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“State agency continues probe of optical chain

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

Some might brand Russell Smith a
malcontent. Others may sayl he is fight-
ing against a “moral wrong." .

Smith is an optician who currently
managa the Naum’s optical depart-
ment in Westland. He used to work
with the Pearle Vision Centers until he
was fired last August.
~As an optician, Smith makes eye-
giasses, Following his dismissal, Smith
wrote letters to the Federal Trade
Commission and the Michigan Attorney
General's office, charging that Pearle

“incorrectly” filled eyeglass preserip-
tions by substituting prescribed lenses
with ones available in stock.

‘The Michigan Department of Licens-

said his actions are a moral thing.

“It's morally wrong to take advan-
tage of people,” said Smith.

Specifically, the controversy re-
volves around practices which, Smith
alleges took place when he was em-
ployed for 20 mnntlls by Pearle Vision
Centers.

Smith said he was manager of a
Southgate branch for 16 months when
he was asked in February 1978 to
transfer to a Belleville outlet. While
there, Smith alleges, Pearle manage-
ment began “pushing hard” for opti-
cians to keep expenses down by mlmg
written prescriptions with lenses in
stock, even when they didn’t meet the
patients’ requirements,

In August, Smith gave notice he was
quitting. by

mg currently is

ing Pearle. That investigation is ex-
pected to be completed in about a
month.

In turn, Pearle is suing Smith for li-
bel and slander.

That lawsuit, which is pending in
Wayne County Circuit Court, charges
that Smith did “immediate and irrepar-
able damage” to Pearle in making his
accusations.

Pearle operates 23 stores in Michi-
gan, including branches in Garden City,
Canton Township, Southfield and Livo-
nid. They are among 450 such stores
across the country operated by Searle
Optical Inc., a division of the Chicago-
based pharmaceutical firm of G.D.
Searle and Company.

“1 did what was right,” said Smith,
39, who has worked as an optician for
14 years, including a three-year stint in
the optical department at J.L. Hudson
Company's Westland Shopping Center
store, R

Smith, who is represented by Garden
City attorney Ronald DeLamielleure,

Tickets are required

The Sunday, May 6, benefit for the
Dgtroit Institute of Arts at the Edsel
mg Eleanar Ford home will be by tick-

.ngponsored by the Antiquaries, an

Riliary of the museum’s Founders
Society, the 4-7 p.am. event to the Ford
residence on Gaulkler Point, will fea-

firing him.
A few days later, Smith picketed the
Belleville store in a dispute over

holiday and vacation pay to which he
claims he was entitled. “Don't Shop,
Don't Stop,” said the signs which Smith
carri

Pearle then offered to pay Smith
money due him if he would agree “not
to make or otherwise cause to be made
any derogatory statement concerning
the business of Pearle Vision Center."”

Smith refused to sign an agreement
to that effect. He subsequently sent let-
ters to the Federal Trade Commission,
the Attorney General's office and a
trade journal, “Optometric Manage-
ment.”

Smith charged in his letters that
Pearle employees are instructed by re-
gional managers to fill prescriptions
with lenses other than prescribed by
the doctor if the prescribed lenses
aren’t available in stock.

Ed Porter, counsel for Searle Optical
Inc, which owns Pearle, said that

for museum benefit

ture a’ program by Dr. Frederick
Cummings, museum director, who will
discuss the artistic interests of Eleanor
Clay Ford, as reflected in the home
which was designed in 1927 by Albert
Kahn.

Reversations are limited. For ml’nr-
mation, call 833-7875.
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Smith's accusations are untrue. He add-
ed that Smith was fired because “sev-

“eral weeks prior (to the dispute) he in-

timated he was going to quit but didn’t
say when.

“We don't have company pulncy as
alleged by Mr. Smith,” said Porter
from his Dallas, Tex., headquarters.
“The accusations are new to us. They
only arose after the dispute over his
pay.”

On Nov. 30, Pearle Vision filed a
$10,000 libel and slander suit in Wayne
County Circuit Court against Smith. At
the same time, Pearle requested and
was granted a temporary restraining
order enjoining Smith from talking
about his experiences with the optical
chain,
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The Great American Shoe |
Store

While the lawsuit still is pending,
Wayne Counly Cireuit Court Judge
John O'Hara in January dissolved the

restraining order enjoining Smith from
talking.

“I argued ulat it was a violauon of
(Srmth's) Firs ght to

If there is enough evidence, formal
complaint by the state Attorney Gener-
al's Ofiice could follow. The case also
could go to a formal hearing before the

Michigan Board of Optometry.

“It's definitely not a snap proce-
dure,” said Robert Ulieru, head of the
complaint analysis office.

free speech,” sald attorney DeLanuel-
leure.

In the meantime, the director of the
complaint analysis office of the Michi-
gan Department of Licensiag and Reg-
ulation said the investigation of Smith's
charges may be completed in about a
month.

The agency, which has subpoena
power, will determine if any Pearle
employees have violated Michigan
laws governing optometric and health
procedures,
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Contour Analysis Helps To Locate The
Underlying Cause of Backache and Headache
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for taped message about Contour Analysis
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® Itsoftens the water.
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Annual Springtime Carpeting,
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It's that time again, Mother Nature's changing
her flooring. We hear it's Qaing to bea deep pile
bright green carpet this«sedson.

Weare following her lead and are offering these
fantastic annual Springtimesavingsin carpeting,
rugs and flooring. But hurry, our sale only lasts
until the end of the month.

Name Brand carpets 10 £0 50% of
Al umﬂng Nothing Held Back

Large sel
umllv emup Carpeting 4020 50 OFF
. Mame Brands - Room Size Remnants
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Entire Sefection of Hardwood nnnrlng 10X OFF
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All No-Wax Vinyl Roors to 30% OfF
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Congoleum “Prestige” Special Sale 20% OFF
installation At Additional Cost.
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