Deafness not a handicap

By SUSAN ROSIEK

David Zanavich is an all-star football
player, wrestler and honor student. He
hunts, fishes and like any other high
school senior, he's looking forward to
gxtav!j)uation day and perhaps college or
a job.

His life can best be described as that
of a, typical senior with ane exception
— David is deaf.

For all his sports triumphs, David
never has heard the cheers of a crowd
when he made a key play on the grid-
iror or scored a pin on the wrestling
mat.

Despite his world of silence, David
~— with the help and encouragement of
family, friends and teachers — re-
mains an example to others who suffer

* a handicap. David has managed to

overcome what he terms an inconvi-
ence rather than a handicap.

His teachers describe him as bright
and cenfident with an undaunted zest
for life.

DAVID 1S PROFOUNDLY deaf. He
lip-reads, signs and has some limited
speech capablities. Doctors diagnosed
his deafness as the result of nerve dam-
age that occurred when he was six
months old, says his mother, Sophie
Zanovich.,

Mrs. Zanavich admits that while ini-
tially it was hard to accept David’s
deafness, “life goes on.”

“We never treated him any different
from the rest of the children,”  said
Mrs. Zanavich. “In fact, we've all
learned from him and it never hurts to
know something different. To know Da-
vid is to learn from him.”

One of three children of Charles Rob-
ert and Sophie Zanavich, David is a
senior at Michigan School for the Deaf
(MSD) near Flint, He started his educa-
tion in Garden City Public Schools at-
tending Henry Ruff and Douglas
schools before a teacher suggested the
family consider MSD. David was nine
years old and “it was a difficult deci-
sion to make,” says Mrs. Zanavoich,

‘Was it the right choice?

“YOU NEVER KNOW, there are so
many ifs. If he had continued in Garden
City Schools he might be able to speak
better. He had an excellent speech
teacher in Garden City.

“But on the other hand he probably
wouldn't have been able to to partici-
pate in sports. Garden City doesn’t pro-
vide sports for deaf children,” she adds.

“We made the right choice, however,
and we're glad — considering how
much David likes sports. He's so athlet-
ically inclined,” “says his obviously
proud mother,

And sports-minded he is.

sive and defense tackle and was a
member of the wrestling team. A chest
of medals and several trophies attest to
his athletic abilities. At 6-1, 210 pounds,
David went to the state deaf wrestling
finals twice. He has been named ot the
43rd All-American Football Team for
the Deaf,

David led the MSD 1978-7¢ wrestling
team as captain and captured an
award for having the best team spirit.

He also received an honorable men-
tion to The Frat’s All-American Foot-

. ball Tearn for 1978. “The Frat” is the

official publication of the National
Fraternal Society of the Deaf.”

AN HONOR STUDENT, David says
his favorite subject is math. To add to
his cache of tributes, David was recent-
1y honored as an outstanding all-around
student by the West Flint Optimist
Club. Besides attending classes, David
works in the print shop at McLaren
Hospital from 7 am. to 11 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday.

“There isn’t anything he doesn’t do,”
says Mrs. Zanavich.

“Last fall he caught a nine-point
buck. He likes fishing and he’s been
driving since he was 16 years old.”

Spending his weekdays at school, Da-
vid drives home to spend weekends
with family and friends,

David's family has made sure that
over the years his life has been active
and as normal as possible,

“When he played baseball in Garden
City I would drive to Flint and pick him
up after he finished school. He'd come
home, eat dinner and play baseball.
Then his dad would drive him back to
Flint."

COMMUNICATION has never been
a problem in the Zanavich household.
While his family doesn't sign, they fin-
ger spell and David can read lips. He
has several hearing friends who sign.
His parents encourage him to speak.

David's confident and looking for-
ward to the future. He doesn’t antici-
pate any serious problems because of
his deafness. Technology has made sev-
eral devices such a teletype telephone
and a vibrating bed which acts as an
alarm clock zvailable to deaf persons.

After graduation he says he will ei-
ther “go to college — Madonna or Mott
Community — and become a physical
education teacher or look for a job at
either GM or Ford.” .

An outgoing and friendly person, Da-~
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School for, the Deaf near Flint. He was named
to an All-American football team and went to
the state deaf wrestling finals.

vid finds it easy to get along with peo-
ple. He admits, however, that he would
like others to at least try and under-
stand his world a little bit better.

HE GETS ANGRY because people
don't understand him says his mother
helping to convey David's answer
which combined finger spelling and
speech. .

“The news shows should either have
somebody signing or have captions so
deaf people know what's going on in the
world,”says David. |

“Police officers and restaurant
workers should also learn (to sign),” he

ds.

“The world is starting to recognize
deafness,” adds Mrs. Zanavich. “It’s an
invisible handicap.”

A Snowmobile Association for the
Deaf has been formed in recent years.
David also has taken advantage of the
cultural and social activities offered by
the Detroit Associaton for the Deaf.

Making friends seems to come easy
for this tall bloud athlete.

“DAVID IS AN easy person to like.

le has a good sense of humor and a
very pleasant personality,” says Anne
Bowning, one of his teachers at MSD.

“He makes friends easily with deaf
or hearing people. I've seen him in a
crowd of hearing boys at wrestling
tournaments, joking around or playing
some kind of of card game.

“He's a natural leader. As captain of
the wrestling team he helped many of
the boys to do their best. He always en-
couraged the others from the sidelines
and was the first to praise their efforts,
win or lose, when a match was
finished.”

His wrestling coach praised David's
spirit and determination.

Injured during football practice last
August, he managed to play the entire
season earning all league and all Amer-
ican honors. His injury plagued him
during wrestling season and he was or-
dered to the sidelines early in the year.

“He missed two months but recov-
ered faster than expected and was al-
lowed to compete for the last two
‘weeks of the year. He was out of condi-
tion after the lengthy lay off but he
qualified for state finals where he dem-
onstrated competitive drive beyond Mis
ability,” says Bernard.

ENCOURAGEMENT has been es-
sential to David's success and his par-
ents are particularly grateful to Coach
Bernard.

“Al! of David's teachers were a great
help but the one important person was
Lacey Bernard,” says Mrs. Zanavich.

Although David says he Is looking
forward to the future, he enjoys remin-
iscing about his sports career.

“I sort of wish I was in the ninth
grade agin so I could play football all
over again.”

For people who need a rea-
son to take a walk, the Tecum-
seh Area Historical - Seciety
may be the conduit through
which to channel that energy.

“Promenade the Past —
1979" will take visitors on a

A stroll through the past

anate villa-style, 19th century
Vietorian, and Georgian.

‘Tickets for the tour are $3 in
advance or $4 on tour, $3 for
senior citizens and students 18
and younger.

tour of 11 historic
the likes of which include Goth-
ic Revival, Neo-Classical Revi-
val, Victorian Gothic, Itali-

For i write
Tecumseh Area Historical Soci-
ety, P.O. Box 26, Tecumseh
49286. .
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He has been one of only two deaf
youngsters who have played Little
League Baseball in Garden City where
he was named to the all-star team.

At MSD David played center, offen-
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David Zanavich boasts a’chestful of medals and trophies for his
achievements in football and wrestling at Michigan School for the
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