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Houghten, offers a deal

¢ The Oakland County Road Commis-

sion wants a multi-year financing deal

with the elected county board of com-
joissioners to achieve longer range
planning of road improvements.

» “Work could be programmed far

enough in advance to get the most bang

for your dollars,” Road Commission

Chairman Fred D. Houghten told the

county board Thursday in his “state of

1Hie roads” message.

“.."It would be possible, with such lead

time, to attract matching funds and to

equitably distribute the benefits around
the county,” the head of the three-man,
appointed road board said.

- “Annual funding makes it difficult
~for other units to rearrange their
~hidgets to participate. Your board
“would have the final decision on all
*projects using county money.”

e
~THE ROAD commission’s work is

;e 27-member county board of com-

to make such long-range commit-
ments,” Houghten conceded. “Year-to-
year programming isn't efficient either
— and we are currently moving for-
ward to do our own financial planning
on a three-year basis beginning with
the 1981-84 period. That will coincide
with the three-year Federal Highway
Administration programs from which
we receive most of our federal match-
ing funds.

“We ask that you enter into a con-
tract with us for funding on a three-
year basis on terms to be worked out
between your board and ours,” said
Houghten, who pointed out he has been
attending all the county board's twice-
menthly meetings. Houghten is also a
former county commissioner from the
Rochester area,

“In every respect, I believe three-
Yyear contracting is as sound a concept
as would be five-year contracting.”

HOUGHTEN SAID the road commis-
sion used previous $500,000 contribu-
tions as leverage to get $1.5 millioin in

~missioners has made annual appropria-
“tions of $500,000. The signifi of
Houghten's request is that the county
<board is being asked to commit itself
<for more several years at a time to al-
~low longer range planning.

“In return, the commissioners would
ave a voice in road planning.

«- “Previously, we proposed five-year
“Contracting, but we realize it’s difficult

road , many
aimed at safety feaatures.

“We matched your money with
$500,000 — and we arranged for anoth-
er $500,000 of matching funds from 19
cities, one village and 17 townships
where projects will be under construc-
tion this year,” Houghen said.

But Houghten complained that the

road commission's main source of
funds, the state gasoline and weight
taxes, are failing to increase with the
ccounty’s needs.

“Roads do not benefit by an increase
in revenues when inflation pushes up
costs. Our revenues are not tied to sales
or income taxes, all of which increase
directly with inflation.

*Our revenues are tied to the flate
rate tax on a gallon of gasoline and the
weight of motor vehicles. As the price
of both goes up, the number of galions
sold tends to go down, and the weight
of cars purchased tends to go down,”
Houghten said.

“Consequently, while we are current-
ly suffering from double-digit inflation
in our costs, as is everyone else, our
basic source of revenue is increasing at
less than three percent annually. This
is a dramataic reversal from the situa-
tion prior to the 1973 Arab oil embar-
go. Until then, our basic revenue in-
creased annually at about the same
rate as inflation.”

AT ONE TIME the road commission
was one of the most unpop agen-

Long-range road funds asked

complaints and questions.

* A questionnaire, published with the
annual report for the last two years,
has drawn many responses.

* Market Opinioin Reseaarch has
been hired to poll the public and opin-
fon leaders, with results to be an-
nounced today (Monday).

* It conducted two seminars attended
14 commissioners and the county

executive,

« It conducted 89 formal public hear-
ings.

« And it appeared by invitation be-
fore 12 civic organizations.

Houghten chairs the three-member
board. Other members are John Gnau
and Richard Vogt.

MEANWHILE, the road commission
announced it has begun revising and
updating the tywide master road

Monday, May 7, 1979
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Reconsider subway
— road commission

No subway in the Woodward corri-
dor, the Oakland County Road Commis-
sion said — again.

“We agree with the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners, SEMTA
should reconsider its decision to in-
clude subway in a regional transit
system,” Chairman Fred D. Houghten
said in a statement last week.

“A survey by an independent polling
firm during February and March
showed that 63 percent of the voting
agé population of Oakland County fa-
vors transit, but that 58 percent oppose
including a subway in Detroit,”
Houghten said.

‘The board of the Southeastern Michi-
gan Transportation Authority approved
a 1990 transportation plan that calls
for a light rail rapid transit line in the
‘Woodward corridor. The segment from

downtown Detroit to Grand Boulevard
would be underground; the segment
from the boulevard to McNichols
would be elevated. Oakland County’s
three representatives favored an at-
grade plan, though one finally backed a
partial subway in order to keep the
planning process moving.

“The action taken by the SEMTA
board waas not a consensus of the
region,” Houghten declared. “The 10-5
vote was the result of a blatant politi-
cal power play coming after SEMTA
conducted discussions in secret
meetings.”

He added, “The consensus that bas to
be reached is that of the people of this
region. The only way to reflect such a
consensus now seems to be by conduct-
ing a vote of the people.”

right-of-way plan.
In many communities, it will mean

frontage to be dedicated for future °

road rights of way may be reduced
without impeding future route plans,
its said.

cies in government. But Houghten said
the semi-autonomous department was
working hard to achieve good commu-
nications with other politicians and
with the public. Items:

+ Its department of citizen services
last year listened to more than 10,000

‘ ,ycelebrare your

Emphasis in the revised plans is on
reducing to 120 feet of right of way
routes that were designated for 204
feet of right of way and on removing
“routes under study” where no publlic
right of way currently exists.
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« DINNER AND CAKE FREEs

Call For Further Details’
643-8865

= LI w,
oy e O T ¥
¥ Hichey Freeman 2 THE
3 CLOTHES aRE £XCLUSIVE wiTH ‘; .
% REE ;| BOARDROOM
¢ g’ er 13 For the most
§ ig nteresting ways
3 3 to keep up
& Clothiers 1o Gentiemen 3 appearances.
P Somerset Mall  Dovid Whitney Mdg t . N .
E 3 s et oo e Somerset Ml
£ 7 > :
3%
e

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT
AN ELDERLY PARENT OR FRIEND?-

| THEN YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THE NEW

LIN
NTS

an adult community
28301 Franklin Road. Southfield. Michigan
353-2810

Included in one monthly payment...Breakfast and dinner
every day e Apartment cleaning e Linen  serv-
ice @ Chauffeur s ice on a scheduled basis Gill'('(’n- &
Greenhouse © Ongoing  Socialization e Companionship
* Attendants on duty 24 hrs. daily « All utilities with exception
of telephone.

DALGLEISH
CADILLAC
LEADS THE WAY!

NEW 1979 COUPE DEVILLE

$89 00 per month

Our Dalgleish special lease plan puts you
in a new 1979 Coupe de Ville fully equipped
with full power, digital stereo radio, cab-
riolet vinyl top, tilt and telescopic steering
wheel, rear window defagger, cruise con-
trol, floor mats, right and left remote mirrors,
delay wipers. $4489.00 down (trades ac-
cepted as down payment) non-refundable
with 24 payments of $89.00 per month plus
Michigan use tax. Closed end lease with
30,000 miles and no futher obligations.

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OR
. ORDER THE COLOR AND
' EQUIPMENT OF YOUR CHOICE

?"Our goal is to make it possible for every-
‘one who wants a Cadillac to drive a
Cadillac.”

DALGLEISH CADILLAC

: 6160 CASS AVE.
H Just So. of the G.M. & Fisher Bidgs.
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BORDINE'S
BETTER
BLOOMS

1985 S. Rochester Rd.
Rochester, Michigan

652-1200

if busy, calt
651-9000
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FLORIST
37355 W. 8 Mile
(Corner Newburgh Rd.)
Livonia

477-0070
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42" round ottoman

OUR CHAIR-OTTOMAN EASILY CONVERTS

comfortable chair

FROM ONE TO THE OTHER .
The ottoman is the chalr ... the chair is
the oftoman. Simply remove the cush- $
ion and the chair's back-rest flips down
to form a fiat surface, then add the
cushion and the unit serves as a 42"

oltoman.

Towne & Country Juisu

Dearborn--23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd.
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall

Reg. $249-$289

THE
FLOWER
BASKET

850 S. Woodward
Pontiac

Just Call
—We Deliver

334-2821

WESLEY
BERRY
FLORISTS

6677 Orchard Lake Rd.
West_Bloomfield

A

Credit Cards
Accepted

by Phone
15305 _Schoolcraft
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- 273-9131

Mr. Florist
LTD

Charles Keller,
Florist. Ine.
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Detunt
8123100
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Jacobsen's

FLOWERS
1079
W. Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills

2600
Elizabeth Lake Rd.

This kind of joy is called

the FTD Easter Basket Bouquet.

3724 Rochester Rd.
TROY WOOD SHOPS
% Mile N. of
Send some joy today! It’s easy. Just call or visit your 16 Mite
FTD Florist. And order the very special FTD Easter
Basket Bouguet. Frcsh springtime flowers in a 689-6850
pastel-trimmed woven basket. Your FTD Florist can
deliver “Happy Easter™ flowers almost anywhere.
Please arder carly. Easter is Sunday, April 15th. PEARCE
*An FLORAL CO.
FTD Planied 559 Oreford Lake AVe.
~ Easter Basket. 3320127 -
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. Pontiac E 3 woven basket. £ Charge or Jisa
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545 Those FTD Florists really get around...for you.
S. Broadway i i o L Mixed Bouquets
Lake Orion indepy i i L y be additional. M ooire. A5 of Fresh-cut flowers
693-8383 i ©1979 Plorias Tamswara Detary ":13%?&
N 7 BELL FLORAL DESIGNS ROCHESTER H
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