Beverly Papai, who made the Library for the Blind and the Handi-

capped a model for the nation, confides that she would one day like to

work for The Library of Congress.

s

The library cart that comes to the Gathering Place every week was
the first regularly scheduled event launched for the now on-going sen-
ior citizens program of activities, During one of her visits, Beverly”

Mary Conlin, a member of Qur Lady of
Mercy High School’s Mercyaires, practices
& with the select group of singers and dancers

& for their appearance in Tel-12 Mall during
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~ Creator of a model library
_ . bids farewell on a happy note

By LORAINE McCLISH

During the next two weeks a mass
communications campaign will be

" launched in Qakland and Wayne Coun-

ties to spread the word about the Li-
brary for the Blind and Handicapped,
housed in Farmington Hills Community
Library.

“Radio, TV, the press, doctors,
churches, hospitals will all be hit with
information on what we have here,”
said Beverly Daffron Papai, who built
the collection of 13,000 volumes and a

30t

host of reading aids from scrateh.

“It is a nice way {o leave a job,” she
said, "knowing how many people that
campaign is going to redch.”

Mrs, Papai, who will join her hus-
band in Indiana this month, said the li-
brary now serves about 1,000 patrons.

“But statistics tell us that 8.7 perent
of Detroit metropolitan area residents
are eligible for talking books, and we
want our resources known to those
35,000, she said.

“Our library bas been monitored by
the Library of Congress and has been
cited as being a model in the country.”

Papai is flanked by Suzan Carsons, on her left, and on her right, Mary

Gamachi, Leola Rummel and Alberta Mannix.
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that goes beyond the shelves of orange
casettes which line the walls in the 12
Mile Road building's downstairs level.

One spot that attracts is a collection
of sculpture, given to the blind by
Farmington area Jaycees.

One corner is occupied by an electric
Ppage turner, a gift from the Farming-
tou Lions Club.

A high-speed casette duplicator spins
out best sellers, so the blind and the
sighted are both reading the same best
sellers at the same time.

Books in Braille and large print and
electronic reading aids that bring
newspaper print up to 60 times its size,

‘are all part of the collection that Mrs.
Papai has accumulated since she took
on her job in 1975.

Her efforts won her the “Young Li-
brarian of the Year” award.

“That was an honor, of course,” she
said, “but I think the award also hon-
ored the fact that libraries are not con-
fined to four walls and our services BO
outside of the physical building.”

en patrons can’t come to the
‘library, Mrs. Papai and ber staff bring
the library to three nursing homes, two
apartment complexes, the Botsford
Hospital, and the housebound. She is
also a regular visitor, with a cart of

Childbirth education
classes start May 7

Prenatal instruction in fetal develop-
ment, nutrition, signs and symptoms of
i g labor, and istics of
the newborn, is being offered in a sev-
en-week program sponsored by Plym-
outh Childbirth Education Association.

The classes, conducted by Annelle
Hill, are available to expectant parents
in this area beginning at 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, May 7, in Mercy Center.

Relaxation and breathing exercises
are included in the classes, which also

Blaorr eyesy;
‘Tuesday morning.

MRS. PAPAI may well have
received “The Young Librarian of the
Year” award for a couple of other rea-
sons,

, Her library is the only one in the
state that has a summer reading pro-
gram for blind and handicapped young-
sters, running as close as possible to
their sighted counterparts' program.

She is also the only librarian in the
state who prints a’ newsletter for her
patrons published in large print, in

Braille, and on casette. | i
She says she gets heli,!t#&rily .
{rom Nardin Park Braille Tran- .

seribers, and more recently, the De-
troit Story Leajue, who are dramatiz-
ing stories on casettes. >

She also has some 60 volunteers, peo-
ple she can call on for typing in large
print or providing transportatigp,.

The Troy Jayceés and Jjcettes
have furnished juvenille mats Lif
erature on consumer proucd@.aizd
are now working on history
the Library for the Blind and ¥

¢
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capped.

Mrs. Papai had already com,
study in gerantology when she r
her masters degree in library scic
from Wayne State University.

W

feature the stages of labor and deliv- *
ery, hospital admission procedures and
breast feeding.

The course begins with a free orien-
tation session for couples. The best
time to attend is during the fifth to sev-
enth month of pregnancy.

The program will be offered again
July 9 to Aug. 20 in Mercy Center. .
Registrations may be sent to the
Program Department, Mercy Center,
28600 11 Mile Rd., Farmington Hilis,

48018.

"Avanti”

It Has Finall

v

Eystem.

The Avanti Wall System, featured hi
individual parts, allowing complete flexi
desk units, open or closed book cases, r

sections 16 %4 deep.

National Music Week. Coniplele story with
schedule of events is on Page 10B. (Staff pho-

to by Harry Mauthe.)

West Bloomfield

3325 Orchard Lake Road
Keego Harbor, M! 48033
626-0031

Store Hours: Men., Thrus., Fri. 10:00-9:00. Tues., Sat..10:00-5:30. Sunday 12:00-5:00. Closed Wednésday,

.

March WAS Wall System Month, but
pensdtion, we've extended our introductory

This high quality wall system offers the solution to
priced at 20% off. Look for other Red Tagged

the Avanti didn't arrive until April. As com-
special on this high quality Designer Wall

can be ordered as a complete wall unit, or
ity in design and function. There are glass doors,
X ecord dividers, and lighted panels to choose from.
Either a dull polomin plastic lacquer; in white, brown, or black, or a veneer of Mahogany or
Beech is available. The Avanti comes in four different heights: 86", 70", 48", 25 %", with all
all your individual needs. The Avanti is
Specials throughout our stores.

brasch interiors, inc.
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Troy

1061 E. Long Lake Road
. Troy, MI 48098
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