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Marta Heflin is Sheila, one half of “A Perfect Couple,”
Robert Altman’s latest film about a computer-matched
pair.

LOUISE SNIDER

Robert Altman
loses again with
‘Perfect Couple’

“A Perfect Couple” (PG) joins the ever-growing list of Robert
Altman's more imperfect, less important films.

Altman is a prolific producer/director who just might be making
more films in less time than anyone else, but the pace is beginning to
show.

The last three productions, “A Wedding,“ “Quintet” and now “A
Perfect Couple,” have lost the sparkle and insight of previous films. It's
almost as if Altman feels challenged to show that he can transform any
random idea spawned by him or his colleagues into a motion picture, Not
all ideas are cinematic material and not all of these ae suitable to the
low-pi , rambling sty i with Altman.

‘The cultural clash that is at the core of “A Perfect Couple” provides
ample material for a decent comedy and a comment on social customs,

-But watching this film is like waiting for the other shoe to drop. The
i ibilities are i and mostly

PAUL DOOLEY and Marta Heflin, who both appeard in “A
Wedding,” are computer-matched dates who would seem to be oddly
matched. He is a member of a large, strait-laced, wealthy Greek family
ruled by the grandfather who is patriarch and tyrant.

‘The family, including married children and spouses, live in 2 huge,
richly furnished house and work in the family-owned business. They take
their meals together and spend their leisure time together. Evenings
they listen to recorded classical music a5 Grandfather Theodopoulos (Ti-
tos Vandis) follows the score and conducts.

Dooley’s date is an easy-going, uninhibited singer who belongs to a
soft-rock group called Keepin’ ‘Em Off the Streets. The group is her
nuclear family. They share living quarters in a loft, travel together and
work together. Teddy (Ted Nelley), the leader, is as demanding and stern
as the grandfather.

Heflin and Dooley, both tied to family, both involved with music and
both having difficulty in ishing their own i
don't seem so mismatched after all.

THE COURSE of their love, however, doesn’t run smooth.
Indeed, one of the running gags in this film is the couple’s inability to
consumate their love because of an absence of privacy. The other run-
ning gag involves another couple who seem to be close and end up dis-
tant. Neither gag is slap-your-knee funny, particularly when drawn out
over two hours.

‘The musical performances by the rock group are toe many and too
long; they relegate the story to the status of asubplot.
The proportions seem all wrong. Eliminate the music and you've got
about 15 minutes of film, or so it seems.

‘Sweat hog’ stars in ‘Hooters’

Ron Palillo, best
known as “Sweathog" Ar-
nold Horshack on the
television series “‘Wel-
come Back, Kotter,” will
demonstrate his versatili-
ty as an actor in the up-
coming stage production
“Hooters” at the Bir-
mingham Theatre.

Palillo has apeared In
numerous theatrical pro-
ductions and has played
everything from Puck in
“Midsummer’s Night
Dream” to Prince Daunt-
less in “Once Upon a
Mattress,”

In “Hooters” Palillo
will portray an eager
young male intent on
making a sexual con-
quest. The comedy which
studies mating rituals

Kurt Weill show ends season

Artistic  Director
Terence Kilburn has an-
nounced the cast for the
final production of the
Meadow Brook Theater
season, “Berlin to Broad-
way with Kurt Weill,”
which will open a five-
week run on Thursday,
April 26 at 8:30 pm. on
the Oakland University
campus near Rochester.

The show is directed by
John Ulmer with musical
direction by Ted Kociolek
and choreograhy by Chris
ZeVan. “Berlin to Broad-
way with Kurt Weill” will
feature Jenny Brown,
Richard Marshall, Andy
McAvin, Ty McConnell
and Henrietta Valor.

Jenny Brown, a native
of New Jersey, has
appeared throughout the
east in repertory, dinner
theater, summer stock

Theater

for the Monomoy Theater
in Cape Cod, Rust has di-
rected such productions
as “Night of the Iguana,”
“The Good Doctor,” “The

among the young was
written by Ted Tally, a
graduate from the Yale
School of Drama.

A new playwright, Tal-
ly has recently been ac-
claimed for another work
entitled “Terra Nova"
which was staged at the
O'Neill Theater Center
and the Mark Taper
Forum.

TALLY IS a past re-
cipient of both the John
Golden and CBS Founda-
tion Fellowships in
playwriting,

and children’s theater.
Richard Marshall, a busy
actor-singer recently
played Curly in “Oklaho-
mal,” Frank Butler in
“Annie Get Your Gun,” a
doctor in ABC-TV’s “All
My Children” and a beer-
drinking fireman in a TV
commercial.

He has appeared at the
New York Shakespeare
Festival and with the ac-
claimed National Compa-
ny of “Equus.”

ANDY MCcAVIN re-
cently appeared in two
national tou “The
Sound of Music” starrng
Shirley Jones and “Came-
lot” with Rock Hudson.
Ty McConnell, a native of
Coldwater, Mich., lists
among his Broadway
roles Julian In “Dear
World” opposite Angela

“Hooters” will run May
7-May 19. For ticket
information, contact the

Three and
“The Crucible.” In the
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Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge

Miracle Mile Shopping Center
cross from Showcase Cinema

BY POPULAR DEMAND
Now Serving Our
CHINESE BUFFET
Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat.
Featuring all varieties of
Authentic Chinese Dishes
All you can enjoy

SHANGRI LA WEST

. 335-8060

Detroit area he has done
“Irma La Douce,”

Theater box
ofice at §44-3533,

Detroiter Alan Rust
has been signed. to direct
“Hooters.”

When the Birmingham
Theatre opened its season
in March, it made a com-
mitment to utilize the tal-
ents of local profession-
als. Rust is the first De-
troiter to be ivolved in
the spring season at the
theater.

An associate director

Lansbury and Geoffrey in
“The Lion in Winter.”
Henrietta Valor starred
on Broadway in “Jacques
Brel Is Alive and Well
and Living in Paris.” Her
other Broadway credits
include “Half a Sixpence”
and “Applause.”

“Berlin to Broadway
with Kurt Weill” will fea-
ture a unit set by Peter-
William Hicks, costumes
by Mary Lynn Bonnell
and lighting by Benjamin
F. Levenberg.

Tickets for “Berlin to
Broadway,” which con-
tinues through May 27,
may be purchased at
Hudson’s or by calling the
Meadow Brook Theater
box office, 377-3300.

Opening week perfor-
mances are scheduled at
8:30 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, 2 and 8:30 p.m.,

Tickets are required for museum benefit

‘The Sunday, May 6, benefit for the
Detroit Institute of Arts at the Edsel
and Eleanor Ford home will be by tick-

etonly.

Sponsored by the Antiquaries, an
auxiliary of the museum’s Founders
Society, the 4-7 p.m. event to the Ford
residence on Gaulkler Point. will fea-

ture a program by Dr. Frederick
Cummings, museum director, who will .
discuss the artistic interests of Eleanor

Clay Ford, as reflected in the home

Kahn.

which was designed in 1927 by Albert

Reversations are limited. For infor-
mation, call 833-7875.

en,” “The
Imaginary Invalid” and
“Christmas Carol.”

Rust’s theatrical skills

transcend directing. He is
also a choreographer and
actor,

His most recent roles
include a narrator in
“The Soldiers Tale" by
Stravinski with the Mich-
igan Chamber Orchestra
And El Gallo in “The
Fantasticks” at Universi-
ty of Detroit-Marygrove.

Saturday and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday. The following
weeks will offer perfor-
mances at 8:30 p.m. Tues-
day-Friday, 6 and 9:30
pan. Saturday, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday and 2 p.m.
Wednesday. The theater
is dark Mondays.

Sports Reports, day and night!

WE
KNOW THE SCORE.
AND MORE.

We play YOUR songs...
and more! o=,

S
y 6:00-10:00AM

Meet Jim Davis. The man known for
starting your day off on the right foot.
His conversations at 7:25 with Eliott
Abrams, our ACCU-WEATHER
meteorologist brightens up even the
grayest day. Jim will catch you up on
the latest sports news with Mark
Andrews and Jerry Green at 8:12. It's
no wonder when 10:00 solls around
people feet like saying, Thanks, Jim...|
needed that. Wake me up tomorrow,
00
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Glimpses

NEW RELEASES

AGATHA (PG). Sketchy characters but intriguing story and fine acting
by Vanessa Redgrave and Dustin Hoffman carry film based on Kath-
leen Tynan’s speculations about the 11-day disappearance of Agatha
Christie.

THE BELL JAR (). Crack-up of a young poet, torn between life and art,
is presented in somewhat flattened film version of Sylvia Plath’s au-
tobiographical novel.

THE BRINK’S JOB (PG). William Friedkin directed this comic adven-
ture about the big heist with Peter Falk, Peter Boyle, Warren Oates
and Gena Rowlands.

THE CHINA SYNDROME (PG). A gripping melodrama about an acci-
dent at a nuclear power plant and the potential danger. Jane Fonda is
a television newscaster; Jack Lemmon is the plant engineer.

THE DEER HUNTER (R). An emotionally gripping and violent film
about the lives of three friends from a small steel town as they are
affected by the Vietnam war.

FAST BREAK (PG). Gabriel Kaplan is a N. Y. deli clerk named to coach
a motley crew of basketball players at an obscure college.

GET OUT YOUR HANDKERCHIEFS (R). Eccentric view of male-
female relations as woman's husband and lover work toward her hap-
piness in unconventional way.

HAIR (G). The counter culture musical of the '60s, directed by Milos
Forman, comes to the screen with amazing vitality and musical ener-
gy — if a decade late.

MOVIE, MOVIE (PG). Expert and entertaining spoof of past double bill
movies with George C. Scott in fight movie and Busby Berkeley-type
musical.

MURDER BY DECREE (PG). Christopher Plummer and James Mason
play Holmes and Watson as they stalk Jack the Ripper in foggy Lon-

don. -

‘NORMA RAE (PG). Sally Field is outstanding in contemporary story of
union organizing activities in southern textile mills.

THE PASSAGE (R). Cliche-ridden film about family’s flight from Nazi
persecution during World War IL .

QUINTET (R). Paul Newman and Bibi Andersson play deadly game of
survival in Robert Altman's icy, bizarre film. X

SAME TIME, NEXT YEAR (PG). Alan Alda and a radiant Ellen Burstyn
in warm, witty tale of an extramarital affair that persists for 26

ears.
SUIy‘ERM.AN (PG). Christopher Reeve plays Big S, Marlon Brando is
father and Gene Hackman the villain in this humorous fantasy.
THE WARRIORS (R). Police and street gangs hunt down teenage gang
from Coney Island as they fight their way out of Manhattan.

G General audiences admitted.
PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18,

X  Nooreunder 18 admitted.
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Lantoness & American Food
Japansse Steakhouss
® Lxotic Cocktails ®
CARRY.OUTS K CHINESE FO0D v
Ghnsse Luncheon 113 Jspanese Luncheon 1.
Chinese Dinner 3.9 30 Japanese Dinner §.G 30
ForReserrations £5at 161030p m
Poesd273171 Cosed Monday

RESTAURANT

Pecarls
Garden

the Finest in Chinese
American Culsine

469 S. Woodward, B'ham.
644-2913

Mon.Thurs. 11-10p.m. » Frl. 11-11p.m.
Sat. 12:31p.m. s Sun, 12-90p.m.
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INTRODUCING THE

INFLATION FIGHTER:

DINNER FOR $4.95

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE.INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at

hnsinesg, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

Ringsley Iun
Wnodward and Long Lake Road . .

. Bloomtield Hills
644-1400

the Kingsley Inn. We are near all_

%

Warren, 574-1040

Prime Rib * Fresh Fish fTéljiyuki Chicken

Dinners include salad, bread and ofu{ choice of baked potato,
es.

rice or french fri

Sunday, Noon to 4 pm. Monday thru Thursday, 5 to 7 pm.

Phone today for reservations.

MOUNTAIN

Troy, 6897920
Farmington Hills, 476.5333

Southfield, 557-0570

P

Warren, §74-9440

564-5144
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