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By JIM WINDELL

If the other 21 jazz musicians who
perform this season at the Jazz at the
Institute series are as warm and sin-
cere both personaily and musically as
was Dorothy Ashby, the Kresge Court
will be a music lovers’ paradise this
summer.

Former Detroit jazz harpist Dorothy
Ashby returned to her home town last
week fo inaugurate the third year of
the Detroit Institute of Arts summer
jazz program. She was a pefect choice
to begin this star-studded series of
Thursday night jazz, as her light,
swinging chamber jazz was as delicate
and exquisite as finely etched crystal.

“I am thrilled to be back home and
‘especially to be playing back home,”
she said as she ended her second of two
sets. There was no doubt she was excit-
ed to return home. Her music in 2 trio
setting also conveyed her mood of joy.

‘That she is still doing what she has

pleasant set with the veteran drummer

always done so well was evident by the

‘In the beginning, no one was interested in
the jazz harp. They all considered the harp to

music
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beach

~ Jazz harpist Dorothy Ashby

Roy Brooks and he long-time bassist
Clarence Sherrill. With both Sherrill
and Brooks contributing sensitive
touches to complement Ms. Ashby’s,
the trio enchanted the roomful of lis-
teners with a program that was beauti-
fully varied.

“I REMEMBER APRIL"” gave way
to the romanticism of Ellington’s “In a
Sentimental Mood” and “What Am I
Here For.”
A highlight was her floating harp work
on “Portrait of Jenny.”
A beautiful picture of Jenny. Dorothy
Ashby showed that she is a beautiful
Iady also.

It was nice to have her back in

Horn player, trio perform

“Trumpet and flugelhorn man Louis
Smith will join the Bess Bonnier Trio
for “Jazz at the Institute” in the De-
troit Institute of Arts Kresge Court on
‘Thursday, May 10,

Two concerts are scheduled, at 7:30
and 9:30 p.m. Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance through the museum
ticket office (832-2730). Advance regis-
trations are suggested.

Well-known in the Detroit area,
Smith is currently director of the Uni-

Miss Bonnier has performed in most of
the city’s prestigious clubs and restau-
rants for two decades. .

In addition to the informal jazz con-
cert in the continental cafe setting,
Jazz at the Institute also offers wine,
beer, soft drinks and snacks at addi-
tional cost. Reserved table seating is
provided.

For reservations and a complete
Thursday evening Jazz at the Institute
brochure, call the Detroit Institute of

versity of Michigan Jazz Band, and
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Detroit. Even for one night.

Ms. Ashby left Detroit with her hus-
band five years ago after being
Detroit’s resident jazz harpist for 15
Years. Speaking from her home in San-
ta Monica, Calif,, a few days before she
came for this engagement, she eplained
why she left Detroit.

“Mainly, I came out here to make a
living. I wasn't able to make one any
longer in Detroit. Both my husand,
John who is a writer, and I wanted to
see if we could better ourselves out
here.”

In the Los Angeles area, Ms. Ashby

has found steady work. “Im doing _

mostly studic work with some televi-
sion work also.” she said. “I guess I've
probably recorded on most of the re-
cords pop artists are making out here
in L.A. and Hollywood. Lately, I've re-
corded wtih Helen Reddy, Johnny
Mathis, Stevi Wonder, Aretha Franklin,
Donna Summers, Dionne Warwick and
Barry Manilow.”

When she arrived in Santa Monica, 2
suburb of busy Los Angeles, she began
doing studio work with her harp be-
cause there was not much night club-

ROCHESTER estate. Private acreage
with Oak trees frame executive Colo-
nial. 23’ x 17’ family room has fire-
place. Sauna in walk-out lower level.
First floor laundry. 651-8850. $156,000.

Dorothy Ashby creates a bit of heaven

work available for jazz musicians.
However, getting started in the record-
ing studios was not easy either.

“OUT HERE, when I came, they
didn't know who I was. The recording
companies hadn't heard of me. They
don't believe you exist unless you're a
current hit-maker. Finally, it was the
musicians, especially the black musi-
cians, who were responsible for getting
me into the studios and giving me a
chance,

“The first one who really gave me a
chance was singer Bill Withers. He

didn't know me either. Rosetta Hines

from WCHD-FM (now WJZZ) in Detroit
was responsible for making Bill
Withers aware of my presence. She in-
troduced me by phone to Bill and that
started a chain of events. He used me,
and the word got around and the musi-
cians began to call on me to work on
albums.”

When Bess Bonnier, music director
of the Jazz at the Institute series and
an old Wayne Stawe University School
of Music classmate, called to ask her to
come to Detroit for the opening night,
Ms. Ashby quickly accepted.

At times in California, being separat-
ed from her mother who lives in De-
troit and her frieuds, she felt like she
did not exit, .

“I wasn’t sure that anyone from De-
troit remembered I'm still around, It's
a pleasure for me to have people from
Detroit say they’re interested. Out here
T have heard 'no’ so often, I questioned
if I existed myself.”
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William Henry Alton,

.5.B.
Member of the Christian Science
Board of Lectureship
Will give enlightening
answers to the question:

HAVE YOU FOUND
YOURSELF?

A Free Christian Science Lecture
To be given in

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Franklin-Meadowlake
Maple Road at Inkster
Bloomfield Township
Friday, May 11
8:00 P.M.

Invite a Friend
Child Care Provided

TEN ACRES with custom 1978 walk-
out Ranch in Milford. Pure luxury with
extensive quality features. Near Lake
Sherwood and Kensington. Land can
be divided. 851-8100. $213,900.

[ : |

! And that’s a simple fact! Indoors or

hedges, house plants...even your

. lawn will grow better, and |hlcker,\
n with regular use of RA-PID-GRO® |
H Plant Food! . *

RA-PID-GRO® is a high-qualily
plant food and SO-0-0-0-0 easy to
P use, Just dissolve it in water, then

: pour or spray on your plants.

The original, fast, economical
and safe way to feed your plants.

gardeners for over 40 years...
RA-PID-GRO®, naturally! Available
at garden centers everywhere.

RAQPID-(?.RO® is the only
plant food you need
for everything you grow

out, vegetables, flowers, roses, trees,

Chosen by amateur and professional

One Great food for all plants. . .
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POTOMAC GREEN. Nicely groomed
four bedroom Colonial features brick
wall fireplace in family room, nicely
finished rec room, intercom, wood
windows. Walk to school. 851-8100.
$118,500.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS. High rolling
acreage with many shade and fruit
trees.- Wandering Ranch home fea-
tures fireplaces in large living room
and kitchen. 626-9100. $157,000.

EXCELLENCE in Southfield. Spacious
§ bedroom, 3% bath home. Bar room
opens to fireplaced family room (28" x
1%’), great Florida room and garden
pool area. Central Air. 646-6000,
$129,500.

DECORATOR perfection throughout
West Bloomtield Colonial. Enjoy both
a large library and cozy fireplaced
family room. Central Air, attic fan, gas
grill, more. 626-9100. $135,000.
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BIRMINGHAM. Lovely pine-lined yard
and patio open to family room with
full wall fireplace. Panelled rec room
provides added living space. Attic fan.
626-9100. $130,900.

Sni

complete relaxation. 557-6700.
- $134,90

EXECUTIVE Quad-level in Lathrup Vil-
iage. Lovely 4 bedroom home with 3
full baths, wet bar in family room,
Chet's kitchen and private pool for

PRIVACY in end-unit Condo, Bloom-
field Hills, Custom 1976 home has 3
bedrooms, 3% baths, fireplaced fami-
ly room, prime rec room, Sauna, Cen-
tral Air. Builder's home. 647-5100.
$119,900. -

and

10:00-3:00PM

Meat Jim Scollin. He's @ turn
kind of guy and it's contagious. Big
Jim (He's 6'9") batances his music to
bring you a taste of tha femitiar, the
ofibeat. And his daity question/
answer sessions with ACCU-
WEATHER meteorologists at 12:26
you a chance to catch up on the
weather. When Jim signs off at
will have heard some of
Wotite songs and you can't help
amazed how the afternoon’s

We piay YOUR songs...
more!-——

Colonial on half acre in
West Six big on

FANTASTIC | Tri-level in prestigious
i Lovely for-

second ficor, 19' x 16’ island kitchen,
family room. Immediate Possession. A
1976 Valuel 626-3100. $106,900.

. mal living and dining rooms,

TOP TROY neighborhood. Quality 4

bedroom Colonial with wood Thermo
i new C kitchen

floor, family room, lovely

kitchen, 3 or 4 pl
tamily room, 557-6700. $87,500.

porch, Central Air, 689-8900. $83,900.

COUNTRY CHARM on over half acre
in Rochester. Stately brick Colonial

. offers :Inle'rained-nemh fireplace,
partial rec room. 651-8350, $74,

o FARMINGTON HIL,

SHARP Lathrup Village Ranch with
gorgeous family room, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, partialiy finished basement. On
large lovely tot. 557-6700. $79,300.

- BIRMINGHAM -
646-6000

FRANKLIN
626-9100

o BLOOMFIELD HILLS |
647-5100 |

o SOUTHFIELD-
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557-6700 |
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ONE OF ROYAL OAK'S finest 3 bed-
room brick Ranches. Dining ell has
bay window. Finished rec room. In a
lovely neighborhood. 557-6700.
$43,91

 WEST BLOOMFIELD
‘ 51-8100
. ' ROCHESTER
51-8850

TROY
89-8900
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