i A recent weekend dinner discussion with a state
i legislator friend brought to the fore a problem’
i which will have effects on Michi

} financial future.

. _The discussion — what will be the reprecussions
‘of the jal and much misund d
: Headlee tax limitation amendment?

After a half-hour of solid disagreement, we did
: find one point of concord. The Headlee amendment

» has been so muddied in the voters' minds that in

: 1980 even harsher measures are sure to be fostered
« by various groups. ”

+  And that, we agreed, is dangerous for local gov-
; ernmental units which would suffer the most under

o Tisch-type tax cut amendments.

: We concluded that the tax rebellion saga in Mich-
1 iganis yet to see another chapter written.

Whether that chapter is the conclusion or just an-
i other story in the long tale of discontent will be
+ better perceived come the 1980 electoral season.

The outcome, ultimately, will be determined by
E the voters and their reaction to the Headlee amend-
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Area too rich
for Olympics?

Now that Detroit has been chosen as the site for
the Republican national convention and the Nation-
al Football League has awarded the 1982 Super
Bowl game to the Silverdome in Pontiac, The
Stroller has been wondering why metropolitan De-
troit has been given the cold shoulder when bidding
for the sumnier Olympic Games.

For mere than four decades, Detroit has sent
representatives to the world-wide convention. They
have been armed with all sorts of plans and had the
backing not only of the City of Detroit but all of the
major industries. Yet, they always came hom
empty-handed. .

Why?

The Stroller has been puzzled by this question
every time it happens. But he finally has received
the answer.

Strange as it may seem and as ridiculous as it is,
the answer lies in the fact that the vote was not
always against Detroit — but against giving the
games to the United States.

This is the word from Doug Roby, one of Ameris
ca's representives on the International Olympic
Committe and the head of the American Olympic
Committee,

THE STROLLER had the privilege of sitting
next to Roby the other evening when he was induct-
ed into the Michigan Amateur Sports Hall of Fame
and put the question to him: Why has Detroit always
been turned down? .

“You'd be surprised,” he answered, “but it is the
fecling of the international body that America al-
ready has too much.

“The international body fdels that the games,
which are a real honanza, should go to country that
needs thal kind of help to cope with its economic
problems,

“We have tried everything, but it has been of no
. We.did come close once several years ago when
the games were awarded to Mexico, We lost out by
one vot

In his pursuit of the Ganes, Roby has traveled (o
such far off places as Helsinki, Melbourne, Rome,
‘Tokyo, London, Munich and even to Sonth Amerien,
But the answer always is the same,

It seems to the philosophy of the International
Commitice that Detroit — or Amerien — has
enough of the worldly goods alrendy aml imore good
could he done by awarding the big sports speetucle
to one of the smaller countries,” Roby went o
“And 1doubt if that thinking ever will change.”

u

THE LATE FRED MATTHEE spent a fortune of
his own money and traveled arowud the world seek-
ing the games as a companion of Roby. But his best
pleadings n vain, .

As he recalled his futite efforty, Roby was foreed
to smile nnd confided that things would be o lot
different around here if Detroit ever had been
awarded the games.

Among {he plans he offered tn hlg bid was (he
huilding of a huge, modern stadium on the State
Fair Grounds in which the track and flell events
conld ba held,

THe also had plans (or some major housing in the
vicinity of what is now Wayae State Universily.
This project would have hait a great carry-over
value In the rehabllilation of the inner eity,

“Just think,” Rehy said, “if that stadium had been
huilf on the Stale Fair Crounds, there would huve
heen no need for the Silverdome, aml all of owe
sparta teama il would he playing instde the eity
limits"
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editorial opinion

If Headlee fails, worse could

ment. Early reactions indicate that 1980 will be just
another chapter in a long and painul battle.

In short, Tisch, and those of like mind, still are
alive politically. .

THE PROBLEM is the misconception among
property owners of what Headlee would do for
them,

Presently, the state legislature is battling over its
interpretation of the controversial amendment.
Whatever the outcome of those bills, the miscon-
ceptions will remain among the taxpayers. X

Streetcorner talk shows that many Headlee sup-
porters believed that with the amendment’s pas-
sage, property taxes would either remain the same
or decrease.

But when tax time rolled around, those home-
owners receiving 11-25 percent property tax in-
creases found that Headlee just wasn't what they
thought it would be.

The amendment, for all its seeming simplicity, is
amazingly complex.

Journalists, lawmakers, finance experts and
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Headlee himself spend an inordinate amount of
time explaining to and debating with one another
over its meaning.

The legislator and I found ourselves in the same
quandary.

MEANWHILE, MUNICIPAL finance directors
from around the state are chewing their collective
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The ethics of a hired gun

Each year at this season, the legal industry ob-
serves Law Day in order to tell the world how won-
derful law is. A gavernment of laws, not of men.
Equal justice under law. A person is presumed in-
nocent unlil proven guilty.

And each Law Day, [ gag, usually silently. Not
this year. Having watched the U.S. Supreme Court
ings in the Stanford Daily
and having observed law-
al governmental ¢ i
cumvent the state Open Meetings Act, I find it time
to expose The Law for what it is, . '

Law is not the pursuit of truth, Law is not the
same as justice,
it I3 winnin

i

ronvietion, if you're
nitlal if you are del ,

not God. The Lawy nol an angel
arasaint, lawyer is not a philosopher, The Inw-
yeris ahired gun,

Bailey, Tamed de-
un Sheppard, Capl, Harokd Meding,
Plymouth Mail Iobbery defe s and
sl Balley dletivered o lecture on the arl
of cross-examination in 1971t e Unlyersi
Michigan Graduate School of Buginess Adminlstra.
tion, a lecture that bs so thoroughly eynical -~ ah,
let hima testify,

“IT IS OBVIOUS that lawyers o (o court o win
i they can, within certain ethical strictares, und (e
cross-cxnmination is nol therefore comlueled hy
the advocates solely to seek the trath.” Having cov-
ered trinls, I ean adit thal 1 have lawyers say
Just the contrary.

Did Jnck Ruby Kill Lee Harvey Oswald? Didn't
NBC eateh every il of t hooting on filn and
show 3L time after time'? Balley’s admiration pointy
inanother divection:

“(Defense attorney Melvin) Belll won thid euse.
Mr. Ruby died before it could he retvied. And he
dlied with a presumption of innocenes, so NI didn'y
win afler atl.”

You sew, e ruth thid Huhy killed Oswalil in
Fadls o axcite the lwyer's prase.
n i dawyer's inevedibl logio, by ani Holli are
the winners
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rale. If they trip up, it on the detaits,
d when they do, (e prohabilities begin o swing.
No conment

“The next thing of g huportnace which is not
taught practically (in law schools) is the use of sug-
pestion. When Howas mentioned that 1 was on the
faculty of the Ame n Institute of Hypaosis, many
people may have wondered what use that teehnique
might have heen fo me. Hypnosis i no anore than
sopgestion which the subject aecepls . L, Althongh
we don't hypnotize anyhady in the courlrooin, we do
' suggestions with every question in erosy-
examination; and il w n get the whiness to n
cepl the Implieit suggestion in the question, we are
making polnts thal will comt with a jury,

I dditlon to that, when we s up (e ease lo
whoever will decide it, our entire presentation is a
whole slring of suggestions.” Teuth, anyone? Logie?
No — it's Law.

HFORCE TIME SHD I powe
emphasizing the need for a quick min
aminadion is u function of power . . . .

“atleed, if your oppanest stows yon down hy
ahjecting, o order 1o give his witness e to
braathe imd Wink np an answer, yon will ave (o
tinid i wity to deal with your eppnenl.” Dow't give
‘wib Lo Lo think. ‘Thinl's Law.

MWa o oot ask o open-sinded guesiions an
erngs-exmmination o whal, why, when, whoere oy
fiowy. Thint's iy invitanddon dois laebuges, which s bt
(e warsl (hing il e bisppon . . You hive dn
e Ui ot or eyt by you, shaodilaly iy yon
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be in store

Eintgernails in anticipation of the 1980 Headlee fall-
out.

Most munigipallties have settled in to living with
Headlee, having figured out all the alternatives and
how to live, or at least survive, with them.

But most would agree that voters cast ballats in
favor of Headlee expecting much different results.
Those results bore little fruit.

ile many municipal administrators saw
Headlee as an alternative to previous budgeting
p}‘ocedures, ngarly all admit that another Tisch-
like proposal, if passed, would sink the local gov-
ernment ship.

Headlee and his supporters had a built-in advan-
tage going inte the last election — Tisch. His public
image and that of his proposal seemed militantly
reactionary to many voters, In their minds, Headlee
was the rational alternative.

In 1980, Headlee will be the status quo, the
target of those wishing to see harsher moves taken.

A more-polished .public image than Tisch — ;.
Richard Headlee, even — could lead us down the
path to even more tax confusion.

lEccen riites

L—by HENRY M. HOGAN, JR.

To keep your
school open:
Scream loud

It has always been said that you get a better
shake for your local tax dollar compared to the ex-
penditure of state or federal tax dollars. The rea-
sons are twofold:

First, you can watch what your local officials are
doing. If you don’t like it, you can amble down to the
city commission, township board or school board
meetings and make your views heard, You get lost
in sheer numbers when you try to do this in Lansing
or Washington.

Second, it doesn’t take a huge bureaucracy to col-
lect and decide how to spend your tax dollars local-
ly. Local government is more efficient.

Local government has its shortcomings, however.
Itis very sensitive to public opinion and many times
makes short-sighted decisions purely on emolion,

I large numbers of cit § H
hearing, you ca sure they will make an impact
on the final decision, even though they represent a
small pereentage of the people who will be affected
by afinal decision. .

CURRENTLY, LOCAL  school hoards in most

s are having a problem with too nimy class-
1) not enough stilent:
ve watched the baby bomm work its way
through clementary and junior high schools, Now it
is about 1o pass througl (ke high sehools

20 years ago, we were huilding school
e to kaep up with the
yei seemed o b millagie in
Tor construction and expansion.

1o

arfes, which acconnl for more Wan
hool disteicl budgets, were doubling,

lify

T

anyhody’s guess, Will the kids of the baby boom
stael having more ehikdren in a enrple of years aml
veeveate 1aeed for more sehools?

‘THI PERTS WERE  wrong I forecasting
needs wi we bidll all thase facilities years ago.
Cun they do any belter in the Juture? Shoull we

of preservig ese schools for the

uce our tax hurden now?

ke things i can be analyzed
ully, the strengths wud weaknesses
of loead government come dnlo play.

b oaren bas ceeantly heen voassessed for
ty tixes. Most vosidents ave going 1o gol
in higg swrprise when Dieie ey tax bills arnive, am
W wan't e i pleasanl surprise

Thiere witl he a bivcklish, il residents will la
elstnnaring Jov e pueasos Lo s enl and vkes cedugeed
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fenigels o st i bl Jossiise o) dwindling
vnbllinta, ceatitontn ol e gl ok
R 4 o i WO i quedibbns od iddsm)
L e O T T R T PO e T
Intdlibingg oy

TR NG BEYANLREI syl Bisinl, o)
Jimg e Ll Loy m{(uulonn i, WHE T i by
antiem) chitingpe Fnd bt iy ahiy (i gl
dluesling b el gttt sl Janee i i, o
ottty g sichimly

Wheat o oottt hod sl sl 1) B g
the |||u|m|tlv vaulien b s s v ol (1o
{0 e i St medonl (iely hido i o

e Dl dbend yonn was enny o] Lisanondons o
ol el when o v ol new Do whs i o
Fvhimg (e peessnvoow aolygbilon o




