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Fisherman turns pro

Area angler hooked on sport

member of the burgeoning Bass An-
glers Sportsmen Society (BASS).

Dennis Sikowski feels at home with his assorted fishing tackle and

graphite rod. (Staff photo by Mindy Saunders)

For just one day of fishing, 2 BASS

invest in quality rods and reels. Si-
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professional can hook up to $12,000 in
prize money if he’s lucky. But, before
entertaining thoughts of fishing for 12
G's, it is necessary to join a BASS local
club and compete successfully in vari-
ous locally sponsored events.

One of the area’s avid anglers is
Dennis Sikowksi of Troy who belongs to
the Sterling Heights BASS club. Si-
kowski joined about six years ago “to
learn something about bass fishing.”

There is much more to competitive
fishing, says Sikowski, than just tossing
2 line into the water. For example, it BASS fish in Lake St. Clair, Saginaw
involves learning the habits of fish, how  Bay, Orchard Lake, plus other water
they travel and how light affects them.  holes.

“Bass do not have eyelids so they are A competitive nature helps when
very sensitive to light,” said Sikowski. fishing for money. This is what helps
“On bright days they will be deeper. I  Sikowski, who during the week is vice-
found out that I didn't know much president of marketing in an engineer-
about their habits, and I needed to ing consulting firm, te do well.
learn all about them.” He often studies the lakes in advance

The BASS clubs sponsor local tourna-  tc help determine the best sites for
ments which give members a chance to  fishing.
prove their fishing skills. Although the “Competition, money and enjoyment
prize money is hardly enough to retire  are the basic reasons for belonging to
on ($100 is typical), the winners can BASS,” he said. “Anyone interested in
progress to more lucrative staie-spon-  joining can become a member for
sored events, about $20.

From there the successful bass Although Bass fishing takes up most
fisherman may have the opportunity to  of his spare time, Sikowski is also
travel to regional and national tourna-  chairman of the Troy Optimist’s Club
meuts, where the prize money is even ~ annual Ice Fishing Derby. Every win-
more substantial. ter, youngsters get a chance to try their

“Winners are determined by a rating  skills at Sylvan Glen Lake with tro-
system,” said Sikowski, “A fish mustbe  phies awarded to the winners.
atleast 12 inches long. Points are given As for BASS, what lies ahead?
for each ounce of weight, with a bonus It appears that bass fishing for fun
of five points for each live fish.” and profit is growing in popularity.

Sikowski says only artifical lures are Sikowski says that many Detroit-
allowed, and that all live fish are area celebrities, including morning
released. dise jockey J.P. McCarthy and televi-
sion weatherman Hugh Copeland, are
among anglers involved in a celebrity
tournament.

“Maybe a spot on ABC’s Wide World
of Sports,” said Sikowski. “We've
talked to them about it, and are doing a
study on the feasibility of including the
national BASS tournament. We're hop-
ing to have something on ABC in a cou-
ple of years.”

kowski posesses five different graphite
rods worth $50 dollars apiece.

Not every angler, however, needs his
own boat. The members share boats
with other members while competing.

As for location of events, Sikowski
notes that most national competition in
the past has been in the South, where
prize money has been greater. Next
year, though, the top six winners from
regional competition will travel to
Canada for the BASS fish-off.

In the local area, the 36 members of

SIKOWSKI has done well in six years
of professional fishing, finishing as high
as third in state tournaments. He dec-
Tines to name an exact figure, but says
he has won “enough money to buy a
new boat.”

‘This brings up the question of equip-
ment. Most serious bass competitors
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MULTI-CHECK .
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Jjazzscene.

Informal in concept, Jazz at the In-
stitute will continue its Thursday eve-
ning concerts through Sept. 27, offering
such jazz artists as saxophonist George
Benson, pianist Sir Roland Hanna, the
Barris Harris Trio, guitarist Kenny
Burrell, Archie Shepp, Jack Brokensha
and Bess Bonnier.

531-8200

" DICK GREEN WEST.
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

29301 Grand River at Middlebelt
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Jazz pianist Marian McPartland will
make two appearances on the Detroit LIVONIA (313) 261-5110
Institute of Arts’ “Jazz at the Institute” 11570 FARMINGTON RD. LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48150
series, STORE HOURS: WEEKDAYS BAM.TO S3OPM. FRLBAI TO 8RM.

On Tuesday, May 15, and on Thurs- SAFBAM TO 5P SURL JOAM. TO 3P
day, May 17, Ms. McPartland will per- T -
form two concerts, at 7:30 and 9:30
p-m. in the museum’s Kresge Court. * ALL NEw SERVICE *
Tickets are available in advance COME VISIT US DURING OUR
through the museum ticket office (832- 2
2730). Advance reservations are sug- NEw MANAGER S SPECIAL
gested.

British-born McPartland has been * FREE 0". with any
one of the most popular jazz piano re- Lube Job and Qil Filter on
cording stars for two generations. A ALL American bullt cars.
virtuoso performer, she is generally re- O_ﬂer Good 'tif May 3 h.
garded a mainstay of the New York od "tit May 30t

476-7900

CORPORATION
SECURITY AGENTS

ATTENTION
“BUSINESS OWNERS”

burglary and fire protection. -

or burglary...
or

present alarm system... .
or

free estimate. 424-8484

We are fully U.L. and F.M. Approved Central Station
right here in Southfield. We can provide electronic

If your home or business is not protected against fire
If you would like information on upgrading your )

If you would like to know our cost for monitoring your
present alarm at our Central Station right here in
‘Southfield, please call The Whall Corporation for a

THE WHALL CORPORATION
18860 W. Ten Mile Road
Southfield, Michigan 48075

Car Care will
be a handy source of information on why and how to care for our cars.
Also, all through it will be advertisements from the people who are
dedicated to helping you do a good job of maintaining this necessity.

Watch for Car Care...you need it...you’ll love il

The
Gbserher & Eceentric
Nrlwspapers

On Monday,
May 14,

the Observer and Eccentric
Newspapers will publish
their very special section,
Car Care.

Since the automo-
bile is a virtual .
necessity in the

lives of the rore

than 1/2 million
readers in our
hometowns, its proper
care and feeding is
essential to preserve
our natural and material
resources,
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