. Washington D.C. area.
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Tirrell Hall
is dedicated

‘Formal ‘dedicaﬁén ceremonies for
the John E. Tirrell Hall of Oakland
Community College’s Orchard Ridge
Campus will be at 2 p.m. Sunday, May
4. The didication will be at the campus,
fzg&s Orchard Lake Road, Farmington

_ Tirrell, 52, who served as Oakland's
ficst president from 1954-68, is vice
president for government affairs at the
Washington-based American Associa-
tion of Community and Junior Colleges.

A former Bloomfield Hills resident,
he and his wife, Louise, live in the

Under Tirrell's leadership, the
award-winning Orchard Ridge Campus

* was built, making OCC, at that time, a

multi-campus institution with three
campuses. OCC gained national recog- .
nition for its audio-tutorial approach to
education under Tirrell’s leadership.

Graduated from Hope College in
1949, Tirrell received a master’s de-
gree from the University of Michigan
in 1951, attended Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and received his
doctor's degree in education from Har-
vard University in 1954.
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Civil War diary comes to light

“Detroit in Perspective,” a tri-annu-
al journal of local history published by
the Detroit Historical Society, features
articles of interest on local history.

In the spring issue, editor Professor
Kermit L. Hall of Wayne State Univer-
sity has devoted most of the volume to
the printing of a rare Civil War manu-
script, the 1862 diary of William Dun-
can Wilkins.

Wilkins' recollections are of particu-
lar interest because they highlight the
often grim realities of life in a Civil
War prison. Wilkins, clerk of the United
States Circuit Court in Detroit at the
war's outbreak, was commissioned a
captain upon volunteering for service
in Augst 1861. One year later, he was
captured in Virginia and subsequently
imprisoned for six weeks at the notori-

Politicians to advise

High school and college students
from across the state will get profes-
sional tips on how to become involved
in politics at a May 18-21 conference at
Oakland University in Rochester.

Professional campaign managers,
advertiSing specialists, pollsters and
politicans will address the student par-

ous Libby Prison in Ri Va.

Wilkins' diary is not only a well-writ-
ten manuscript penned by a person of
some education, bu it also details the
horrors of prison life during a war in
which disease and poor medical treat-
ment often took a greater number of
livés than bullets. Here is his initial im-
pressions of the prison:

". . .we were marched into a ground
floor room 70 by 30 feet filled with
deserters, captured teamsters, counter-
feiters, idiols, lunatics, thieves. . .Qur
accession swelled the numbers in the
room to about 200; giving us barely
space to lie down. The floor is an inch
deep in thick black greasy slime which
we cannot remove. A horrible odor per-
vades the apartment.” R

His observations and descriptions

The conference is sponsored by
Repolitik, the student non-partisan po-
litical education committee at Oakland
University. :

The many guest speakers and topics
include Paul Wilson, vice president of
Baily, Deardouerff and Associates,
“Compaign Advertising” former Michi-

are i direct. Lit-
tle wonder, then, that one of his last
entries, written upon his release, states
that “fresh air tastes delicious!”

Wilkins’ diary, handed down through
his descendants, has never been previ-
ously published, according to Hall. It
was brought to his attention by Fred
Hartmann of Plymouth, an avid collec-
tor of Civil War memorabilia.

“The Wilkins' Diary,” said Hall, “is 2
unique document and the editorial
board of ‘Detroit in Perspective’ is
pleased to be involved in its publica-
tion.”

The journal is made available to
members of the Detroit Historical Soci-
ety as part of the benefits of member-
ship. However, single copies may be
purchased through the society.

students

Others include State Rep. Ruth
McNamee, “The Importance of State
Politics;” L. Brooks Patterson, “How to
Get a Proposal on the Ballot;” and
Keith Hartwell, director of the Repub-
lican state Senate staff, “How to Shape
the Image of the Candidate.”

The cost of the conference is $25 in-
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