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| Collectible plates
| - grow in value

by
! Gloria
¢ Cohen

The amazing care and
artistry that goes into
Delftware elevates these
designs far beyond the
realm of mere gastro-
nomic utility. To eat
from a Delitware plate
would be akin to com-
muting in a 1930 Bentley.

Indeed, Delftware is
among the elite genre of
plate “collectibles” which
are admired, traded and
auctioned by 4.5 million
collectors worldwide. Un-
like stamps and coins,
most collector plates are
original works of art is-
sued in limited editions
and meant to be promi-
nently displayed rather
than stored.

Like stocks and bonds,
there are many different
types of collector plates
to serve a wide range of
purposes. But unlike
stock certificates, these
decorative objets d'art
are meant to be hung and
admired.

Plate collecting is like-
ly to be a prime invest-
ment in the 1980s. Plates
will continue to go up re-
gardless of what happens
to the dollar, the yen or
the price of gold.

PLATES ARE quite
affordable, starting at
approximately $19 and
going up to thousands of
dollars. The investment is
safe because no matter
how many new plate is-
sues are produced each
year, thousands of new
collectors entering the
market annually offset
that increase.

Collectors crave both
the investment and aes-
thetic satisfactions of
plates. An intriguing as-
pect is the fact that each
plate is part of a limited
edition. Plate collecting
is as old as 17th century
Florence, where honored
dinner guests often

S

received the handcrafted
plates from which they
had eaten as a token of
the host’s esteem.

Plate prices rose rapid-
ly as the number of col-
lectors and dealers
increased. By 1971 the
plate collector's market
was booming. In fact, the
Wedgwood Christmas
plate which retailed for
$25 when issued in 1969
was selling for $200 after
only two years.

Europen plate manu-
facturers have, in the
past, traditionally struck
plates with holiday
themes or nature motifs
to suit all occasions.
More recently, however,
American designers have
introduced popular new
“fashion plates” featur-
ing the works of such
well-known American
artists as Norman
Rockwell, James Wyeth,
Dong Kingman and Edna
Hibel.

PLATES RUN the
gamut of styles ranging
from the traditional to
the contemporary, in ma-
terials, embracing virtu-
ally every natural and
manufactured substance
~— poreelain, terra cotta,
crystal, cut glass, sterling
silver, alabaster, silver,
gold and even wood.

‘Traditionally, collector
plates are made of ce-

ramic and/or porcelain -

or bone china. Although
they come in many sizes,
most are round. Nearly
all are handmade, struck
in tightly controlled num-
bers and, like Delitware,
are hand-painted.

The initial public de-
‘mand for plates as collec-
tible investments actual-
ly began in 196¢ when
Bing & Grondahl issued
its now famous “Dog and
Puppies” Christmas plate
which became an imme-
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If you're not wearing it, Sell it.
You can't enjoy your jewelry if it's
sitting in your safe deposit box. Sell
[ )it for immediate cash, We purchase

diate best seller.

Later that year Wedg-
wood issued its first
Christmas plate which
also sold out and began to
climb in value. Following
the lucrative example'set
by the Christmas plates,
Jensen, Haviland, Spode,

A limited offer:

Burial Space for Two

available.

"Pickard and other plate  Still another way is to in-

In order to ease the financial strain that death
inevitably places on the surviving members of the
family, we are offering—for a very short time--on a
pre-need basis-double burial plots from as low as

$295. Less than $150 each. Monthly payment plan

Send Coupon Today

manufacturers began to stali a plate rail in the
issue plates that quickly dining area, usually about
b'egzn selling for many 14 inches from the ceil-
times their original price. ing, the length or width of

The plates can be dis- the room. This display
played in a china cabinet, will be the focal point of
or hung individually on the room and insure safe-
the wall over the buffet. keeping.
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A growing number of very contemporary
people are choosing Boyne Falls Log
Homes as the type of home that makes
sense for them.

Boyne Fails homes are custom-made from
Northern White Cedar, a nearly perfect
building material. A superior natural insu-
lator, it's fire-resistant and maintenance-

free.

pEach home is built literally one log
I, at a time. Skilled craftsmen hand-
peel each log twice, pre-cut
and pre-fit difficult angles to in-
sure exacting fit on your site.

Send $4 for our colorful portfolio,
or write for our free brochure.

Carol Mock
29451 Greenfield Road Dept. 80
Southfield, Michigan 48076 » 313-557-0103
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NOW ACCEPTING
SUMMER DAY CAMP ENROLLMENTS

FOR SUMMER, ’79

fine gems, Diamonds, and Gold
G °
A service to private owned ownefs,
banks and catates. i
Norman Allan
" Gemolegist « Diamontologist Emabiubed 1919 || ¥
30400 Telegraph Road Suite 134
Birmingham, Michigan 48010
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This summer give your child the -
wonderful experience of Echo Park
Summer Camp.

Call 642:5575

¢ Three lakes on 112 acres

¢ Swimming, boating, archery,
nature study, crafts, fishing,
cookouts

¢ Children 3% to 14 years old

* Experienced camp counselors
® Four Week sessions

¢ Family memberships
available

.(v:alet;rate your . B
birthday at \
Alfreds restaurant

® DINNER AND CAKE FREEs
Cail For Further Delails,

5

Somerset Mall

your youngster's feet
deserve . ..

APPLICATIONS AND INFORMATION
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
PHONE 646-5590

ECHO PARK DAY CAMP, INC. |

4275 Echo Road, Bloomfield Hills

‘State Gollede of Beauty

2165 S. TELEGRAPH
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Now PNESENTS OUR NEW LINE OF
MAKE-UP CALLED “JAMIE”
Find out how to make money
In your spars time by selling “Jamie™
u] - Call 777-9000 Collect
b . Ask for Kathy

- .. and the comlort styled into every
pair of Child Lite shoes . . . a fitting
combination!

Come see us soon.
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