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Federal Con Con risky,
Common Cause leader says

By SHERRY KAHAN

There is little movement in Michigan
toward calling a federal constltutional
convention, reported Alan Feuer, exec-
utive director of Michigan Common
Cause. a national citizen's action lobby.

“I doubt the state legistature would
try to pass it without considerable time
spent in hearings,” he added

Feuer, along with Common Cause
national presidént David Cohen, re-
cently was interviewed on state and na-
tional political issues at the Livonia
office of the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers

In Feuer’s opinion, the average resi-
dent of Michigan would Iike to hear ar-
guments on this much talked of conven-
tion which has been called for by 28
state legislatures for the purpose of
writing laws requiring a balanced fed
eral budget

"It ments that kind of considera-
uon,” he sard "Calling such a conven
tion 15 a.risky business. No one knows
how it will work. The last one we had
was In 1787, and it had a designated
scope There should be hearings and de-

COHEN POINTED OUT that the
convention might go beyond its original
purpose. “It would be a rcal constitu-
tional crisis if the courts had to inter-
vene 10 stop this,” he said.

He added: “Can you limit its scope”
Who would set the agenda® That is one
of the unresolved points. Former Sen
Sam Irvin says you can limit the sub-
Ject matter. Others say it can't be him-
ited. [f you can limut, what would be
the enforcement methods to do it *

Cohen insists the move toward this
convention should be done seriously

“Twenty-cight  state legislatures
have called for a convention.” he sd
“Research by Common Cause on the
first 21 petitions shows how seriously
tlawed the process has been

“We might have expected arderly de-
hberations with open hearings, public
discussion and recorded commitiee
votes. But, in fact, only six states is-
sued committee reports explaining the
proposed act. Only six states held pub
lic hearings In two states no commit-
tee even considered the petition before
the legislature raced the passage
through

Commaon Cause does not plan to take

Cohen has made concrete sugges-
tions about steps Congress could take
to reduce the amount of red ik in the
national linancial ledger.

CONG SHOULD follow the
lead of the states and pass sunset legis
lation.” he declared. “This calls for ter-
munation or modification of programs
that have proved ineffective or out
lived their usefulness Thirty states
have epacted sunset legusliation ™

Michigan has sunset logislition i the
hopper but not yet passed Feuer re
terred o 1t as Tegastation be.
cause ds lack of a teemmation date
disqualifies 1t as a real sunset hill

Cahen behov es should follow
the fead of Congress and pass Jegisl,
ton reforming thew el service sys.
tems 1o make them more responsive to
the citizens they are supposed 1o serve

“Cangress should consider carefully
the pros and cons of writing veonomic
theories into the constitution,” Cohen
concluded. “It should not rush into
Judgment. The states should do the
same before calling for a constitutional
canvention
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is April through July

Since 1950, the 410 tornadoes in the
state have claimed 227 lives

Michigan has the nation’s third-high-
est average number of tornado deaths
each year.

A tornado is a funnel cloud with vio-
lent rotating winds of up to 300 mules
an hour. They have an average hfe
span ol 10 minutes and travel about

" five miles

When conditions are favorable for
tornado activity, a tornado watch is is-
sued by the National Weather service
When a tunnel cloud has been spatted, u
tornado warning is 1ssued

Tornadoes can oceur anytime of the
day or night But most tornadoes ocenr
fron April through July, forming in the
late atternoon and evening hours

BOTH COHEN and Feuer beleve
that legislators should pa
the feehings underlying the c:
constitutional convention instead of ex
pecting such 3 convention to answer
thewr finantial concerns

Feuer sad the masn impetus behind
the convention effort as “an ineredible
amount of waste 10 a host of federal
progeams, fraud, bribery scandals and
w non-canng atitade on the part of
some Bureauerats on how taxpayers’
money shoubd be spent

“There as a dotof public anger aboul
how our money s used,” he udded
Congress seems o have a deg
ahout what the tea
resabutions arean early watmng signal
tn Cangress (o pay allention th waste
il apeitding praciice,

Brooks Patterson is urging pressure on
Congress to pass an amendment to the
LS. Constitution to require a balanced
budget

Patterson, who last year sought the
Republican nomination for the US.
Senate, told the Rochester Elks Club
recently anly citizen pressure  will
make Congre
process. Once
amendment would have to be
by threefourths of the stiate Legisks-
tures

Patterson blistered federal spending
From 1780 tw 1930, the federa) govern
ment was run an 12 percent of the
gross natlonsl product; from 1930 te
1070, on A4 pereent, and 1 13 heading to
the 30 percent mark by 1905

“One ol of every sl peeaons works
for the government,” Patteraon xind
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