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BY JEFF SCHORR
If your idea of a night out at the
theater is to get away from television’s
“sex and violence,” you better steer
clear of the Hilberry Theater’s final
repertory offering, “The Duchess of
Malfi.” ‘

The Wayne State University compa-
ny does its usual excellent job with this
heavy and horrible tale of passion and
political intrigue set in Renaissance
Ttaly. But the realistically gruesome
blocdletting in the final act is so perva-
sive that by play’s end, not a major
character in the cast is alive.

John Webster, the author, has been
compared favorably to his contempo-
rary, William Shakespeare, and at
times the lines and couplets remind you
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“The Dutchess of Malfi” features Barbara
(seated) and Geoffrey Beauchamp.

R eview
of the Bard. But the plot tends toward
‘wearying ponderousness and the three-

“hour production — despite its fast-

paced, swashbuckling finish — seems
too long.

‘The principals do a fine job, particu-
larly Jim Birdsall as the evil, brooding
Cardinal and his equally dastardly and
vengeful brother (though with a con-
science) Prince Ferdinand, the Duke,

played by Mark Robbins.

The play centers around their sister,
the widowed Duchess, played by Bar-
bara Acker, and the bloody events set

Acker, Mark Robbins
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in motion by her secret marriage after
having been warned against such a
thing by her brothers.

HOWEVER, JOHN Morgan Lund,
in a major role, and Cynthia Dozier, in
a supporting role, stood out as each of
these characters appeared to be some-
thing other than they really were,

Lund, as a brooding, confused and
bitter former soldier, Daniel de Bosela,
is hired by the Duchess to keep her
horses, but his real role is to spy on her
for her malevolent brothers who have a
stake in family fortunes if she does not
remarry.

The Duchess, who needs her position
to make romantic advances to Antonio
(Geoffrey Beauchamp), master of the
househod, manages to have three chil-
dren by him within the family house-

hold confines, Beauchamp is well-suit-
ed to the role of being at first
overwhelmed, then loving and caring
and, finally the frustrated husband
keeping his situation quiet,

Besola reports back to the brothers,
and the evil plotting, vengeance, horror
and suffering begins. Besola later
repents, and the Prince, after reacting
with a towering rage that leaves him
mad when conscience finally strikes, is
a dervish opposite to the Cardinal, his
!)rother, 2 much more cunning, conniv-
Ing person who plots both Besola's and
his mistress Julia’s murders behind the
churchman’s robes he wears,

Cynthia Dozier, who has played a
sweet and charming Juliet among her
several fine efforts over the last two
years, is magnificent as the mistress of
the Cardinal — delighting in the mutu-

al feeling of their contemporaries.
When she switches loyalties to the de-
pressed and agitated Besola at the end,
their brief passion is believable and
superb.

THE COSTUMING is beautiful and

‘Dutchess of Malfi’ outdoes television’s violence

appropriate. The religious scene is a
creative spectacle of excellence. Direc-
tor Robert Magill combines the
somber, serious, Catholic imagery of
the medieval church with incense, can-
dles, banners and pageantry to create a
scenario that totally imrr}erses.

and more!
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For exciting things to do, great places to go
and new people to megl. Join now.
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6:00-10:00AM
Meet Jim Davis. The man known for

His conversations at 7:25 with Eliott
Abrams, our ACCU-WEATHER
mateorologist brightens up even the
grayest day. Jim will catch you up on
the latest sports news with Mark

no wonder when 10:00 rolls around

needed that. Wake me up tomorrow,
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We play YOUR songs..

starting your day off on the right foot.

Andrews and Jerry Green at 8:12. It's
people feel like saying, Thanks, Jim..1
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