questions on important issues, phone

calls and occasionally a volunteer as a

result of our Consumer Mailbag col-
umn.

But the reader who takes the time to
write positively is the bouquet of flo-
wers volunteers need to keep the juices
flowing.

Everyone at Concern is looking for-
ward to meeting you at our Consumer
Conference.

While we're at it, lets invite our
other firends in the community. On
April 25, Concern, Inc., Detroit will ex-
plore “Food: An Environmental Topic”
at a conference for the consumer. For
$1 registration fee participants will be
able to listen to and ask questions of

experts from the community that in- .

clude an environmental attorney, a
professor of chemistry, the owner of a
health food store and a nutritionist.,

Displays and materials relating to
food plus delicious healthy snacks will
be provided by Concern.

‘The conference will be held at the
Birmingham Masonic Lodge, 357 North
Woodward Avenue, from 9 to noon on
Wednesday, April 25. To register, send
$1 and your name and address to Con-

%,  PAPER
¢ FASHIONS

20% O
On all social invitations,
stationery, and gift
itoms over $10.00 .
24901 NORTHWESTERN at EVERGREEN

355-0230 SUITE 209

CUSTOMSTYLESANDCOLORS

SPRINGTIME
2 FRESHNESS/YEAR-
AROUND BEAUTY

Save energy . .. Save your
drapes, carpets and furniture

Keep your home cool
Michigan Awnings Are Permanized with vinyl
and silicone for long year-around fife,

We are compatitive anywhere n DETROIT AND ALL SUBURBS

oon 894-4400

TODAY

cern Cq Plaza,
Troy, 48098,

Several requests have come into the
office for information on septic tanks
and copies of the brochure mentioned
in the April' 5 column. Please address
specific questions to your own local
government offices. For a copy of the
brocheure, write to Oakland ‘Township
Hall, Environmenta} Enrichment Com-
mittee, 4393 Collins, Rochester, 48063,

Does your school offer
enough for handicapped?

+ Parents of handicapped children can
check the efforts of local publie schools
in providing an adequate education to
their child by filling out a survey form
provided by the National Committee
for. Citizens in Education (NCCE).

Under the Education for all Handi-
capped Children Act (Public Law 94-
142), each public school system is re-
quired by law fo provide an adequate

be notified of any program change.

Parents will receive two copies of
the survey form: one cqpy to be sent to
NCCE and the other for the parents to
keep for their own records.

‘The results of the survey will enable
NCCE to make a fiational report on the
cooperation of public schools.in com-
plying with PL 94-142 and to provide
i if members of Congress

education for children if
they are to receive federal funds. In
Michigan, public schools are required
to provide an education to handicapped
students from 0 to 26 years of age.

Each handicapped child receives an
Individual Education Plan (IEP) in
school that is specifically designed. It
is revised annually, and parents must

)

Pioneer Women

Max Mark, professor of political sci-
ence at Wayne State University, will
speak on “Prospects in the Middle
East” for the Israel Chater of Pioneer
Women, meeting at '12:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Aprl 21, in the Labor Zionist Isti-
tute, 28555 Middlebelt, Farmington
Hills,

Mark has served as a visiting profes-

to
and federal officials to enforce the law.

Parents of handicapped chidren may
Tequest survey forms by writing to
NCCE, 410 Wilde Lake Village Green,
Columbia, Md. 21044, or by contacting
the Detroit Assoclation for Retarded
Citizens, Publie Education Director, at
831-0202.

hear professor

HOTFL
Proudly Presents

Bloomfield Hills

Ringsley Inn

our Fabulous English Style

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Served from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
ADULTS $5.95 ¢ CHILDREN UNDER 5 $4.95
DINNERS FROM 12 Noon to 10 p.m.

in a incomparable atmosphere

Woodward and Long Lake Road
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_\ A Exquisite Platioum Diamond Wed-
. ding Ring with 5 large marquise
diamonds and 12 maiched tapered
bagueite diamonds. . NOW $4,960
Magniticent Lady’s Fancy Ring,

e farge center marquise cut precious
emerald surrounded by 10 round
and 12 baguette diamands in 19K
vellow gold. ... ... .| NOW $3,975

C. Lovely Lady’s Riny conzisting of a large fiery

oval opal enhanced by 6 round dismands in
white gold.. . . NOW S490

. A Classically Feminine Setting! Six full-cut diamends cluster-

ed either side of 3 round precious blue sapphire in 14K yellow

NOW $970

E. Lady’s Platinum Round Diamond Ring, 4.10 ct. set with 2

tapered baguette diamonds . . ..NOW $10,540

The Atways Popular Solitairei A sparklin pear-shaped dia-

mond in 3 14K white Florentine setting... ... .. NOW $1,145

Masculing Madern Dismond Ring vith one large oval dia-

mond 1.74 ct. and one full-cut diamond set in 14K yeliow

»

QOId o NOw $5.850
. Charming Diamond Earrings. Eight diamonds surrounding
large center diamond in yellowgold . .......... NOW 5435

Other Values from S10 to $250,000

755 West Big Beaver Rd.

{Main Floor, Top of Troy Tower) {16 Mile at 1.75)
Troy, Michigan Phone: 313-362-4500
Open Mon. thru Sat. 9:30-6; Fri. 9:30-9

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONORED

Eye-Catching

20% off all Henredon

sor at Hebrew University in Je
and has been active in midwest, nation-
4l and internatinal political science
gatherings.

A social hour will precede the pro-
gram, wih Selma Korn, Freda Kutzen
and Lillian Winkler serving as hostess.
es.

Girl scout troop. plans a reunion

'Members of Girl Scout Troop 411
{hat used to meet in the Cerveny school
{9 northwest Detroit are planning a re-
union- April 29. They also are inviting
their former teachers from Cerveny —
those who taught there before 1948,
Theé planning committee is seeking
several former troop members, Dolo-

res Jones, Nancy Lambros, Charlene
Strong, Carol Schwartz, Carol Van-
deSande and Carol Waite,

Those interested In attending the re-
union may call Ann Olson Fishman,
885-2782 or Sue Stough Ternan, 651-
4995,

Pearl Harbor survivers to meet

The 13th annual reunion of the Mich-
Wigan Pearl Harbor-Survivors Associa-
Stion will be held April 20, 21 and 22 in

the Sheratdn Motor Inn, Woodhaven.
For further Information' contact
Stanley Niemara at §65-7061. B

32744 ;

Nl

626-5879

J

20% off our new,
exclting Protocol linel
Hearedon Kraditiona! ond
Protocol contemporary upholstered
furnitire—distinctively siyled and ex!
perily crolted—are designed to please the most porticular decorating palettes. And
now both are 20% off 1o please the most perticular pocketbooks! Henredon'
and Protocol are custom-made fo your specil in any length, with uph
legs or flush 1o the floor. You con select Protocol pieces in Eorth Desert Maition
cotton (shown above—allow up 10 8 weeks for delivery), or special order oy
labric kom Henredon's ond Protocol's extensive covering collections—and stifl save
20%. See for yourself, only of Lewis!
Don't delay! Lewls’ 20/20 Sale ends May 30, 1979,
VISA (BankAmericard) end Moster Chorge Accepted.

EN: Mon,, Tues., Wed., Sat., 9:00-5:30; Thurs., Fri., 9:00-9:00.

furniture

2750 N. Woodward Ave. (near Square Loke Rdl, Bloomfeld Hils. 338-6181.




