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Track times

Area boys track coaches are remind-
ed to contact Birmingham Brother
Rice’s Bob Stark every Sunday night at
646-1019 with your best times and dis-
tances this season. The Observer & Ec-
centric sports sections hope to publish
the top statistics every Thursday dur-
ing the spring sports season.
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Proclamation honors team

Ramblers softball team honored

March was the month of the child in
Rochester, and April is the time for the
rambler — the Rochester Rambler.

By Rochester City Council acclama-
tion, this week (April 23-28) has been
declared “Rochester Rambler Week.”

“Whereas they (Ramblers) are recog-
nized as one of the finest teams in
Michigan as a result of successful ef-
forts in tournaments throughout the
Midwest . . . be it resolved that the
Mayor and C\ty Council does hereby
proclaim the week of April 22 through
April 28 as Rochester Rambler Week in
the city of Rochester.”

For anyone unfamiliar with the Ro-"

chester Ramblers, it is a women's fast-
pitch softball team. Its specific rela-
tionship with Rochester centers around
use of Halbach Field as a summer
home.

THE RAMBLERS have probably
been most recognized as the team that
produced Kathy Irvine-Taylor, who
now plays professionally with Buffalo.
She previously starred with the defunct
Michigan Travelers as an outfielder.

Taylor, who graduated from Roches-
ter High School and now coaches its
girls’ softball team, played for the
Ramblers in their growing years earli-
er this decade. From that fast-pitch

experience, she graduated to profes-
sional ball, becoming one of the
league’s hest players in just two years.

Since Taylor's departure from the
Ramblers, their identity with Roches-
ter has diminished. Often, there are
mcre spectators at little Jeague base-
ball fields than at the amateur fast-
pitch games in town.

But, the Ramblers are now trying to
change that “incognito” image. Not
only have they been officially recog-
nized via a council proclamation, but
the team has now gone independent.

THE RAMBLERS had been mem-
bers of the 13-team Michigan-Ohio-In-
diana women’s fast-pitch league. Team
members decided to leave that league
this year in favor of their own travel
schedule.

Under this new set-up, the team be-
lieves it will improve by playing better
competition. The Ramblers are also
hoping to altract mroe people to Hal-
bach Field because of the hlgher cal-
iber of competiton.

“We weren't playing up to our cal-
iber in that league, o, as a team, we
decided to schedule our own games,”
said Rambler spokeswoman Lisa
Davenport. “We were finding out we

weren't playing good teams, and, as a
result, when we got into

Rochester's Blll Firment. A former
scout,

we couldn’t compete with the better
teams.

“This year I think we scheduled
sorre very good teams, and I think we
will improve because of it. And, we
want the people in the community to
come out and watch us. Rochester has
one of the best fields around, and we
want the people to come see us play.”

‘THE RAMBLERS, who are affiliated
nationally with the American Softball
Association, have been in town for sev-
en years. Last year, they won the De-
troit Me!ropuhtan ‘Tournament, placed
third in the Celina, Ohio, tourney, and
seventh in the 22-team Indianapolis,
Ind., tournament..

As a team, they finished with a 14-10
overall league record, good for fourth
place.

“The games we won last year were
against the best teams in the league,”
said Davenport, who lives in Rochester.
“We just couldn't play well against the
weaker teams.

“It was hard for us to adjust from
the good teams to the bad teams. That's
why we pulled out of the league.”

The Ramblers are coached by

Firment is smnmg his second full year
with the team.

Davenport, a catcher-infielder, is one
of 15 women on the Ramblers. She will"
be starting her third season this sum-
mer.

SOME OF THE team’s top players
include veteran pitcher Barb Tober and
shortstop Mary Carney.

“Barb has excellent speed and is our
best pitcher," Davenport said. “(Mary)'~
is one of the best shortstops around.
She's like a vacuum cleaner.”

Karen Smith plays second base, and
Renee Cottrell plays first base.

The Ramblers will begin their season
May 25 with a tournament in Lansing.
They will participate in seven other
tournamenst throughout the summer.

Coach Firment’s team will even host
a Rochester tournament scheduled for
the Aug. 24 weekend at Halbach Field.

The Ramblers, who practice in Troy, _
have scheduled their first home game
June 2. It will be a doubleheader (5
p.m. start) against Lansing DeWitt.

‘Their 45-game independent schedule
includes 27 home games. .
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