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Contenders differ on subway

County SEMTA seat ui) for grabs

By TIM RICHARD

Round One in a battle over the direc-
tion of public transportation will be
fought tonight in Oakland County.

At stake s a seat on the Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority
board that is being vacated by Jeseph
P. Bianco Jr., who has served since
SEMTA was created in 1967.

The contenders: David H. Shepherd,
mayor of Qak Park and chairman of
the Southeast Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments; Homer Case, Bloomfield
Township supervisor and a former
SEMCOG chairman; and Alice Schoen-
holz, Royal Oak commissioner and gen-
eral foe of regionalism.

EACH CITY, village and township
will send a representative to Birming-
ham City Hall where three persons will
be nominated.

The question isn't whether Shepherd,
Case and Mrs. Schoenholz will be nomi-
nated, but who gets the strongest sup-
port. The final selection will be made
by SEMCOG’s General Assembly on
June 2L

Tonight's meeting shapes up as a
preliminary between Shepherd, a pro-
Detroit liberal Democrat, and Case, an
Qakland “establishment” Republican.
‘The unspoken issue is whether SEMTA
will move in the direction of building
all or part of a Woodward corridor
light rail trainsit line underground.

Case said he would like a public vote
on a subway. He's against a subway.

“A transportation program has to be
flexible,” Case said. “Once you build a
tunnel, you become inflexible. With
buses, if a route doesn't work, you just
change the route of the bus. You don’t
have $1.4 billion sunk into it.

“You have the Grand Trunk Western
Railroad paralleling Woodward. I don’t
know if there's need for both (commut-
er rail and rapid transit), he said.
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CASE'S CANDIDACY developed last
weekend.

Until then, Bianco had been expected
to seek re-election. But Case and per-
sons close to Bianco said the J.L. Hud-
son_executive from Bloomfield Hills
decided against running again. Bianco
was on vacation and couldn't be
reached for comment.

Case was treasurer for eight years
and has been supervisor for 16 years of
Bloomfield Township. He was on the
commiltee that proposed creation of
SEMCOG and has served on the seven-
county regional planning agency since
it was formed in 1968.

Case was SEMCOG chairman in
1975-77, succeeding to the chair when
Detroit Councilman Mel Ravitz re-
signed and later winning a term on his
own. Case was in the chair when SEM-
COG hired its current executive direc-
tor, Michael Glusac.

SHEPHERD DECLINED to take a
position on the subway issue, saying:
“That decision has been made. It's up
for public hearings.”

He referred to the SEMTA board's
10-5 decision April 3 to build the Wood-
ward light rail line underground from
downtown Detroit to Grand Boulevard
and elevate it to McNichols.

That decision was less than popular
with Oakland County’s three SEMTA
board members. Bianco and Henry M.
Hogan Jr. voted against it. R.J. Alexan-
der supported it only to get some kind
of program moving.

Although Shepherd declined to
“knock" Bianco, it is significant that he
announced his candidacy for the SEM-
TA post many weeks -before Bianco
bowed out.

SHEPHERD has been mayor of Oak |
Park since 1971. In private life, he is -,

president of Harlan F an ad-

SEMCOG chairpersons.

Shepherd was chairman of
SEMCOG’s Council on Regional Devel-
opment when the outlines of the 1990
transit plan were adopted.

He has been on the boards of the
Michigan Municipal League, the Na-
tional League of Cities and the Nation-
al Association of Regional Councils,
whose 1979 convention will be in
Detroit.

UNDER A QUIRK in the 1975 revi-
sion of the SEMTA enabling law, Oak-
land County puts two persons on the
SEMTA board through a process used
nowhere else.

A meeting of representatives from
all local governments is called, and
that group nominates three persons.
SEMCOG's General Assembly then
picks from among the three. In such a
process, a foe of regionalism such as
Mrs. Schoenholz has virtually no
chance of winning.

In contrast, Detroit’s five members
are picked by the mayor; suburban
Wayne County’s three members are
picked by suburban county commis-
sioners and confirmed by the full
board; and Macomb County’s two
members are picked by the county
board.

HOMER CASE
Late entry

the last year published a weekly paper
in Oak Park that is now defunct.

He has been chairman of SEMCOG
for the past two years. There is a tradi-
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SomersetMall @ Faulane Towne Center
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vertising agency which he owns, and in

The Gift that Grows.
Gleaming gold
bracelet with
add-on slides

What a delightful idea!
Create fresh excitement
every time you add 3 new
slide to this antique Styled -
bracelet. In 14 carat gold
with gemstones. An exclu-
sive Frederi\ck’s design from
our collection of unique and
personal gift jewelry.

Slides from $25

Fredrick
Jewelers

of BLOOMFIELD HILLS

869 West»ngg Lakimmd, just east of Telegraph ...646-0973

Stewart-Glenn Is proud to bring
;you Wiishire Place, a beautifully
styled group with a cherry finlsh,
hand subbed to bring out it's bril- :

lance.

Wilshire Place has a timeless
look that: has pleased Americans.
through the years and works as
well in a new house today as It did

in Colonial homes ot yesterday.

You must see this offering to be
able to appreciate its beauty. And |
best of all, look at the sale price §

and compare.

SAVE $178

SALE ENDS MAY 5

Dotible Dresser, Mirror, Chest, Chairback full or

{footboard not includsd, may be ordered at additional price) .

Not pictured

60 in. 8 drawer Triple Drésser,-Mirror, 6 drawer Chest on Chest, full or queen size headboard and fra.me.

| furniture, apparel, fabric — every item in the

qu'een size headboard and frame.

The Orthogonality
Tenth Anniversary
Storewide Sale.

Right now. you can have your pick of
the store at 204 savings.
kware, dinnerware, glassware,

store.

Names like Palaset, Marimekko, Heller,
Arabia, Cuisinart, Copco, Braun, littala,
Beylerian — all at 20% off.
had Allin all, this is the best sale we've ever

ad.

Join us in our celebration and take

gs. .

advantage of the savings.

330E. Liberty, Ann Arbor, 662-2600
135 5. Woodward, Birmingham, 642-1460
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tion, but no rule, of a two-year limit on

Come in and meet the factory representative

Let him show you the entire line of trend-setting
styles. Take your time and browse all you like.

Open Daily til 6 p.m. - Thursday til 9 p.m. - Saturday til 5:30

1S YOUR HOT WATER OR STEAM HEAT
KEEPING YOUFROM A
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING

SYSTEM?

Sound-suppressing. H
Draft-fras  Humidity
leducl . Senslbly :
Priced. SPACE PAK
cools fast and dehumi-

belior  removes as

DUNHAM-BUSH

For any Home, Regard-  Major Structured Work .
lees of Design or Con-  Avolded. Installation is
labricated

fiexible ~ ducts small

virtually free from mess, tra
dust "and househald Roson. Brestd .
enough to be pulled disaupton. . :

studs and around

foring even - absorbing
in homes heated efec- qualities that minimize
trically, wal noise.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL:
O.L.JOHNSON CO. INC.
893-8344
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A Dremiere
Trunk Shoting

by

OF SWITZERLAND

SHOES FOR MEN

|
|

MR. RICK MILES

This Showing s for You!
7{11(x'sday, Priday and Saturday
April 20, 27 and 28. 1070
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X CLOTHIER
[T LEe
31455 Southfield Rd. + Birmingham, Mich. 48009

Phone 645-5560 :

LPNRESON

Specially priced $699
Night stand $99

Specially priced $799.

e

Spring, summer,
all year round...always
elegantly relaxed. - |:
Bamboo with beige
windowpane or
brown-and-beige floral
print fabric. In stock
now, only at domicile.
Only $460.
And, of course: the solid brass
trunk that's a :
storage area ==
that's a cocktail :é‘\\
table. And that's |\ X
only $265. (Taller, 4
cube-shaped trunk .
aso.available.) At domicile.
Where else?

Quantities imited. Sale ends May 5.

domicile

In Birmingham, 808 S. Woodward, 6 blocks south of Maple. (313) 642-4260..
Open Mon, Thurs, Fri 10 am-9 pm. Tues, Wed, Sat 10 am-5:30 pm.




