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By IRENE KUPFER

Detroit has a vast new playground in
the recently completed Hart Plaza at
the foot of,Woodward. Detroit Institute
of Arts is celebrating this with a one-
man show: honoring the designer, 74-

. Celebrates versqtile Naguchi

Art institute honors imaginative sculptor

ture to the project. Rock forms have
always been his greatest inspiration
and carving his greatest pleasure,

In some gardens, Noguchi draws
upon the beauty and diversity of
nature, as in his Japanese-style garden
at the UNESCO Building in Paris. Here

year—‘old Japan sculptor,
Tsamu Noguchi.

“Noguchi’s Imaginary L "

he the mats of nature
— water, plants, and rocks — to create
2 d

is a tribute to the artist's extraordinary
ility an 1
career that is still going strong after 50

years. .

Visitors to the museum will be able
to trace the development of Noguchi’s
life-long interest in creating visually
exciting and physicaily relaxing public
environments.

b U world. Nogu-
chi often juxtaposes highly finished
forms with rough surfaces to empha.
size their contrasts,

OTHER NOGUCHI gardens display
a fondness for geometrie forms that co-
exists with his more romantic view of
nature. ‘The white marble garden he
created for the Beinecke Rare Book Li-

geometric shapes — circle, pyramid,
and cube.

In the Hart Plaza, Noguchi makes a
more playful use of geometry, con-
trasting the pyramidal amphitheater,
the circular ice arena and fountain, and
the twisting pylon.

The Detroit project is the climax of
his continuing interest in large public
sculptural space. The stunning Dodge
Fountain with its myriad possibilities
of light-and-water-play is but the latest
of many Noguchi fountains. Its nearest
rival in splendor is the series of foun-
tains he designed for three artificlal
lakes at Expo "70 in Osaka, Japan.

Noguchi has always appreciated the
vitality of water and its importance as
the most kinetic of all sculptural possi-

Manhattan Bank Plaza in New York is

bathed by a constantly flowing, bub- -

bling, and sparkling pool of water. The
garden is a literal oasis in the cement-
boiind Wall Street district, soothing the
ear as well as the eye.

Noguchi has also created interior
environments. He began in 1935 when
he designed his first stage set for Mar-
tha Graham, the pioneer of modern
dance. The museum displays several of
Noguchi’s sets resulting from this fruit-
ful collaboration.

PARTICULARLY notable is the
charming rocking chair from “Appala-
chian Spring,” which seems like'a tan-
gible fragment of American history.
The exhibit includes a videotape of sev-

The artist has also designed an inte-
rior environment ‘expressly for this
show. “Variable Landscape" is a theat-
rical environment with several sculp-
tural props that can be used in differ-
ent ways by performers. Various
music, poetry, and dance groups are
scheduled to perform in this space on
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
throughout the exhibition. -

Noguchi’s talents are so prodigious
that even if he had never designed a
single public work, his reputation
would be secure as a sculptor of the
first rank. Many of his individual piec-
€3 evoke landscapes of the imagination,
like his fravertine “Mountain,” or the
granite piece “Shodo Shima,” whose

brary at Yale University is a-classic bilities, .

SOME OF THE on dis- of the rel ip of three
play are cailed imaginary because they.

were never executed. One of these is- .

Noguchi's 1947 proposat for a colossal
i _
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‘monument to man, intend® to be visi-

ble from Mars. Its form was to have

been a human face sculpted from the

earth, with a nose a mile high,

‘The exhibition also includes bronze

models of innovative playground de-
signs that Noguchi created as early as
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eral dances performed by the Grabam  stone forms have the delicacy of an
His sunken rock garden at the Chase company. egg-filled bird’s nest.

1933. They were rejected at the time
- as, “too dangerous.”

Other Noguchi projects that were
successfully completed are called
“imaginary landscapes” because they
are so stimulating to the person who
enters and observes them,

The artist considers these environ-
ments huge scultures in themselves, al-

* though they frequently contain individ-
ual sculptures or groups of sculptural
elements,
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Farmer John’s
Greenhouse
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design, like many of his others, Source Sculpture,” carved of red gran-
shows a primitive, ritualistic bent.  ite from Elath, as his personal signa-

Kast's Energy Advisor says:

'BLOOMFIELD HILLS
*Kast has a
better deal
for you in
summer cool.”

Visit our 40,000 Sq. Ft. newly
remodelled greenhouse &

It starts with a custom-de-
signed system tuned to your
home. And includes Kast's fa-
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BLOOMFIELD
2101 S. Telegraph Rd.
N. of Square Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, M.
(in the Miracle Mile Shopping Center)

Cool your
home without
wasting energy
with LENNDX
central cooling.

KAST & Cootine
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fessional _home sur-
vey (no obligation, of
course) and get set
for worry-free sum-
mer caoling.
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Day
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Flowers

BIG, BIG

SELECTION OF

FLOWERING PLANTS

Including Onion Sets & Seed Potatoes

Annuals
Perennials

Hanging
Baskets

Ivy Geraniums - Petunias - Ivy
Impatiens - Lobelia Peruvian Verbena e
Spider Plants Fuschia - Begonias
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TROPICAL PLANTS

- We have one entire
greenhouse devoted
specifically to tropical

plants. ‘

}-'or Information,
contact Fred Columbo

313-293-1333
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