ar0)

Monday, April 23, 1979

Child-rearing philosophy urges responsibility

Children raised according to Dr.
Benjamin Spock are turning to parent-
ing classes for advice on raising their.
own offspring. :

Among the methods being offered is

that of Rudolf Dreikurs, author of
“Children the Challenge.”

That parenting course is sponsored
by the Family Education Committee of
Farmington Youth Assistance.

' Agenda postéd.)

Following is the agenda for the
Farmington Hills council session for
tonight. The meeting is scheduled to be-
gin at 7:30 p.m. at city hall, 31555 Elev-
en Mile, west of Orchard Lake Road.

« Consideration of senior citizen
housing at Drake and Freedom Roads.
(Alloted time — one hour. Pro and con
— three minutes per speaker.

« Consideration of approval of exten-
sion of time to Pulte Homes of Michi-
gan for the completion of Park area in
the Farmington Green Subdivisions No.
1 through No. 5.

« Consi ion  of of

poppy days sale in the city of Farming-
ton Hills on May 17-19.

* Recommendation for amendments
to plumbing code to conform to state
requirements to upda*e code every
three years,

« Recommendation for a resolution
to authorize district court employees to
become members of the city retire-
ment system.

« Recommendation for elimination of
deficits in special assessment district
funds.

to Chapter 4 of
retirement system.

= Consideration of industrial and de-
velopment lease hase agreement
and bonding resolution for GSE.

+ Consideration of industrial and de-
velopment lease purchase agreement
and bonding resolutions for Graco.

« Consideration of a request for a
new full year Class C Tavern license to
be located at 28990 Orchard Lake Road
(Honey Tree restaurant).

« Consideration of appointment to
boards and issi

* R ions of transfer of
money in budget to implement recent
changes in funding.

* Reports on preliminary review of
the plat of Hillview subdivision.

= Report on final plat approval of In-
dependence Office Service Center subi-
division.

« Report on final plat approval of In-
dependence Expressway Service Cen-
ter subdivsion.

* Report on the request for variance
for asphalt sidewalks along Halstead,
adjacent to the Farmington Hills Hunt
b st riel.

+ Consideration of request from
American Legion, Groves-Walker Post
and Unit No. 346 to conduct its annual

. jon for a

Driekurs advecates an approach to
raising children which is a cross be-
tween the an authoritarian parenthood
and a relaxed one, according to group
leader Gary Galen.

Galen and his wife Barbara discov-
ered the method worked well for them
when they first took the parenting
course in Norfolk, Va. When the family
returned to Michigan in 1977, Galen be-
gan “Children the Challenge” classes in
the Farmington area.

The Dreikurs’ method allows chil-
dren to make some of their own deci-
sions. It also places responsility for
those decisions and their consequences
upon the child.

When Galen, 33, and his wife took the
course for the first time they used the
method in coping with a family dinner-
time problem. When called to come in
from play for dinner, the Galen off-
spring often continued playing until
they heard a second or third call to eat.

'WITH THE SUPPORT of the rest of
the class, the Galens decided to explain
to their children that they would be
called to dinner once. If they didn't
show up to eat by the time everyone

else was finished eating, they were out

of luck for that meal.
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designating the city manager as local
agent to file for federal disaster relief.
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The next day, the Galens tried the
Dreikurs’ method suggestion. The chil-
dren stayed outside after they were
called and missed dinner,

“I knew they wouldn't starve. They
wouldn’t shrivel up,” said Galen, a
radiologist.

Although Galen's son and daughter
wete angry about being denied dinner,
they managed to show up on time for
the next evening’s meal.

“We haven't had any trouble since
then,” Galen said.

“My mother wouldn't have let me
miss a meal,” he added.

His mother probably wouldn't allow
him to make his own breakfast when he
was 4 years old, but Galen's son can
and does make his own eggs in the
morning.

Once when his mother was visiting,
she suggested to her young grandson
that he'd better skip making his own
breakfast because he would make a
mess,
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Courteous Dl

“I told her, this is our house and he
can make his own breakfast,” Galen
said.

It was one of the few times he has
interceded in an argument conducted
by one of his children.

TAKING PART IN HIS children's
argements is one of the things that
Galen has learned to aveid through
studying Dreikurs’ method.

Fights between a brothers and sis-
ters go on uninterruptted unless poten-
tially physically harmful behavior be-
comes part of the argument, according
to Galen,

Otherwise, there isn't any reason to
intervene in the disagreement. .

“When we first started that, the
number ‘of fights went down,” Galen
reported.

But poor behavior isn't left unnot-
iced. If a child is behaving badly, Galen

GARY GALEN
- . . let children decide
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Metropolitan's exclusive Century Club.

to Metropolitan District Seles Manager
Bruce M, Talbot and his staff,
focated at 20100 Civic Center Dr.

in Southfield, Michigan,

Bearing the tite of a Century Club
member means this organization has
performed with exceptional skill and
dedication to provide high quality
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The Orthogonality
Tenth Anniversary Storewid
Sale Begins Monday, April 2

On Monday., April 23. vou will have your
pick of the store, all at 20 savings.

Cookware, dinnerware, glassware,
furniture, apparel, fabric — every item in the

Names like Palaset, Marimekko, Heller.
Arabia, Cuisinart, Copco, Braun, littala.
Beylerian — all at 20¢% off. .

Allin all, this will be the best sale we've

Join us in our celebration and take
advantage of the savings. .
330E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, 662-2600
135 S. Woodward, Birmingham, 642-1460
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