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Artificial light

gardens open

new vistas

By RON BRENTON

Turn: that dark corner in your
living room, kitchen, basement, or
utility room into an eternal spring-
time garden. All it takes is a little
imagination, a fluorescent light
fixture or.two, and a table or shelf.

Up until the late 1930’s, indoor
gardeners were limited to avail-
able windowsills, sunporches dur-

ing the warmer months, or an ex-~

‘pensive (both to build and to oper-
, ate) greenhouse  for grbwing
houseplants. Those growing on
windowsills were restricted to
only a few inches of beneficial
light space next to the glass; and if
nature didn't cooperate, dull days
-hampered proper plant growth.

WITH THE ADVENT of fluore-
scent lights In the late 1930’s, a
new adventure developed for the
indoor gardener. A world where

- eternal spring could be maintained
by illuminating areas with artifi-
clal light. Regardless of the weath-
er, plants could gréw, bloom and

flourish with the aid of modern
technology.

The first group of indoor gar-
deners to take advantage of fluore-
scent lights were the. African
violet enthusiasts. Lights suspend-
ed above shelves, in cabinets and
other available -space could now

‘ provide .the necessay light for

propagation and flowering of
plants often thought difficult by
many.

During the 1940’s and '50’s much
work was done on the growing of
plants under artificial light by var-
lous colleges and universities. In-
formation became -available that
not only gould African violets be
grown under fluorescent lights but
most other plants would grow well
provided that time of Hlumination
and intensity of light restrictions
were met.

In the 2960's the Indoor Garden-

-ing Society of America was
formed and with it came a new era-

of indoor gardening.

TODAY ALL ONE needs to do Is

Pl

Besides being an expert on artificial light
gardening, Ron Brenton also has a mail order
busines§ he calls “Marvelous Minis.” Some-
times when the press of business gets ahead
of him, Brenton calls on his family for help.
Helping package the mini-African violets are
his wife, Sue, and his two sons, Mark, 6, and

Brian, 9. Brenton developed his owri method
of packaging the delicate blooms by using
styrofoam cups. He has over 250 varieties of
“marvelous minis” for sale at $1.25—or leaf
cutting at 40 cents each. (Staff photo by Bob
Woodring) )

walk into a nursery, plant shop, or
~most variety stores to see plants of
all descriptions growing contently
under artificial light.
The first thing that crosses most
peoples’ minds {3 that this method
- of growing must be expensive. Ini-
tial setups can be made for as lit-

tle as $20-$25. A productive indoor
light garden need be nothing more
than a two-tube four-foot fluore-
scent fixture suspended above a
shelf or a table.

The cost of the light fixture is
about $15 which includes two

tubes. Adding a few plastic trays -

and a timer to turn the lights off
and on at predesignated times

_complete the set up. Total cost

being about $25.

A four-foot fixture provides
about six square feet of growing
space. This is enough room to grow

(Continued on page 15)
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60% OFF

Extra 10% off on Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities

Good thru April 30, 1979

5 Ft. Kitchen Sink Base Cabinef

w/Formica top & white single sink
Reg. $129.95

$11696

WITH THIS AD
wall cabinets in stock

5751 £, 13 Mile
at Mound Green Acres Plaza
Warren ¢ 936-1500

20433 Livernols
1 blk, S. of 8 Mile
Detroit » 864-2300

SOUTHWEST ANN ARBOR
20249 W. Warren 3666 S. State Street
1 blk. W. of Evergreen 1 bk. S. of I-94

Dearborn Helghts e 271-3200 Ann Arbor e 663-5575

E. of Orchard Lk, Rd.
Farmington Hills » 478-8500

30835 W. 10 Mile

DOWNRIVER
1491 Soulhfield
Biwn, I-75 - Fort St,

Lincaln Park » 388-1900

54" Unit 119.95 - LESS 10% w/ad

" $107.95

66" Unit 134.95 - LESS 10% w/ad $121.46
72" Unlt 144.95 - LESS 10% w/ad $131.36
+ 84" Unit 154.95 - LESS 10% wiad $139.46

FREE KITCHEN PLANNING
SERVICE

Bring In your measuremsnts, our
expens will do the rest,




