Attic Theater building success

By TOM PANZENHAGEN

What's up at the Attic?

Why, a veritable hope chest of things.

And among the things that the Attic
‘Theater Is hoping for in the near future
to further fill that chest are:

« Good fortune in its new home —
around the corner from its former
Greektown haunt, but - still only
moments away from all of Monroe
Street's Grecian sites, sounds and
smells.

* A third straight year of success
with its Midnight Theater program — a
series of live, late-night entertainment
productions. .

+ Accolades for its newest dramatic
venture, “Ashes,” the David Rudkin
play scheduled to open Friday.

« Compliments to the chef — and to
the director — for its continuation of a
dinner-theater menu that features
chow at the nearby Old Shillelagh res-
taurant followed by food for thought at
the Attie.

» And good luck with the Attic
Theater's newly proposed acting school
and ongoing drama workshops.

AFTER A COUPLE of rocky years
that often saw the original Attic troupe
“wondering where we would get $20
for a certain prop,” according to Her-
bert Ferrer, the Attic is now “not so
concerned with making e
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In ‘Kismet

John H. L. Watson of Birming-
ham is Hajj, the poet beggar, in
the Windsor Light Opera Associa-
tion production of “Kismet.” Wat-
son also is preducer-director of the
show. Two other area residents in
the 30-year anniversary.production
are Fred Shulak of Southfield, as
the Second Beggar, and Don
Entwistle of Troy, as Jawan. Per-
formances continue Friday, May 4;
Sunday, May 6 (matinee); Friday,
May 11; Saturday, May 12, and
Sunday, May 13 (matinee) at the
Cleary Auditorium in Windsor. For
further information call the box
office at 252-6455. .

with continuing to grow.”

Ferrer, one of the co-founders of the
troupe — first known as Roadside At-
tractions out of Ann Arbor — said the
Attic Theater gained some legitimacy
with its initial Detroit production in
December 1976,

Before then “we were just a group of
Meadowbrook Acting Schoo! graduates
who wanted to gain some experience,
but with no idea of what went into the
non-acting side of theater,” Ferrer
said.

Roadside’s first offering was on St.
Patrick’s Day 1975. A year and several
shoestrings later the company all but
disbanded. Several of the actors
thought they were ready to make it on
their own, and set out for points east.

But Lavinia Moyer came to Detroit,
instead, and with Ferrer’s help began
the Attic Theater in Greektown.

That first production late in '76 won
the troupe recognition through reviews
in the Detroit News and Free Press,
Ferrer said, aid 2 mini-grant from the
Michigan Council for the Arts.

After that “we just kept growing and
growing . . . getting more and more
telephones,” Ferrer said. Then came
additional grants from the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Ford and
General Motors foundations and others.

And it was on to bigger and better
things.

THE NEW ATTIC Theater seats as
many as 200 (depending on the produc-
tion), has a larger stage area and better
sight lines. The company has taken out
a five-year lease on its new home, and
is also the only tenant (unlike at the old
Attic), which will minimize outside
noise during performances.

Tn sumn, the theater has had good luck
in Greektown — the company could
have moved to a downtown Detroit the-
ater, but opted for the Greektown set-
ting. So now, Ferrer and other Attic di-
rectors agree, it's time to give some-
thing back to the Detroit area’s theater
community.

Acting workshops have been held off
and en since the winter of '76, accord-
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Former resident
stars in ‘Ashes’

Betsy Marion, formerly of Birming-
ham and most recently of New York
City, is featured in the female lead of
the Attic Theater production of
“Ashes” by David Rudkin.

The show opens Friday and runs
through June 9. The powerful British
drama is a contemporary work por-
traying a couple’s frustrated attempts
to conceive a child and the often humil-

ing to Ferrer, but attention has turned
to a genuine acting school. N

Supported largely by a another grant
from the Michigan Council for the Arts,
the Attic’s new acting school will hope-
fully “cultivate Detroit’s acting talent
before it goes to the East Coast,” Ferr-
ersaid.

Ferrer cited Bill Clyne as one “grad-
uate” of an Attic Theater workshop.
Clyne, Ferrer said, was not known to
the Attic regulars before he participat-
ed in one of the workshops. Now Clyne
has a leading role in “Ashes.”

“ASHES," a contemporary work by
Rudkin, had its American premiere in
1977 with Joseph Papp's New .York
Shakespeare Festival. It focuses on a
young couple’s frustrated attempts to
have a child, and the often humniliating
medical tests and procedures they
must undergo,

The play runs Thursdays-Sundays
from May 4 through June 9. Call 963-
7789 for information about tickets and
dinner at the Old Shillelagh.

“Starting Here, Starting Now" is the
first offering of the Midnight Theater
series, The off-Broadway review, co-
written by Richard Maitby Jr. and Da-
vid Shire, will run Thursdays through
Sundays, May 5-26. -

Maltby conceived and produced

“Ain't Mi d

iating medical tests and p
they must undergo.

ane
Shire wrote music for “Saturday Night
Fever.”
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Ben Benson of Birmingham and Denni Oravec of Troy rehearse for
the opening this weekend of Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes” at Stage-
crafters in Clawson. The production runs the first three weekends in
May. Show dates are Thursday-Sunday, May 3-7; Thursday-Sunday,
May 10-13; and Thursday-Saturday, May 17-19. Curtain time is 8:30
p.m., except Sunday at 7:30. For ticket information call the box office
at 585-8437,

Public
. Notice

FACTORY
OUTLET

SCRATCH ‘N' DENT,
PRIOR MODELS,

FLOOR SAMPLES,

CLOSEOUTS

MICROWAVE OVENS

COLOR TV'S « STEREQS

Built In's, wall oven's from $198, Countertop's from S8,
Undercounter distwashe's from S198, Vent hood's $35 &
' , Many Others!

if dean wall aven's $600 Now $325,
An accumalation of brand new appliances, TV's.

REFRIG’S » RANGES « FREEZERS
DISHWASHERS - WASHERS « DRYERS

2 Stereo's,

, marred, nicked

sold

andd|

Lo's, or in transit. Some faclory show pieces. All released .
for Public Sele at sacrafice, fult tactory warranty even when
below a dealers cost. Elegant ranges, elaborate
reftigeralors, Ireazers, microwava ovans, washers, dryers

e 3Midas Mini
Motorhomes!

A
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1000 PRIZES!

3 Midas' Series 2000 Mini
Motorhomes (America's #1 selling
Mini Motorhome brand)

® 10 AMF Alcort Sunfish Sailboats

WAREHOUSE IN.VENTOFIY ON SALE TO PUBLIC 109,
SAT. 10-6, CLOSED SUN.

<
Specializing in “Whirlpgoe] appiiance

HOT ‘N’ KOLD SHOP
FACTORY OUTLET

23930 W. 9 Mile
2 BLK. EAST OF TELEGRAPH, SOUTHFIELD
354-1717

f,’s Termite Time! . ' 10 MOP e d
Motor Bikes!

* 10 Sunfish
Sailboats!

Elias Brothers celebrates
over 40 years in Michigan!
Weare proudtobe a Michigan based corporation and
a vital part of the Michigan scene. Because we p
Thave served quality food since 1938, we have
continued our growth throughout the state
and today we provide jobs for more than

ROSE.

{ EXTERMINATOR €O.: || 0% cheanders

We want you t® have an opportunity to
win one of 1000 fabulous prizes that will
help you have more fun in our great state.
That's why we're presenting our $100,000
“Have More Fun in Michigan” prize drawing.
. And as you travel about, remember you can

.. Since /
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® 10 Motobecane Moped Model 7 Motor -
Bikes .

© 20 Sony FX-310 Entertainment
Packages (TV, AM-FM Radio and
Cassette Recorder)

@ 45 Eska 10 Speed Electric Trolling
Motors

® 150 Wenzel Sleeping Bags w/Stuff Sack
® 25 Wenzel Eagle 8'x 10’Cabin Tents

® 200 Wenzel Skedaddle Back Packs

@ 200 Weber “Smoléey Joe” Portable
. Barbegue Kettles .

® 200 Spaulding Championship Tennis
Rackets w/cover

® 75 Minolta Pocket Autopack 430 E
Cameras w/bu.ilfein strobe

® 62 $2.50 Blias Gift Cextificate Books
. “Good for all the good things at -
Elias Brothers”

add to your pleasure by stopping to eat at an
Elias Brothers Restaurant. We will continue to
offer you the finest quality food and warm, friendly
service in the most pleasant surroundings.
No purchase required. This offer limited
toone prize per family and is restricted to
licensed drivers 16 years of age or older
living in the United States or Canada.
Employees of Elias Brothers, its
advertising agency, its franchisees and
employees, its judging organization

and of their
families are riot eligible. Contest ends
May 20, 1979. Complete details available
at Blias Brothers Big Boy Restaurants,

’

585-8000
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