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Row, row, row, go the OLSM crewmen

By CJ.RISAK

Suppose, just suppose, you had to go
to work very early one morning, say,
about 5:30. It’s early spring, and a mist
hangs over the land, as often happens
before the sunrise.

You're driving along, alone on the

Mary campus. Sud-
denly, you hear a shout from some-
where near your car. Then another, and
another, loud but in a rhythmic pattern.

You glance to you're right and to
your left, your curiousity aroused.
Nothing can be seen through the mist,
even though it is now gradually clear-
ing. What could that noise be, you won-
der out loud to yourself.

Then, you look in a direction you
hadn't considered before — out over
the river. And there is the source of the
puzzling noise, eight high school boys
rowing in a boat, with a smaller lad

greatest unliklihood of that fable is
that someone might be driving by on
:helr way to work at such an early
our,

For if they were, they might see the
only rowing team in this area practie.
ing at one of the only times they are
able to. -

Orchard Lake St. Mary adopted crew
as a sport three years ago. When they
did, they got the most experienced row-
ing coach in the state to handle the
team — Judd Ross.

ROSS' CAREER DATES back to
1938, when, in his own words, “I first
brought high school rowing to Michi
gan.” The sport hasn't exactly caught
on like wildfire throughout the state.

" About nine other schools in the Detroit

area offer crew.

But that hasn't dampened Ross’ spir-
its or his feelings for the sport. He first
at coached Grosse Pointe High, from

yelling at them througha
Not likely to happen, you say? The

where he to Salesian,
DeLaSalle, and St. Anthony.

His efforts are not limlted to coach-
ing crew on the high schoo} level.

“I really want to start an independ-
ent clob in this area,” Ross said, “This
(St. Mary campus) is such an ideal
place. It's very possible that some na.
m events could be held here in the

ruture”

Selling his sport hasn't been easy, as
few schools can afford to adopt it in
these money-tight days. It has taken its
toll on Ross.

“I've been begging, ploneering, bor-

rowing and stealing for so long (to belp

this sport),” Ross said. “Now F'd like to

form some sort of a committee to belp

get 2 club going. St. Mary’s already

su:ld l’l,lalr facilities would be available
s/

Ros3 confesses he doesn't know what * 4

the attraction of the sport is. Rowers
are up at five in the morning for a 60-
minute workout, then get in another
bour-long session in the evening. It is
only during those times that the water
is smooth enough to allow a workout.
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North downs GC East
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North’s Mark Biehl psyches himself before burling the discus.

North Farmington’s trackmen
dodged the raindrops last Thursday and
came away wet but happy with a 6740
victory over Garden City East in a
Northwest Suburban League meet in
Garden City.

“Put it this way: we swam away,”
joked Ed Davis, North’s assistant
coach. “In our league, the dual meets
are half the championship. We have a
real tight schedule, and we'd have a
hard time rescheduling this meet "

North's Mike Miller won the 100-
yard dash in :10.5, and teammate Mark
Bieht won the discus throw at 127-0.
Paul Welch won the mile run in 4:49.0,
and Jeff Temple won the half mile in
2:10.0. East's Matt Stempel won the
pole vault at 10-0,

Earlier last week, North Farmington
topped Westland John Glenn, 6765, in
another NSL meet on North's new
meter track,

Welch won two events, the 1,600~
meter run (4:30.) and the 3,200-meter
run (9:51.0). Bieh! won the discus (105-
0), and Bob Morden took the pole vautt

{13-0).

Glenn's Brad Jennings won the high
jump (6-2) and the 110-meter hurdles
(:16.1). Teammate John Hooflem won
the long jump (19-8) and the 400-meter
dash (:52.9).

In another meet last week, Farming-
ton Harrison bested Southfield High,
68-64, in a non-league meet at Harri-
son.

Harrison had double winners in Bilt
Shankle and Ken Kopko, Shankle won
the discus (135-2) and the shot put
{44%). Kopko, a sophomore, won the
100-yard dash (:10.7) and the 440-yard
dash (:53.5). Johna Engholm won the
mile run (4:35.0), Peter Lundberg won
the 880-yard run (2:07.0), John Ander-

" son won the two-mile run (10:04) and
Sterling Herrman won the 120-yard
high hurdles (:17.1).

The Farmington High-Milford Lake-
land track meet was one of the many
vietims of last Thursday’s rain storm.
The meet has been rescheduled for
Monday May 14.

Fa.lcohu softballers win 1st

By TOM BAER

Farmington High softball coach
Vestus Spindler knows he has a pitch-
ing ace in junior Betsy VanDeusen,

VanDeusen scattered five hits,
struck out 10 and walked nine last
week to lead Farmington past non-
league Southfield-Lathrup, 10-4. The
victory left Farmington with a 1-1
record this spring.

“Betsy was sharp — much improved
over last year,” Spindler said after the
game. “Those nine walks don’t look
good on paper, but some of the walks
came on questionable calls. She was in
the strike zone most of the time.”

Farmington, which bad eight hits in
the game, scored six runs in the fifth
inning. Leadoff hitter Michelle Thor-

stad had three hits and scored three .

runs. Denise Goyette and Kay Deeg
each walked twice with the bases load-
ed, producing a total of four runs,

Farmington plays next on Monday
(April 30) at home against Pontiac
-Northern. The Inter Lakes League
game begins at 4 pm.

Lakers

West Bloomfield's boys’ and girls’
track teams traveled to Waterford
Kettering last Tuesday and — thanks
to some cooperation from Mother Na-
ture — managed fo get in their first
dual meet of the season, as,the Lakers
thrashed Kettering, 98%-33% In the
boys' meet, and 78-45 in the girls".

It wasn't much of a contest for the

Laker males, as they claimed first
place in 12 of the 15 events, Jeff Cox
and Rex

tzekam each won two Indi--

vidual events, with Cox also taking
part in a winning relay.

The Laker girls had little more trou-
ble, winning nine of the 15 events. Vivi-
an MacKenzie and Monique™ Ozim-

. kowski each won two individual events
« and ran a leg of a winning relay.
)

.n

Lori Webb, a senior righlhan(er,
pitched a four-hitter last week to pace
Farmington Harrison's 8-3 victory over
Northville High in Western Six League
softball. Webb struck out three and
walked two. .

Kathy Corbett paced Harrison's 10-
hit attack with a sixth-inning triple
which drove in two runs. Debbie
Goodwin knocked in three runs with a
bases-loaded double in the fifth, Webb
2and Sharon Agar each drove in a run.

Harrison plays next on Monday
(April 30) at home against Plymouth
Canton, 2 Western Six League oppo-
nent,

WEST BLOOMFIELD 17
WALLED LK. CENTRAL 8

Sandy DeSilvio drove in two runs
with a homer and two doubles to pace
West Bloomfield's 17-8 softball victory
over Walled Lake Central last week in
the season opemer for coach Bill
Mason’s Lakers.

West Bloomfield, which pounded out
13 hits, got strong performances from
Stephanie Smith (triple, single, two
RBIS), Jeanne Freed (two hits and two

RBIs), and Cindy Spehn (two singles,
four RBIs). Winning pitcher Lynn
Gerber worked the entire game, fann-
ing ore, walking two and allowing 10
hits.

West Bloomfield confronts Water-
ford Kettering on Monday at 4 p.m.

JOHN GLENN 21
NORTH FARMINGTON 4

Westland John Glenn battered North
Farmington, 21-4, last week, but Raid-
er coach Dave Finney isn't discour-
aged. -

‘Defensively, our girls did well when
they had a chance to make a play,” sald
Finney, whose 1978 Raiders won only
two games in 15 starts. “We're going to
be much better in the field this season.”

Losing pitcher Sandy Stampf allowed
only four hits, but had contro! trouble
and walked 19 batters. Terri Christian
had two hits and drove in a run for
North Farmington.

On Tuesday (May 1), North Farming-
ton hosts Redford Thurston for a
Northwest Suburban League contest at
4pm.

outrun Kettering

Both teams are now 1-0 on the sea-

son.
Cox was the victor in the 100 and 220
yard dashes, with times of 102 and
228, Fitzekam ran the one and two
mile events, winning the first in 4:38.0
and the second in 10:07.6,
- Other first place finishers for the
Laker boys were Rick Wilson In the
o 0,1 B
iyone In the 120-yard les
(15.8) Mark -Stinchcomb in the pole
vault 11 feet; Rlcakdl;ﬁck!ey in teh 440-
yard run (53.6) in the
yard low hurdles (}fg)‘; and Greg
Schroeder in the 880-yard run (2:01.5).'
Cox with Gary Schroeder,
Jim Biter, and Kevin Chudler for a
win in the 440-yard relay (45.3), while
both Greg and Gary Schroeder, along
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with Bitner and Long, took the mile re-
lay (3:35.6).

For the girls, Ozimkowskl wes victo-
rions in both the 110 and 220 hurdle
events (16.2 and 26.1), while Macken-
zle’s wins came in the 100 and 220 yard
dashes(11.1 and 26.1),

Jeannle Mayone won the shotpat for
West Bloomfleld (32 feet, nine inches),
while Barbara Allen took the 880-yard
run (2:32.8) and Cindy Poly won the two
mile run (12.53.1). .

Th

squads .'rl.l.l entertain
Milford's teams on May 1.

o
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IN ADDITION TO two workouts a
day, rowers must stay in condition
year-round, working out with weights
and running during the offseason,

“Rowing really catches on once peo-
le get behind it. It’s a year-round con-
ditioning program. There i3 no star on
a team — they’re as good as the weak-
est man.”

‘While crew might be a new sport to
this area, it's big in places downriver,
like Trenton and Wyandotte, And, ac-

rding to Ross, at schools in Canada,
as many as 400 kids go out for rowing.

St. Mary isn't in the downriver
schools’ class as of yet. But they are
coming along.

“Most of this year’s team is green,”
Ross said. “We lost a good senior boat
{from last year) and only have four
with experience. But we have a lot of
freshman who will gain some experi-
ence this ysar.”

There are 23 members of the St.
Mary team, two of which are coxswain,

the men in the rear of the boat who yell
out the instructions. .

“They are almest midget-sized,”
Ross said about the coxswain, “But
they have to be bossy and loud. This
gives the smaller boys a chance to do
something athleticaliy.”

There is no varsity schedule for St.
Mary’s crew team, although they face
crews from both the state and Canada,
On Wednesday, the Eaglets took part in
the Hebda Memorial Regatta, in Wyan-
dotte, in which all the local teamns took

art.

P

“I tell the boys, ‘Mileage makes
champions,’ so they get in as much as
possible in each workout.

“But, you know, it takes more than
strength to be a winner in rowing. All
members of the crew have to be pulling
in unison. I always say they have to be
big and strong from the neck up, too.”

Crew will never challenge football or
basketball as the most popular high
school sport. But for a bunch of boys at
St. Mary, it's the only sport.

Outlast RU, 6-5

By CJ.RISAK

Chuck Cislo provided the winning
hit — a single which scored team-
mate Jim Romano from second
base — a5 Farmington High outlast-
ed Redford Union, 6-5, in nine inn-
ings last Wednesday in a non-league
baseball game at RU. The victory
put Farmington at 1-1.

Bob Collins, a senior shortstop,
was another batting star for Farm-
ington, going four for four (three
singles and a double) and driving in
:rea runs. Farmington had nine

ts.

Greg Kuhnlein, 2 senior righthan-
der, replaced starter Larry Mendel-
son in the first inning and pitched
the rest of the game to pick up the
victory. Kuhnlein yielded four hits,
fanned seven and walked two.

“Greg has-a real good overhand.
curve, which drops,” said Farming-
ton coach Harry Swystun. “He also
has good contro), walking only’two
batters in the nine innings.

“I'm pleased with the way we're
playing now,” Swystun said. “Our
defense is sound — we've made only
three errors so far. If we can get the
bats going, we'll be fine.” -

Farmington travels to Pontiac
Nerthern for an Inter Lakes League

game on Monday (April 30) at 4 p.m.

NORTH FARMINGTON 9
JOHN GLENN 1

. North Farmington won its fourth-
straight game last week with 2 9.1
victory over Westland John Glenn in
the Northwest Suburban League.

Senior Ron Fredericks was the
winning pitcher, working 5% inn-
ings, striking out three and walking
one and giving up six hits. Mike
‘Thompson pitched the rest of the
gamt

e.

North, which had 10 hits, was led

by Rich Nutter (two singles and two
RBIS), Rex Baxter (two singles, two
RBIs) and Tom Jeffery (one single,
two RBIs). -
" On Tuesday (May 1), North Farm-
ington continues NSL competition
with a $:30 p.m. game at Redford
Thurston.

WEST BLOOMFIELD 11
WALLED LAKE CENTRAL 1

Dave Long pitched and batted
West Bloomfield to an 11-1 victory '
over Walled Lake Central last week
in a non-league baseball game on
West Bloomfield's diamond.

Long, a senior, was the winning

Farmington wins in 9

pitcher, going the full seven innings,
giving up nine hits and striking out
nine. Long also slugged a three-run
fhomer ir the first inning, when West
Bloomfield scored five runs.

Bob Fascetti had three hits in four
trips and drove in two runs for West
Bloomfield. Teammates Dave Ward
and Jim Arnold each went two for
four, and Arnold stole two bases.

West Bloomfield plays next on
Monday (April 30) at home against
Clarkston High. Game time is 4 p.m.

O.L.ST. MARY 3
MT. CARMEL 2

Brian Jatczak's squeeze bunt
scored Dave Kay in the sixth inning
to boost Orchard Lake St. Mary past
Wyandotte Mt. Carmel, 3-2, in ..
Cathalic League West Division base-
ball game last week. OLSM is 4-1
overall and 2-1 in the league.

Winuing pitcher Nua Vucinaj, 2
senior righthander, pitched a five-
hitter to Lift his season record to 3-0,
He struck out seven and walked
three. Both Mt. Carmel runs were
unearned.

OLSM entertains Ann Arbor Gab-
rial Richard on Tuesday. (May1)at4 -
pam.

I

“Superfan” Ron Cameron
a chance to prove it.

about sports

Telephone Ron “on the air” any riight,
‘Monday through Saturday, from 6 to 8
PM and “tell it like it is” The sports
fans' point-of-view is what his show
is all about. Special guests from the
world of sports are on hand to give
you a real “inside look” at your favor-
ite sport. Athletes, coaches, umpires,
owners and other sports guests:give
you, the fan, achance toget the “straight
skinny.” You'll hear sports facts and
opinions that you can't get anywhere
else. Listen to WXYZ TalkRadio. . . for
areal live change.

sportstallk:

WXYZ RADIO 1270 .

it

gives you

~




