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If you ignore the litter
Padre Island a sun-kissed haven
for people who value solitude

Story and photo:
IRIS SANDERSON JONES

PADRE ISLAND, Tex. — The Blue
Heron and the Caspian Tern were here
before the Spanish galleons
shipwrecked on this wild, sandy shore.
‘They flew like this, in sudden bursts of
wing, before the cattle ranchers came
and the Texas Rangers rode between
the dunes.

The birds are here now, prime

tenants of the Padre Island National
Seashore, and with only one enemy:
litter. On any sunny day, you see a beer
can glisten in the sun, but after the high
tide the garbage comes in from the
merchant ships and it carpets the
beach from sealine to dune grass.

Egg cartons, bleach bottles, parts of
old ships, rope, shoes, construction
hats, more cans, even electric light
bulbs. Regulars here say that the beach
is “pristine and pure” most of the time,
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Shades of ‘1984’

DALLAS, Tex. — 1 seldom hear about foreign travelers strug-
gling through the logistics of travel in the U.S. I think about it
now as I try to find my way around Dallas-Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport.

A modern airport is like a concrete city that spreads to indefi-
nite boundaries. I have this same sensation in Frankfurt, London
and Chicago, a sense of walking though a time machine into a
world where everything is made of concrete and glass.

Poeple move down passag into holl ding rooms
where they are redirected to other passages, in the spirit of
Orwell’s “1984.”

Every airport has its own trap. Here, it is the Air Trans (Air-
port Transportation), a system of rapid transit that runs in four,
color-coded loops between the gates of various airlines, .

Imagine a European or an Asian who speaks as little English as
I speak German or French. Picture the person trying to find the
way from one plane to another.

The Air Trans are one level down by elevater from the main
floor. I flew American to Dallas and would fly Braniff to Corpus
Christi, but the transfer is not that simple.

A sign warns you to consult a posted schedule before you board
because there are three different Braniff stops: Braniff A, B or C.

I'was going to Braniff C.

I boarded the train with two Texans who also didn't know
where they were going, On board was a man who said, “T just did
the complete loop and I think I missed my plane.”

As we were staring past the gaily colored seats io. the tunnel
walls outside, a voice came out of the wall, warning us to read the
signs on the tunnel walls so that we would know where to get off.

Sounds easy enough if you can understand that wonderful Tex-
as accent, but one nervous-looking foreign traveler sat staring
out the window, frowning.

So here I am, checked in at last at Braniff C, and wiser by one
more world airport. The moral of the story is not that it is really
difficulty to navigate an airport, but that you need time and a
sense of humor to figure out where you are going, and how to get
there. -

In Los Angeles, you ride endless moving ramps. In Seattle, you
ride a horizontal elevator. In Chicago, you change terminals.

And just as you get one small portion of the world figured out,
the airport becomes obsolete and they rebuild it.

FROM THE MAILBAG

Mary Schoen of Birmingham has added another place worth
visiting to the list of things to see and do while traveling Inter-
state 75 to Florida.

“Westville is worth a visit,” Mary says. “It’s on the Anderson-
ville Trail near Plains.”

Westville, 20 miles from Plains, Ga,, is a collection of original
Georgia buildings of the early 1800s. Buildings from early settle-
ments in Georgia were authentically restored, furnished and
placed in a village setting.

Tourists can wander through the houses and shops, have lem-
onade and cookies, and talk to authentically constumed guides
about the history represented.

One of the purposes of Westville is to preserve the h

but environmentalists have noted of-
tener and oftener that the sandpipers
pick their way among the litter that
comes in with the tide.

PADRE ISLAND has a dramatic his-
tory here, off the shore of tropical
southern Texas. The Karankawa Indi-
ans, known as the Kronks, summered
here centuries ago. They were fierce
warriors, nomadic fishermen and can-
nibals.

Twenty  Spanish  galleons
shipwrecked here on the Devil’s Elbow
in 1553, stranding treasure that still
Tures local treasure hunters out with
shovels and sticks. History books call it
the Flight of the 300, because 300 crew-
men fled south down the island with
fierce Kronk Indians behind. Only one
sailor survived.

In the early 1800s, Padre Balli was
given the island as a land grant from
King Charles IV of Spain, and during
the waning days of the Texas Republic,
Texas Rangers left horse tracks on the
dunes.

The only invaders now are tourists,
although the natural landscape and the
National Park Service limit what we
can do to violate the land.

THE NATIONAL SEASHORE is 80.5
miles of this 113-mile-long barrier is-
land that hugs the south Texas coast
from Corpus Christi to Brownsville.
Commercial development busies the
north and south ends of the island but
sand beaches and low dunes form the
only skyline along the seashore itself,
which ranges from a few hundred
yards to three miles in width.

The intercoastal waterway, Laguna
Madre, washes the western shore, The
Gulf of Mexico whitecaps the eastern
shore. Campers and day-tourists can
visit the Seashore in various ways, all
of them displayed at the park head-
quarters on the Corpus Christi side of
the island causeway to the north, and at
the information center on the island
itself.

Recreational vehicles can use the
140-site paved campground near the
ranger station, but they must go to
Nueces County Park north of the
Seashore or Cameron County Park
south near Port Isabel for hook-up
faclities. They can be parked or driven
with other ordinary vehicles on the

The only invaders now are tourists, although the natural landscape and

the National Park Service limits what we can do to vidlate the
land. . .Commerical development busies the north and south ends of the
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island but sand beaches and low dunes form the only skyline, which =
ranges from a few hundred yards to three miles in width.

first five miles of firm sand beach.

Only four-wheel drive vehicles can
wheel beyond this peint because soft
sand and shell beds quickly trap wheels
in the beach. Even these are regularly
towed out of the sand by rescuers who
drive or fly in from the mainland.

(You can also drive north about five
miles from the park’s southern en-
trance at Port Isabel before you must
switch to four-wheel drives.)

‘This is not a travel experience for
those who like their fun wrapped in city
streets and music, but it is a haven for
those who dream of standing alone in
the world with a fishing rod, or sharing
the land with the birds.

YOUR FOUR-WHEEL-drive vehi-
cle, which can be rented from opera.
tors like Jerry Foy of Corpus Christi,
enters the northern Seashore from
Malaquite Beach. The first few miles
are smoothed and cleared of debris for
the 750,000 visitors who come here eve-
ry year.

Beyond the 14-mile marker, the
Seashore shares a whited world with
the birds and a few lone travelers. A
100-yard strip of sand tracks a straight
line to the horizon between whitecaps
and dupes,

Long-legged sandpipers prance the
waters edge. Clusters of black-headed
Caspian terns rise together if they are
startled. A skimmer flies with his low-
er beak underwater to catch fish. Occa-
sionally, a single great blue heron rais-
es its head to form a skyline along the
beach.

Snakes are here but seldom seen.
Coyotes prow! the sea edge at dawn. A
sharp whistle and an airborne chuck of
bread brings the gulls, cireling and div-
ing for dinner.

During the slow season, October to
May, or on weekdays during summer,
you can drive for miles with only a
camper’s lean-to breaking the wilder-
ness or a line of fishiig poles stuck hilt-
down at water’s edge waiting for red-
fish.

At the 24-mile marker, wheel tracks
turn inland to the rotting corrals where..
ranches_once were worked. Near the”
55-mile marker, you can still see the;"
rusted wreck of the Nicaragua, shoaled'
there in 1912,

Overnight camping is allowed all
along this wilderness beach, although
foot traffic is not allowed on the dunes,
‘Trampling feet kill the plants that hold
the dunes together and protect them
from the wind.

‘The Spaniards called this lovely lone-
ly place Las Islas Blancas, the white
islands. If you can get excited about a..
day or a weekend on the open beach,
with the sea running away to the hori-
200 and the seagulls eating bread yous
throw into the sky, this is the place. ™

But don't go during or just after a
full moon, when the tides are high. The
birds have learned to pick their way
among the beer cans and the bleach
bottles, but you probably won't like it a
bit.

Mexico a bargain
in the summer

Summer is off-season in Mexico.

Most of the tourists who travel to Mexico go to
forget winter and for obvious reasons would rather
do so in December, January and February.

However, during the summer the prices are low-
er, the highways are not as busy and hotel rooms
are easier to get.

The so-called rainy season from June to Septem-
ber is somewhat exaggerated. The Mexicans call it
50 only because the rest of the year is so dry. From
June to September, the rainfall is about 17.8 inches,
whereas in St. Louis at the same period the precipi-
tation reaches 13.9 inches and in Chicago more than
16 inches. N

Summer is a particularly good time to visit the
small colonial towns or the archaeological trea-
sures of the Yucatan. Many organizations offer
summer school programs (in Spanish and especially
in archaeology) at moderate prices and with room
and board with Mexican families.

Because of the high elevation, it is not as hot on
the high plateaus, such as Mexico City (7,500 feet)
and Cuernavaca (5,000 feet).

Cuernavaca is located about 50 miles south of
Mexico City, and the two cities are joined by a four-
lane highway. Its climate is good year-round, nei-
ther too warm nor too cool, and it is a good base
from which to visit the numerous tourist attactions
that area has to offer.

and skills of West Georgia during the mid-19th century, so crafts
are usually being practiced at the site.

Westville is just outside the town of Lumpkin, where the re-
stored Bedingfield Inn graces the town square.

CHANNEL 56 has launched its travel season for armchair tra-
velers on Mondays. The “Explorer Series” will show climbers on
the Swiss Alps tonight, May 7; gold in Ecuador, May 14; the as-
sault on Mount McKinely, May 21; and skiers on the Sierra Neva-
das, May 28. All are at 7:30 p.m.

The “World Series” will also show Australia at 9 p.m. tonight
and the University of Rome at 9 p.m. Monday, May 14.

A new group of documentaries, called “Views on Asia,” starts
May 21 with Indonesia and continues May 28 with Thailand.
Finally, the Cousteau Odyssey at 8 p.m. Monday, May 27,

Guidelines for the budget-minded

For travelers on a shoestring, the cheap but comfortable transportation,

Ontario tax break
in effect to 1981

Ontario's 7 percent accommodation retail sales
tax will remain suspended until March 31, 1981,
to Larry the 's indus-

try and tourism minister.

“Continued suspension of the retail tax on tax-
able accommodation and meals under the Ameri-
can Plan is aimed at stimulating the provinee's hos-

- pitality industry, " he said.

“‘American tourists will also benefit from the de-
‘valued Canadian dollar with the American dollar
now favored with an exchange rate of about 15
percent.” -

1979-80 edition of “The Budget
Traveler’s Latin America” is out. The*
guidebook suggests ways to adventure
without spending a fortune. .

It's written by the Council on Interna-
tional Educatioal Exchangé, a major
student travel organization which is
dedicated to helping people travel eco-
nomically and wisely.

‘The book is set up country by coun-
try, with information on where to stay
and eat inexpensively, what to see and
do In major cities, small towns and iso-
lated beach resorts, and hints on how
and where to meet people. S

w It also includes practical matters

Gsuch ag health and entry requirements,

drug laws, geography, boating on the
Amazon, snorkeling on a Mexican
beach, visiting the ruins at Machu Pjc-
«chu or disco dancing in Rio De Janeiro,

~The price is $4.95 in local bookstores,
or from CIEE, Dept. PR-BTA, 777 UN.
Plaza, New York, N.Y. 16017; or 236 N,
Santa Cruz, Los Gatos, Calif. 95030,

Also, “The Budget Traveler’s Asia,”
with chapters on 26 countries from
Turkey to Japan, “Where To Stay
US.A.: From 50¢ to $14 A Night” and
“Whole World Handbook: A Student
Guide to Work, Study and Travel
Abroad” are available for $8.95 from
the same address.
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about sports

"Superfan” Ron Cameron gives you
a chance to prove it.

Telephone Ron “on the air” any night,
Monday through Saturday, from 6 to 8
PM and “tell it like it is” The sports
fans’ point-of-view is what his show
is all about. Special guests from the
world of sports are on hand to give
you a real “inside look” at your favor-
ite sport. Athletes, coaches, umpires,
owners and other sports guests give
you, the fan, achance toget the “straight
skinny.” You'll hear sports facts and
opinions that you can't get anywhere
else. Listen to WXYZ TalkRadio .. . for
areal live change.

sportsail:
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