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Thursday, May 8, 1978

~ Cranbrook Festival to return

Tranquil sounds of baroque classical
music soon will come alive at Cran-
brook Festival 79,

In its 14th season, the musical week-
end encompasses a wide range of musi-
cal talent. Three evenings of Mozart,
Haydr and Bach will be presented at
8:30 pm., May 10-12, Christ Church
Cranbrook provides an appropriate set-,
ting for the soothing compositions.

Among the performers are the Saint
Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Bdston
Symphony Chamber Players, Wayne
State University Chamber Choir and
the Baldwin Wallace Brass Quintet.
Also featured are soprano Kathryn
Bouleyn, tenor David Britton, Susan
Marsee, mezzo-soprane. and John
‘West, bass.

The festival is sponsored by the
Cranbrook Music Guild, Inc. It
has a successful history of bringing
classical artists into the community.

KNOWN IN THE Soviet Union, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, South America and
threughout the United States, the Bos-
ton Sympheny is making its third ap-
pearance at Cranbrook Festival. The
group is comprised of the principal
string, woodwind, brass players and
solo timpanist.

‘The Wayne State University Cham-
ber Choir has won first place in world
competition in Wales twice. The choir
appears annually with the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra. The choir will pres-

ent a special program of baroque clas-
sical music with the Boston Symphony”

Y
Chamber Players during the Mozart
program on Thursday, May 10.

Making a first appearance at the fes-
tival this year is the Saint Paul Cham-
ber Orchestra. The group is under the
direction of Dennis Davies and is the
only full-time professional chamber or-
chestra in the country.

Under Davies' direction, the cham-
ber was selected by the State Depart-
ment to represent the U.S. on tours to
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.

The Saint Paul Chamber will be
jolned by Armando Ghitalla in an all-
Haydn program on Friday, May 11.
Ghitalla is the principal trumpet play-
er of the Boston Symphony and a mem-
ber since 1951.

The focus turns to Bach on Saturday,
May 12. Combining talents, the Saint
Paul Chamber and Wayne State
University's Chamber Choir will be
joined by four opera soloists.

The opera singers featured at the
festival specialize in diversity. All have
an extensive list of accomplishments
and possess all of the characteristics of

- seasoned performers.

BRINGING THE WORLD of music
closer to its audience, the festival pro-
vides an opportunity to hear a variety
of baroque classical by world-re-
nowned talents.

Appearing throughout the musical
weekend is the Baldwin Wallace Brass
Quintet. In its eighth appearance at the
Cranbrook Festival, the gronp will pro-
vide a foretaste of each evenings per-
formance with chorals from the west
porch roof of the church,

The Quintet consists of the principals
of the Baldwin Wallace Choir which
performs each year at the famed Berea
Bach Festival, now in its 47th year.

AS A SPECIAL musical dessert,
carillonneur Albert Gerkin, of the Uni-
versity of Kansas, will conclude this
year's festival with a special free Sun-
day afternoon carillon recital of ba-
roque music May 13 at 4 p.m.

Gerkin was originally scheduled to
make his debut at the Cranbrook Festi-

val last year, but his performance was
delayed because of the refurbishing of
the bells Iast season, :

Many hours of hard work go into
making the Cranbrook Festival possi-
ble. James Schneider, volunteer head
of the festival since its inception 14
years ago, has devoted considerable
time and energy to its success.

Although Schneider is retiring after
this year, plans for the resumption of
the festival are in the works. The new
management will be announced during
the 1979-80 season.

Schoeider and his wife, Chris, are
quick to point out that the festival is
the work of a whole committee of dedi-
cated volunteers.

“We have had a fantastic committee,
who have stuck with us through the
years,” Mrs, Schneider said. -

The Schneiders ran through the list
of committee members, praising each
person for valor — Floyd Bunt, who
handles transportation for the artists,
for instance. Schneider said Bunt is
driving in his van for practically the
entire duration of the festival.

Jan Goeckel, he said, sold program
ads better than many a professional.
Norman F.Wedal, treasurer, went qui-
etly and effectively about his rather
awesome duties, Schneider said.

Mrs, William T. Grossett and Mrs.
Ernest A. Jonds, Schneider said,
“played a vital role in assuring the fi-
naneial stability of the festival.”

Those who served on the festival ex-
ectutive committee and will continue
through the '79 festival are: Mrs.
Schwartz, vice chairwoman; Wedal,
treasurer; Mrs. Floyd Bunt, secretary;
Mrs. Edward Lawrence, ticket chair-
woman; Mrs. Goeckel,advertising; and
Mrs. Eugene L. Hartwig, patrons and
reception. .
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Tenor David Britton will also
perform during the all-Bach pro-
gram Saturday, May 12. He will be
joined by soprano Kathryn
Bouleyn, mezz0 soprano Susanne
Marsee and bass John West. The
Wayne State University Choir will
also appear that evening, directed
by Dr. Harry Langsford.
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