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begins despite

housing

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Despite some residents’ objections,
the Farmington Hills City Council has
approved the study of zoning changes
to accommodate a proposed senior citi-
2zen and low income housing project.

For the second consecutive week,
residents living in the southwest sec-
tion came to protest the plan which, if
approved, would allow the project to be
built on the northwest corner of Drake
and Freedom roads.

In a 5-2 vete, council approved a res-
olution to allow the city’s planning
commission to study rezoning the 11-
acres for senior citizen housing use
(RCE and RCE-1).

Voting against those two zoning des-
ignations were council members Joe
Alkateeb and Joanne Soronen.

Mrs. Soronen and Alkateeb did join
in support of a motion to.allow the
planning commission to study multiple
low rise (RC) for that acreage.

Under RCE, senior citizen housing up
to 30 feet high could be built. The RCE-
1 stipulation allows structures up to 60
feet high.

Although the motion was on the zon-
ing study, comments from residents at-
tending the session revolved around the
same subject on resident’s minds since
the project was proposed — mid-rise
senlor citizen housing combined with
low-income housing.

Presently, the land is zoned for use
as an ice skating rink.

Protesting residents repeated argu-
ments from the week before, saying
that although they senior cit-

foes

: Farmington Hills, a single-story senior
13

citizen complex built a number of
years ago and financed through HUD.

“Property values around that area
haven't decreased. They've increased
just as much as the rest of the city,” he
said.

But one resident said comparing
Baptist Manor to the proposed project
was like comparing apples to oranges.

“This project would be a mid-rise,”
satd the resident. “This won't be funded
under the same laws as when Baptist
Manor was constructed.”

Although Councilwoman Soronen
voted against zoning studies for PCE
and RCE-1, she did support the concept
of the present plan for MSHDA-fi-
nanced housing.

“I don't jump up and down over the
height er the low income,”.she said.
“But it boils down to (the fact) that
there is no other way to get senior citi-
zen housing.”

Councilmember Joanne Smith said
that if voters approved one mill to
finance and subsidize the housing
through city funds it would be a 40 year
obligation.

She said that school districts around
the metropolitan area had often reject-
ed millages after a time, leaving
schools without desired funds.

“We risk having a white elephant on
our hands,” she said.

Residents countered with examples

of HUD housing which had become *

“white elephants” after HUD discontin-
ued funding the projects. One such ex-
ample .is a senior citizen' complex in
Taylor.
Federal money, they said, was just
iable as local millage.

- izen housing, they were opposed to the

location, height, low income units and
the zoning change.

Their main objection to changing the
zoning to RCE or RCE-1 is that a No-
vember advisory ballot

as
Mrs. Smith said that MSHDA proj-
ects in the metropolitan area had a
good track record.
Mrs. Julieann Hovenasian, presidnet
of the Freedom, Beechwood, Gill

question will ask Fa!‘*mington Hills res-
idents for their views of those designa-
tions. .

The city already has approved a sen-
ior citizen housing project, on Orchard
Lake between 13 and 14 Mile Roads, to
be constructed under RCE-1.

Other residents requested that a city-
financed proposal be put on the ballot
for voter approval. But council unani-
mously rejected that suggestion as
inappropriate, saying it doubted that
residents would ever approve in-
creased local millage. !

The present plan calls for construc-
tion of the project, financed with bonds
sold through the Michigan State Hous-
ing Development Authority (MSHDA).
Rent subsidies would come through
HUD.

Earlier in the yéar, council rejected
2 plan for seli-financing after studies
revealed rents would be too high to ac-
commodate most senior citizens.

Objection to state and federal aid for
the projects are the stipulations which

~Tequire low-income housing, according
to residents.

“The facts indicate that we can't af-
‘ford it (senior citizen housing) unless
-we get a subsidy,” said Councilman Joe
Alkateeb,

Mayor Earl Opperthauser said the
idea. that property values surrounding
a subsidized project would decrease is
untrue. He cited the Baptist Manor in

the group op-
posing the project, asked that further
study be made of alternative financing
for senior citizen housing.

Her group has formed a committee
which, she said, is willing to work with
the city to find a solution.

But Aldo Vagnozzi, Commission on
Aging spokesman, countered that argu-
ment and said that senior housing had
been studied for a number of years by
residents. :

“The Commisison on Aging is a citi-
zen committee. We have discussed all
of the proposals. We have come to the
conclusion that this is the best one,” he
said in defense of the yet-lo-be-ap-
proved MSHDA plan.

Vagnozzi said he resented the fact
that protesting , residents wanted to
vote on senior citizen projects when all
other housing projects in the city were
approved by city council.

“Every meeting there are rezonings.
And 85 percent of persons moving into
those projects are from outside our
community. If we put this (MSHDA)
plan up for a vote, then let’s put every
housing rezoning up for a vote,” he

Vagnozzi said that a different crite-
ria was being used for senior citizens
than for other residents, He also noted
that a project proposed by the Nardin-
neers, a church group, had been op-
posed by residents, It was to be a two-
story project. N
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4. schools pass asbestos test;
No health threat, officials say

Celling samples from four Farming-
ton public schools passed Michigan De-
partment of Public Health testing for
cancer-causing loose asbestos fibers.

North Farmington High School,
Middlebelt Elementary School, Ten

Mile Community School and Farming-
ton High School received clean bills of
health, according to Farmington School
Superintendent Lewis Schulman.

Not all of the public schools in Farm-
ington will have ceiling samples ana-

Scherrer faces
court on fraud

By MARY GNIEWEK

A pre-trial examination will be held
in Farmington's 47th District Court
this morning for Farmington Hills at-
torney P. Scott Scherrer, charged
March 29 with four counts of embezzle-
ment.

The pre-trial will determine whether
the young attorney will be bound over
for trial on those charges to Oakland

- Hills looks at lawn signs

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Farmington Hills residents could
“have a new sign in their lives if city
council gives final approval to a new
political sign ordinance.,
In a 4-3 vote, the ceuncil introduced
- an ordinance which would allow post-
-ing of political signs on residential
. lawns, Presently, political supporters
are allowed posting signs only in their
- windows. . .. .
* Voting in favor of the change were
Mayor Earl Opj wser, - eouncil-
members Keith Deacon, Cathy Jones,

" and Joanne Smith. Opposing the

ordi-

*. nance were coutcilmembers Joe Alka-
teeb, Jan Dolan and Joanne Soronen.

' Mirs. Soronen doubted that posting of

¢ political signs would increase political

participation in elections.

“It would be ample for-us to put up
signs notifying where polling places
were," she said.

But Mrs. Jones said the present ordi-
nance was unenforceable.

“I feel our present sign ordinance is
unenforceable,” said Mrs, Jones.

She was backed up by Opperthauser
who said the proposed ordinance had
enough teeth in it to ensure that signs
‘were cleaned up after elections.

Under the proposal, residents would

"be required to remove signs two days
after an election.

“Our sign ordinance is too restric-
tive. If it was legally attacked than we
wouldn't have any -¢ontrol at all,” he
said.

Mrs, Smith concurred. -
“The reason for the ordinance is to
enforce rules. After all, we allow real

]

- ple excited enou,

estate signs on lawns. For whom we
vote is just as important,” she said.

“T think I can trust people enough
who put a sign in front lawn to take
them down,” she concluded.

Alkateeb said that it would be nearly
impossible to enforce 'sun!} an ordi-
nance.

““Our zoning department is overload-

- ed with work. Elections should be de-

cided on the issues. If we can't get peo-
igh through the issues
than that's just too bad,” he said.

But zoning officer Hal Rowe sald he
didn't anticipate any increase in work-
load if the ordinance was approved.

7 “We are still faced With signs being
plastered around on utility poles after
the election.” L

The eity, he said; would be forced to
take down those type of signs with or
without the proposed ordinance.

County Circuit Court.

Scherrer, 30, is being held in the Oak-
land County jail since last Friday,:
when he was unable to post slﬂﬂ.ﬂnﬁ
bond. He was arraigned Friday befqre
District Judge Michael Hand on 40

lyzed, according to Schulman. Building
administrators have been directed to
look for flaking and loose insulation.
Suspect insulation will be analyzed.
Tnhaling asbestos particles has been
linked to lung cancer, recently. From
the early '50’s to the early '70's, asbes-
tos was used in i a fire

gerous situation, according to Vander-
Kolk.

At the beginning of 1979, a letter
signed by Dr. Maurice Reizen, director
of the Department of Public Health,
and Dr. John Porter, state superintend-
ent of schools, was sent to Michigan's

school

retardant material, said Alvin Vander-
Kolk, division chief of the Technical
Supporting-Services of the Bureau of

and
Health of the Michigan Department of

- Public Health in Lansing.

“There are a limited number of
buildings which have it,” he said. “It's,
not. every school building in the state
which faces potential asbestos
problems.” .

Asbestos was found to be a hazard 40
years ago but it is only recently that
the low exposure levels and cancer
have been linked, according to John
MeGuire, midwest administrator for
the US. i

more warrants related to e
land and bond deals. i

He also faces trial on six cousfis-of
printing false bonds and taking money
under false pretenses.

Scherrer, who was declared ban-
krupt after the massive police probe
into his business activities began last
February, will be represented today in
court by attorney Michael Schloff.

He requested and was granted a
court appointed attorney to represent
him on the 40 warrants issued last
week. Scherrer will be repiesented by
Birmingham attorney Joseph Hardig
on those charges.

According to Farmingtoa Hills Po-
lice Detective John Hedrick, five inves-
tors are involved in the land fraud
(embezzlement) prosecition.

The chief investor is Dr. J. David
Ausum, a Livonia dermatologist who
allegedly paid Scherrer $152,000 in
1978 for two parcels of Jand in Farm-
ington Hills. That includes acreage in
the I-75, Nine Mile area and another
piece of property at Twelve Mile and
Farmington that houses a church.

Ausum said he was introduced ¢

Scherrer by some friends who knew the

- attorney. He said the deals were in-

complete and Scherrer was holding the
money, - -

“I gave him a couple of checks,” Au-
sum recalled. “I'm sure there’s a big
pile of money somewhere. I think
there’s a good chance it will be recov-
ered.”

Ausum Is scheduled to testify at the
pre-trial exam.

Agency.

LOOSE PARTICLES of the material
are easily inhaled and were found to be
dangerous,

In 1977-78, the Department of Public
Health conducted a pilot study of about
200 schools in the state, checking for
the level of asbestos exposures. Al-
though officials admit that the asbestos
is present in the schools they don’t con-

.sider their findings to indicate a dan-

/
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It discussed the potential hazard of
flaking asbestos and asked the superin-
tendents to volunteer particles of class-
room ceilings for analysis.

The volunteer program has yielded
evidence of asbestos in the state’s 200
schoo? districts, according to Vander-
Kolk.

Intact, covered asbestos doesn’t pose
ahealth problem, he added,,

“It's not airborn. It doesn't hurt
anyone,” he said.

Sprayed on ashestos insulation and
hanging clumps cause cancer by
spreading the fibers in the air,

REMOVING ASBESTOS from ceil-
ings poses new problems, added Van-
derRolk. Asbestos.removal is the sub-
ject of a newsletter which will be
mailed to the state's school superinten-
dents in the next few weeks,

The use of spray-on asbestos was
banned in 1973 and handling of the fi-
ber is governed by regulations from the

" Enviromental Protection Agency and

the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration.

DON'T
OVERLOOK
us

When you're selling, or buying, a
used car, don't overlook the clas-

~ sified pages of your hometown

newspaper. Mr. M. Rycus told us

he got an *overwhelming
vesponse” to his ad and sold a
1976 Buick in just one day. You
can do it too. Just call us direct.

644-1070




